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Preface

The WeWorld Index 2021 - the 7th of the
series - sets the aim, in continuity with the
previous editions, to measure the inclusion
of children, adolescents and women, build-
ing upon an innovative and multidimension-
al concept of inclusion, which does not only
take into account the economic sphere, but
also the educational, health-related, social,
and environmental ones.

Nevertheless, data was collected in a very
different context compared to the previous
editions. Indeed, the Covid-19 pandemic
has provoked an unprecedented health
and socio-economic crisis on a glob-
al scale, hitting women and children in
particular, and moving us away from the
achievement of the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals of the 2030 Agenda. Be-
sides, economic and social inequalities have
increased, as well as gender-based violence,
the difficulties in accessing to basic services
and facilities for sexual, reproductive, and
maternal health.

The pandemic has further deteriorated the
access to education for women and girls.
Among the main causes inhibiting the
exercise of women’s and girls’ rights to
participate in, complete, and benefit from
education there are poverty, geograph-
ical isolation, disability, early marriages
and pregnancies, gender-based violence,
persistent discriminations. The right to
education is even more at risk in emergency
contexts, including armed conflicts, where
school represents a fundamental pillar for
women’s and girls’ security, and for their
mental and physical stability, as well as an
enabling factor to build their future.

The Italian Cooperation, which has al-
ways been determined to contribute to
this goal, intends to continue its assis-
tance to those initiatives aimed at ensur-
ing the provision of inclusive and quality
education, at all levels, starting from early
schooling to primary, up to undergradu-
ate and postgraduate education.

The issue of gender equality and female
empowerment represents one of the tradi-
tional priorities of the Italian Cooperation.
Italy’s effort in this sector is reflected in the
strong support to the protection, autonomy
and full human, social, economic and cultural
development of every woman, through spe-
cific initiatives ranging from women's health

to the contrast of female genital mutilations
(FGMs) and early marriages, to projects for
female entrepreneurship.

In December 2020, Italian Cooperation
adopted new Guidelines on Gender Equal-
ity and the Empowerment of Women and
Girls (2020-2024), which aim at strength-
ening our commitment to overcome and
eliminate all gender-related discrimina-
tions through development projects, and
define priority areas of intervention.

Furthermore, the issue of women's em-
powerment has been placed at the center
of the G20 Italian Presidency in all instanc-
es. The G20 Conference on Women’s Em-
powerment constituted a first milestone, in
the G20 framework, in recognizing gender
equality as a shared priority within the inter-
national community.

In this context, tools such as the WeWorld
Index are extremely valuable to raise aware-
ness among the international public opinion
of issues that are absolutely essential to
each and every one of us.

Marina Sereni,
Italian Vice-Minister
of Foreign Affairs
and International
Cooperation

we
(Wworld
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WeWorld Index 2021 in Brief

In 2015, on the occasion of the adoption
of the 2030 Agenda by 193 countries
around the world, WeWorld started the
WeWorld Index series. In these 7 years
we have periodically monitored the liv-
ing conditions of women and children in
about 170 countries around the world,
considering their inclusion from multiple
points of view: social, economic, political,
environmental, etc.

The picture that emerges is critical. The
inclusion of women and the under-18
population has not improved at all in
these 7 years, but, on the contrary, with
the SARS-COV-2 pandemic their condi-
tions have further worsened. In 2020 and
2021 we have seen a worsening of the
WeWorld Index around the world, both in
the countries at the top of the ranking and
in those at the bottom.

Our analysis is confirmed in the United
Nations 2021 Sustainable Development
Goals Report. The report highlights that
Covid-19 has slowed progress towards
achieving the 17 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, even though before the pan-
demic we were not on the right path indi-
cated by the 2030 Agenda.

In 2020 Covid-19 led to an additional
119-124 million people pushed back into
extreme poverty; 70-161 million people
are likely to have experienced hunger;
255 million full time jobs are lost (4 times
the number of jobs lost during the 2007-
2009 crisis).

Inequalities between countries and be-
tween social categories have increased.
Looking at the results of the WeWorld
Index 2021, the countries that in these
7 years have continued to occupy the
lower part of the ranking, namely those
of Sub-Saharan Africa plus Yemen and
Afghanistan, confirm their poor perfor-
mance.

But even the countries that have consist-
ently recorded good levels of inclusion
for women and children (mostly those in
Northern Europe) have marked a setback
with the pandemic. Covid-19 has also ex-
acerbated inequalities within countries,
particularly affecting women and children,
categories that already lived at a disad-
vantage compared to men.

The WeWorld Index therefore highlights
that to achieve the ultimate goal of the
2030 Agenda NO ONE LEFT BEHIND, it
is now more necessary than ever to adopt
a gender and generational approach in
public policies and interventions. The re-
covery plans enacted by different coun-
tries in the wake of Covid-19 will not be
effective unless they adopt this vision.
But to do this it is essential to give voice
to the demands of women and the un-
der-18 population, to accept a reading
of social phenomena different from that
of men, to counter the prejudices and
stereotypes that discriminate against
women and a vision that pays little or no
attention to the right of children and ad-
olescents to be heard (as indicated by the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
1989). In a word, it is necessary to involve
them in decision-making processes and
encourage their participation.

From this point of view, guaranteeing the
rights of women and children is an essen-
tial but not sufficient condition. In the last
two editions, the WeWorld Index has spe-
cifically insisted on this aspect: in order for
women and the under-18 population to
effectively exercise their rights, it is neces-
sary to promote their capabilities. In oth-
er words, in order to truly exercise their
rights, women and children must be in the
condition to implement and substantiate
them. And since the acquisition of capa-
bilities does not depend exclusively on in-
dividuals, but it is affected by the specific
environmental and cultural context where
they live, it is also necessary to act on the
context, promoting the transformation of
social, cultural and legal norms.

In some contexts, managing to trigger
this transformation is particularly diffi-
cult. For instance, there are countries that
have been affected by wars and armed
conflicts for decades, where women and
children are the most impacted by vio-
lence, disease and malnutrition, deprived
of essential goods and harmed in their
fundamental human rights. The situation
in Afghanistan, the result of long-term po-
litical instability, is the most serious and
recent example. But there are many oth-
er forgotten humanitarian crises (e.g., in
Somalia, Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, Central
African Republic, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ni-
geria, Libya, Haiti, etc.) that have persisted

for some time and that each year involve
millions of women and children. In 2019
1.6 billion children (69%) were living in
a conflict-affected country and approx-
imately 426 million children (over one in
six) were living in a conflict zone (PRIO,
2020). Between January and August 2021
alone, 80% of some 550,000 internally
displaced Afghans are women and chil-
dren (UNHCR, 2021a).

This year’s Focus is on climate change and
its impact on children and women. The
United Nations Conference on Climate
Change will be held in Glasgow in Novem-
ber 2021. The Focus “The impact of Cli-
mate Change on Women'’s and Children’s
Rights” is also an opportunity to talk about
WeWorld's activities and projects aimed
at supporting women and children affect-
ed by the consequences of climate change
taking place in Kenya, Mozambique, Bra-
zil and Peru. These are 4 of the 25 coun-
tries in which we work to guarantee the
rights of women and children by trying to
promote community resilience, even in
particularly difficult contexts. Finally, the
Focus, as well as the inter-European “Cli-
mate of Change” campaign promoted by
WeWorld, aims to be a call to action for
a just and equitable ecological transition,
for a healthy and sustainable future for
current and future generations. Time is
running out. The time is now.

Marco Chiesara,
President of
WeWorld Onlus

Dina Taddia,
Managing Director &
of WeWorld Onlus



ChildFund Alliance

and WeWorld

Climate Change is one of the most
urgent global challenges of the
twenty first century. The evidence
is irrefutable: greenhouse gas emis-
sions are choking our planet and
placing billions of people in dan-
ger says the UN Secretary Gener-
al Anténio Guterres. Climate and
environmental hazards are having
devastating impacts on the well-be-
ing and future of children. Last year,
2020 was the hottest year on re-
cord. Atmospheric carbon dioxide
levels are the highest they have
been in at least 3.5 million years.!
Arecently issued report from Unicef
concludes that nearly half of the
world’s children — roughly 1 billion
— live in one of 33 countries classi-
fied as “extremely high risk” due to
climate change impacts.?

Independent research commis-
sioned by World Vision stipulates
that as climate change increases,
so will violence against children.?
Women are also vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change, mainly
because they represent the ma-
jority of the world’s poor and are
proportionally more dependent on
threatened local natural resources
for their livelihood.*

The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), the Unit-
ed Nations body for assessing the
science related to climate change,
advises that there is still time to
limit climate change. According
to their Sixth Assessment Report,
strong and sustained reductions in
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2)
and other greenhouse gases could
quickly make air quality better, and
in 20 to 30 years, global tempera-

1 Unicef (2021). The impacts of climate change put al-
most every child at risk. https:/www.unicef.org/stories/
impacts-climate-change-put-almost-every-child-risk

2 Unicef (2021), The Climate Ccrisis is a Child Rights Cri-
sis: Introducing the Children’s Climate Risk Index. https:/
www.unicef.org/reports/climate-crisis-child-rights-crisis
3 Overseas Development Institute (2020), Ending
Violence against Children While Addressing Climate
Change. https:/www.wvi.org/newsroom/climate-change/
report-finds-devastating-links-between-increased-vio-
lence-against-children

4 UN Chronicle (2002), Women... In The Shadow of Cli-
mate Change. https:/www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/
womenin-shadow-climate-change

tures could stabilize.®> As prepara-
tions for COP 26 - the global forum
aimed at stabilizing greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere -are un-
derway this November, advocates
are gearing up to ensure that the
voices of women and children are
heard.

The WeWorld Index 2021 on Wom-
en, Children and Climate Change,
takes a hard look at the global data
on climate change and explains how
women and children, in spite of their
vulnerability, are not only victims
but also active and effective agents
of change.

To meet the challenges of climate
change, WeWorld, a member of
ChildFund Alliance since 2020, fo-
cuses its global programs on both
adaptation and mitigation. Due to
their experience on the ground,
WeWorld are in a unique position
to advocate that governments:

e act quickly to minimize the harm-
ful effects of climate change;

e provide resources for local com-
munities to prepare for natural
disasters before they strike and

e elevate the voices of women and
children who can persuade gov-
ernments to reduce the release of
CO2 while we still have time.

Meg Gardinier,
Secretary General,
ChildFund Alliance,
New York

ChxldFund

Alliance

5 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Sixth Assessment Report (2021) https:/www.ipcc.ch/
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From Words to Deeds: implementing
Women's and Children’s Rights together

In a world where inequalities persist and
poverty is still a global problem, women,
children and girls are everywhere the
categories most at risk of social exclu-
sion. The first objective of WeWorld is
the promotion of the right to inclu-
sion for women and children in Ita-
ly and worldwide. One fundamental
condition when carrying out actions for
women'’s and children’s inclusion is to
know as much as possible about their
living conditions and the risks of social
exclusion. The WeWorld Index, pub-
lished the first time in 2015, arises from
the need to evaluate in which sectors
globally forms of inclusion/exclusion
are found. This year WeWorld pub-
lishes the seventh edition of the Index,
aimed at depicting the living conditions
of women and children in more than
170 countries in the world. Women'’s
rights and their inclusion are closely re-
lated to children’s rights and inclusion,
where the concept of inclusion implies
going beyond an idea of progress limit-
ed to economic aspects, opening up to a
broad, multidimensional and positive,
personal and social, universal vision
of development (in line with the 2030
Agenda and the so-called “5P": People,
Planet, Prosperity, Partnership, Peace). It
becomes vital, then, to take into account
women's and children’s living conditions
to get a more complete and thorough
view of their level of inclusion. These
considerations are the prerequisites of
the WeWorld Index, the goal of which
is to measure their living conditions
and their level of inclusion/exclusion
in more than 170 countries world-
wide, analysing different parameters
and indicators, with the objective of
bringing to light critical areas, both
from a territorial point of view and in
quantitative terms.

More than 70 years have passed since
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (2018 was the 70th anniversary).
Since then, laws, conventions and inter-
national treaties have followed to boost
awareness and respect of human rights
all over the world. So, the world is now
equipped with various fundamental legal
tools to protect human rights. The latest
of them are also called third generation
rights, as they have followed the politi-

cal/civil ones to protect the most vul-
nerable categories (women and children,
but also LGBTQI+ people, indigenous
populations, refugees and migrants). In
spite of that, human rights are not always
and everywhere respected, but “are still
a mirage for a good part of humanity”
(Amnesty International, 2018). Women
and children are certainly among those
most at risk of violation of human rights.
This mainly happens not because wom-
en and people under 18 are naturally
more vulnerable, but because they are
hindered in developing and exercising
their rights by a dominant male cultural
context, where gender discrimination
(often implicit and thus even more sub-
tle) and the tendency not to consider
children as subjects of law persist.
To truly exercise their rights, women
and children must be in the condition to
implement and substantiate them. The
passage from the assertion of a right
to the exercise of it is never to be taken
for granted. To be able to exercise their
rights, people must have capabilities
(Amartya Sen, 2000). Capabilities are
understood to be the actual possibili-
ties that people have for pursuing and
achieving their own goals. The prereg-
uisite to exercising one’s own capabili-
ties is being free to choose according to
one’s aspirations and values. Capabilities
are: to live a healthy life; to have access
to knowledge, education, training, infor-
mation; to look after oneself (time, cul-
ture, sport, fun); to look after others; to
live and work in healthy and safe places;
to work and undertake business; to take
part in public life and live together in an
equal society; to have access to public
resources (services); to move in the terri-
tory (WeWorld, 2017).

C To promote women's and

children’s rights it is nec-

essary to support the process of
acquisition of capabilities.
C Rights are completely ful-
filled when capabilities are

promoted within a system of reg-
ulations to protect them.

The acquisition of capabilities does not
depend exclusively on individuals, but is

affected by the specific environmental
and cultural context where they live. It
is not enough to have the potential to
do something. Some conditions have
to be in place (norms, social and cultural
factors, absence of gender and genera-
tional discriminations) to enable people

to succeed.
C The acquisition of capabil-
ities is affected by environ-
mental and cultural contexts
C For a real exercise of rights
it is necessary to act on
both individual and social levels,
promoting capabilities and the

transformation of social, cultural
and legal norms.

Yet, supporting the acquisition of capa-
bilities is not enough unless, simultane-
ously, you act on the existing social and
cultural norms. Specifically, it is neces-
sary to promote a culture of respect for
gender distinctions and equalities, to
fight against discrimination, stereotypes
and the patriarchal culture, among both
men and women. It is not enough, then,
to accompany women in their process of
acquiring the capabilities to get out of vi-
olent family situations while gender ste-
reotypes and the acceptance of forms
of violence persist in the context where
they live (private or public).

Moreover, since children’s rights and ca-
pabilities are intertwined with women's
rights and capabilities, for them to be
able to exercise their rights with mutual
effects, it is necessary to support capa-
bilities of both social categories, jointly,
interdependently and simultaneously.

Hence for promoting rights and im-
plementing them, it is necessary to
act on multiple fronts. Such an ap-
proach, known as the “Human Rights
Based Approach” sees the promotion,
protection and implementation of rights
as a process that has to be put in motion
by society as a whole through a joint ef-
fort of right-holders and duty-bearers.
The latter, in particular, include not only
the State as the main duty-bearer which
must respect, protect, and implement
human rights, but the whole community.



1.2 The Four Building Blocks

for Asserting and Exercising
Women's and Children’s Rights together

In the WeWorld Index we take into
consideration four areas of action to
assert and exercise women'’s and chil-
dren’s rights.

It is necessary that in these four areas
(called the Four Building Blocks) wom-
en and children can develop their ca-
pabilities, so that they can implement
their rights. In other words, the pos-
itive power of doing and being what
you want to do and to be must be sup-
ported in the four following areas:

1. EDUCATION
2. HEALTH

3. ECONOMY
4. SOCIETY

GENDER CLEAN WATER
EQUALITY

QUALITY
EDUCATION

GOOD HEALTH '
AND WELL-BEING \

e

NO
POVERTY

Lk
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THE GLOBAL GOALS

AND SANITATION

PARTNERSHIPS
FORTHE GOALS

In each of the Building Blocks, the ac-
quisition process of women'’s and chil-
dren’s capabilities may be hindered
by specific and mutual risk factors:
specific because they concern women
and children as such (related to their
condition of being women and under
age), and mutual in that women’s risk
factors affect those of children and
vice-versa.

These risks occur in all Four of the
Building Blocks: in the health sectors
as well as in the educational, econom-
ic and social ones women and children
are not allowed to exercise their rights
precisely because they are women and
children.

Capabilities and Change of Rules

~
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The actions carried out in the Four
Building Blocks, aimed at fostering
women’s and children’s capabilities and
the modification of norms also affect
the environmental and cultural setting,
which in turn contributes to assert new
rights for everybody, including men.

Here follow some examples of joint
actions, in the Four Building Blocks
and the environmental and cultural
context, which foster women’s and
children’s capabilities, jointly, inter-
dependently and simultaneously, on
which there is a broad consensus in
the literature (see for example Unicef
2006; FAO, 2011; UNFPA, Unicef,
2011a and b).

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
ANDINFRASTRUCTURE

12 RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

1 CLIMATE
ACTION

1 LIFE BELOW
WATER



Children’s and Women'’s Rights
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e If children have access to quality education from an early age,
they will perform better in higher school levels, run fewer risks
of dropping out of school and they will be more likely to get
high qualifications. They will be educated adults, more aware
and in their turn, they will transfer to their children the value
of education

e Educated women have access to better paid and more pro-
tected jobs, can get back (earlier) to paid labour market, with
positive consequences for themselves and their children

e Daughters of educated mothers are more likely to attend
school, perform better once there, and complete a higher num-
ber of school years than daughters of uneducated mothers

@

Qe

e Children living in a family in good economic conditions,
where both parents work and the woman is equal to the
man, enjoy good health and have proper nutrition

e Parents in good economic conditions, especially mothers,
invest more in their children’s education, even in the long
term. Hence, their children run fewer risks of dropping out
of school in order to contribute to family income or to enter
the child-labour exploitation circuits

e A mother who works is a model for her children, above all
for girls, and will guide them in their future choices: in par-
ticular girls will be more inclined to study longer and, in the
future, to enter the labour market

<

N 7

Where there is gender equality in public and private:

e Women have the same decision-making e Children have, as a reference, parental

we
world
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e Undernourished children have trouble growing, run a
higher risk of being infected or dying, but also of develop-
ing limited cognitive abilities, which will undermine their
school performance

e An undernourished woman will have perinatal complica-
tions and/or will give birth to premature or underweight
babies, and she and her children will run higher risks of
being infected or dying during delivery

e Overweight children develop cardiovascular problems, infec-
tions, and also lack of self-esteem; as age increased, they may
become obese, get diabetes and other metabolic disorders.
Overweight girls, as adults, may suffer from gestation diabe-
tes, pre-eclampsia, obstetric complications, and their children
from chronic disorders

e In a free and democratic country, women participate in
public and political life, promoting gender and generational
equality objectives

e Women transmit to their children the value of honesty and
democratic principles, fighting against corruption and prac-
tices which damage collective wellbeing, acting as a posi-
tive model that will accompany them in the future

e In a society where girls and boys are recognized as legal en-
tities and their opinion is taken into consideration, they have
negotiating power in the family, their parents will listen to
them, and consequently they will be more confident in them-
selves and their skills, and will be able to defend their rights
in the public sphere too

e Women, in their public and political life,

power in the family, the time devoted to
child and home care is equally distributed
between genders and, as a consequence,
women are favoured in their economic,
political and social participation

models based on gender equality and
internalize a culture of equality, norms
and non-discriminatory behaviour

If biodiversity is protected and air pollution reduced:

e Female employment increases and/
or is guaranteed, as in many countries
of the world women are employed in
small-scale fishing and aquaculture, or
in agriculture. If women work, they can
contribute to the sustenance of their
families (firstly of their children) and to
the economy of their communities

e Premature deaths are reduced and chil-

dren, as adults, will run fewer risks of
suffering from vascular or chronic dis-
eases. Healthy children will be healthy
adults, with positive effects in other life
dimensions

can stand up for claims inspired by gen-
der equality, fostering the transmission
and circulation of cultural values based
on respect for diversity

Premature pregnancies are reduced
and the odds of delivering underweight
babies diminished (in fact air pollution
causes problems to the foetus during
pregnancy)
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How the WeWorld Index is drawn up
and the 2021 novelties

First published in 2015, the WeWorld
Index is a SYNTHETIC INDEX of 34
INDICATORS grouped in 17 DIMEN-
SIONS (2 indicators per dimension),
which refer to the Four Building
Blocks, crucial for the implementa-
tion of women'’s and children’s rights:
health, education, economy and socie-
ty, plus the environmental and cultural
context, which in turn influences (and
is influenced by) the possibilities of
women’s and children’s rights being
implemented. The 34 indicators have
been selected for their relevance for
children, adolescents and women, and
to the measure that they cover the
right range of dimensions.

The data provided is as complete as
possible and regularly collected for
most countries in the world and can
be compared over time. All the con-
sulted sources are accurate, reliable,
and easily accessible. The synthetic
index obtained by aggregating the 34
indicators allows a worldwide ranking
to be drawn up.

Since 2020 the WeWorld Index has
taken into account the effects of Cov-
id-19. The pandemic has damaged
people and health systems, the meas-
ures taken for tackling it have changed
our way of interacting, affecting coun-
tries’ economies and children’s and
youth'’s educational courses. Govern-
ments are trying to face the conse-
quences of all that, but the pandemic
has amplified pre-existing social ine-
qualities and created new ones.

In the WeWorld Index 2021 the con-
sequences of the pandemic have been
taken into account by adding three
further indicators to the 34 that the
Index has been proposing since the
first edition in 2015:

1. Confirmed cases of people in-
fected with Covid-19 per coun-
try, collected by WHO

2. Percentage growth of GDP in
2021 per country, estimated by
International Monetary Fund
(Real GDP, annual percentage
change)

3. School closure days per country,
calculated by WeWorld accord-
ing to information provided by
World Bank and Unesco

The three indicators have been ag-
gregated with the 34 used since the
first edition of the WeWorld Index in
2015, and taken into account in the fi-
nal calculation. In addition, the conse-
quences of the pandemic have been
examined in depth in each of the 17
dimensions by means of a box titled
“Covid-19 effect”, already present in
the 2020 edition.

An important novelty of the WeWorld
Index 2021 is the link with the SDGs.
The year 2015 was that of the 2030
Agenda launch, but also the year of
the creation of the Index. As well as
sharing that date, the WeWorld Index
fully embraces the concept of inclu-
sion as defined in the 2030 Agenda.
That is why in the 2021 edition the
Sustainable Development Goals have
been matched with all 17 dimensions.
The SDGs have been selected accord-
ing to their relevance to the indicators
taken into account and with the sub-
ject matter.

A box for an in-depth analysis, refer-
ring to the 2030 Agenda, has been de-
signed for each dimension. The box,
titled “Moving forward... the 2030
Agenda”, is a report of good practices,
policies, normative references, projects
etc. enacted by countries, national and
international organizations, which are
contributing to the achievement of the
2030 Agenda’s goals in that specific di-
mension, especially promoting women'’s
and children’s inclusion.

The Index does not claim to be an ac-
ademic product, but is dedicated to
both the curious reader who wants to
be informed and the person looking
for advice and active participation. In
a delicate balance between theory and
practice, critical analysis and - partial
- review of good practice, broad and
forward-looking perspective, atten-
tion to details and to our own coun-
try’s problems, it represents an easily

readable review that shows in which
areas or countries the disadvantages
are being reduced and where they are
on the increase.

As the vision of reality given by sta-
tistics is always partial, the Index
adds interviews with witnesses and
experts who, with first-hand experi-
ence, explain the qualitative aspects
that figures alone cannot show. In
some cases, the people interviewed
give some policy suggestions on how
to deal with those situations of exclu-
sion brought to light. This plurality of
comments limits, in part, the unavoid-
able risk of cultural colonization due
to the provision of information based
on statistics and the choice of some
indicators rather than others. Moreo-
ver, in some cases the comments col-
lected allow differences to be detect-
ed within some of the countries and
some dynamic and qualitative aspects,
as the final result is a map and a classi-
fication of States. The comments may
be contrasting and divergent because
the themes are complex and suggest
more than one point of view.
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2.1 WeWorld Index
2021: the map

Il Good inclusion

Equal to or above 70 points

Il Sufficient inclusion
Between 21 and 69

Il 'nsufficient inclusion
Between 20 and -29

Il Scvere exclusion
Between -30 e -79

Il Very severe exclusion
Equal to or below -80

I Data not available

@ Countries in which
WeWorld is operating

SUFFICIENT INCLUSION “
GOOD INCLUSION Ranking Value

17 Portugal 69 40 Greece 38
Ranking Value 17  United Kingdom 69 40 @ Cuba 38
1 Iceland 105 17 Spain 69 42 Hungary 37
2 New Zealand 96 20 Canada 67 43 Serbia 36
3 Sweden 93 21 Slovenia 60 43  Uruguay 36
4 Switzerland 92 22 @ ltaly 58 45 Malaysia 35
5 Finland 91 23 Cyprus 57 46  Chile 34
6 Norway 88 24  Lithuania 55 46 Moldova 34
6 Denmark 88 25 Croatia 54 48  United Arab Emirates 32
8 Netherlands 78 25 Japan 54 48 Romania 32
8 Austria 78 27 Malta 53 48 Brunei Darussalam 32
10 Belgium 76 28 Estonia 52 48 Bulgaria 32
11 Singapore 75 29 Czech Republic 47 52  Vietnam 31
12  France 74 29 Albania 47 53 Mauritius 29
13 Australia 71 29 Belarus 47 54  Georgia 28
13  Luxembourg 71 32 Poland 46 54  Uzbekistan 28
15 Germany 70 32 Latvia 46 56 China 26
15 Ireland 70 34 United States 45 57 @ Thailand 25
35 Slovak Republic 44 58 Macedonia, FYR 24
35 lIsrael 44 58 Montenegro 24
37 Korea, Rep. 41 60 Turkmenistan 22
38 Barbados 40 60 Argentina 22
38 Costa Rica 40 62 Bosnia and 21

Herzegovina
&



1 SEVERE EXCLUSION
Ranking Value
124  Senegal -30
125 Myanmar -32
126 @ Guatemala -33
127 Madagascar -35
128 Iran, Islamic Rep. -36
129 Djibouti -37
129 Iraq -37
131 Togo -38
132 Zambia -40
133 Bangladesh -41
133 @ Haiti -41
133 @ Burundi -41
136 Malawi -42
137 Papua New -46
Guinea
137 @ Tanzania -46
139  Zimbabwe -48
140 @ Mozambique -49
140 Gabon -49
140 Eswatini -49
143 Uganda -50
144 _ Syrian Arab -51
Republic
145 Pakistan -52
146 Cameroon -53
«* 147 Angola -54
148 Comoros -55
149 @ Benin -58
149 Gambia, The -58
The borders and the names on the map do not imply that they are officially recognized by R N
the United Nations, the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 151 Eth|0p|a -59
and WeWorld 152 Congo, Rep. -61
153 Cote d'Ivoire -68
INSUFFICIENT INCLUSION 154 _ Yemen, Rep. 70

R 155 Sierra Leone -71
Ranking Value 155 Liberia 71
63 Kazakhstan 20 82 Cabo Verde 9 102 SaudiArabia -4 157 Lesotho -76
63 Mexico 20 83 @ Tunisia 8 104 Colombia -5 158 Sudan -78
65 Kyrgyz Republic 19 84 Paraguay 7 104 Guyana -5 158 Guinea-Bissau -78
66 Panama 18 84 @ Libya 7 104 LaoPDR -5 160 Eritrea -79
66  Ukraine 18 86 Bhutan 6 107 El Salvador -7
68 Qatar 17 86  Fiji 6 107 Jamaica -7
68 @ Peru 17 88 @ Bolivia 5 109 @ Cambodia -8 VERY SEVERE EXCLUSION
68 Russian 17 88 Azerbaijan 5 110 Namibia -13 .

Federation 90 Indonesia 4 110 @ Nepal 13 Ranking Value
71 Suriname 16 91  Kuwait 3 112 Jordan -14 161 @ Burkina Faso -80
71 Mongolia 16 92 @ Brazil 2 113 Rwanda -15 161 Guinea -80
71 Armenia 16 93 Bahamas, The 1 114 Sao Tome and -17 163 Mauritania -82
74 @ Nicaragua 15 93  Timor-Leste 1 Principe 163 Equatorial Guinea -82
75 Domini.can 14 95 @ Lebanon o 115 South Africa -18 165 Nigeria -91

Repu!allc 95 Bahrain o 116 Vanuatu -19 166 @ Mali -102
/o Maldives 14 795 Morocco 0 117 @ Palestine 23 167 Congo, Dem. Rep. -104
77  Philippines 13 98 Sri Lanka 1 118 Ghana -25 168 ® Niger 108
/8. Feusdor 12 o8 Belie 1 119 Venezuela, RB. 26 169 @ Afghanistan 117
79 Tajikistan o 98 Algeria -1 120 Botswana 27 170 Central African -119
/7. Oman 11701 Turkey 5 121 @Kenya -28 Republic
7 Egg{gaodand 11 702 Egypt ArabRep. -3 122 @India 29 171 South Sudan -124

122  Honduras -29 172 Chad -125

3)
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The condition of women and children
in times of Covid-19

The first five countries in the 2021 WeWorld Index, compared

In the final ranking of the 2021 WeWorld
Index¢ the 3 top positions are occupied
by Iceland, New Zealand and Sweden.
Switzerland and Finland are right behind
them. The supremacy of North Europe-
an countries, plus New Zealand is thus
confirmed. In the bottom positions are
the same countries as those in 2020:
Central African Republic (170th posi-
tion), South Sudan (171st), and Chad
(172nd). In these countries the condi-
tion of women and children is still critical
in all the dimensions taken into account
in the Index.

Compared to 2020, there are no ma-
jor changes in the top positions: the
most inclusive countries, for wom-
en and children, remain basically
the same (North Europe, plus New
Zealand and Switzerland), with a few
slight changes in the position of some.
In particular, Norway gets worse (from
the first position in 2020 to the sixth
in 2021) and Finland too (from the sec-
ond to the fifth); Switzerland (from the
seventh to the fourth) and New Zealand
on the other hand (from the fifth to the
second) improve. In 2020 women'’s
and children’s rights and inclusion
worldwide had worsened due to the
pandemic; 2021 confirms this nega-
tive trend. The progress (more or less
evident depending on dimensions and
countries) made in the previous years
aiming to achieve the goals of the 2030
Agenda has seen a setback because of
Covid-19. The social categories most
affected are those which even before
the pandemic lived under marginalized
and discriminated conditions, including
women and children.

At the bottom of the ranking no
major changes are reported either,
compared to 2020. As to inclusion
of women and children, the worst
countries are, as in 2020, those of
Sub-Saharan Africa, and Afghanistan.
A further worsening is reported in some
countries: in particular Afghanistan (4
positions down), but also Niger and Chad
(one position down). These are countries

6 The final ranking includes 172 countries. Micronesia,
Somalia, Solomone Islands and Democratic Republic of
Korea are excluded for insufficient numbers of indicators.

with 2020
2021

Value
Iceland 105
New Zealand 96
Sweden 93
Switzerland 92
Finland 91

2020
Position Value Position
1 99 2
2 94 5
3 99 2
4 89 7
5 99 2

The bottom 5 countries in the 2021 WeWorld Index, compared

with 2020
2021

Value
Niger -108
Afghanistan -117
Central African Republic -119
South Sudan -124
Chad -125

Number of countries

by group of inclusion in 2021
Good inclusion
Sufficient inclusion

Severe exclusion
Very severe exclusion

which have been in the bottom positions
of the international rankings for ages, as
they are areas characterized by chronic
poverty, political instability, armed con-
flicts, authoritarian and non-democratic
governments. These context factors af-
fect people’s living conditions (see the
conceptual map in Chapter 1), first and
foremost those most at risk of exclusion,
such as women and children.

Every year, the countries that the We-
World Index accounts for are divided
into 5 groups, according to the degree
of inclusion/exclusion of women and
children: good inclusion, sufficient inclu-
sion, insufficient inclusion, severe exclu-
sion and very severe exclusion. In 2021,
in more than two thirds of the countries
worldwide women and children under-
go different forms of exclusion (severe
or very severe, or insufficient inclusion).
Exclusion may affect several areas of life,
as occurs in the countries at the bottom
of the ranking, where women and chil-
dren suffer serious and/or very serious

Equal to or more than 70 points
between 21 and 69

between -30 and -79
Equal to or less than -80

2020
Position Value Position
168 -106 167
169 -100 165
170 -133 170
171 -140 172
172 -136 171

16 countries
46 countries

37 countries
12 countries

conditions, in health, education, political
participation, economic sustenance etc.
But exclusion may also affect only a few
dimensions. Those countries belonging
to good and sufficient inclusion groups
are not the best in absolute terms, and
there are also some critical dimensions
reported for women and children. Just
think of women’s conditions in the la-
bour market, unequal compared to men,
in several countries belonging to the
two top groups (i.e., Austria, France, Bel-
gium, Italy). Therefore, to promote the
wellbeing of women and under 18s it is
necessary to work on multiple fronts,
because inclusion is multidimensional
(see Chapter 1). Acting on several fronts
involves working on several dimensions
through ad hoc policies, designed from
a gender and generational perspective.
Universalistic interventions, adopted in
contexts where male vision and power
still prevail, risk further exacerbating
inequalities rather than smoothing
them out.
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Comparison between some countries from the Social Progress Index and WeWorld Index rankings
according to their GDP per capita*

*Countries are ordered by GDP per capita in descending order

Position in Social

Country Progress Index
United States 28
Japan 13
Kuwait 46
Korea, Rep. 17
Brazil 61
South Africa 83
Tunisia 55
Benin 122
Tanzania 120

On this point, considering the results
of the WeWorld Index and those of the
Social Progress Index’ together may
help understand the issue better. The
Social Progress Index (SPI) is composed
of 54 indicators and measures the abil-
ity of a country to satisfy the basic hu-
man needs of its citizens, in social and
environmental sectors, and to enable
them to totally fulfil themselves®.

Comparing the position of the countries
of the Social Progress Index with those
of the WeWorld Index, it emerges that
almost half of the countries taken into
account are lower in the WeWorld In-
dex: that is, for a specific degree of
social progress, the level of inclusion
of women and the under 18 popula-
tion does not seem to match. It fol-
lows that social progress does not cover
the whole population, as there are still
some segments which are systematical-
ly excluded and discriminated against. It
becomes absolutely vital then to imple-
ment policies and interventions aimed
at protecting and promoting women and
children’s rights, so that social progress
can include everybody.

Just as social progress does not go
hand in hand with inclusion of women
and children, so the wealth of a coun-
try does not necessarily reflect its
ability to fulfil the basic human needs
of all citizens and guarantee inclusion
for everybody. In this regard, the choice
has been to look at some countries with
different GDP per capita, and analyse
their position in both the WeWorld In-
dex and in the Social Progress Index.
This analysis shows that among those
countries where inclusion of women and
7 For more information https:/www.socialprogress.org/
index/global

8 The index values lie between 0 to 100. There are 163
countries included in the final ranking.

Social Value Position in
Progress Index WeWorld Index
85.71 34

90.14 25

77.47 91

89.06 37

73.91 92

70.26 115

75.02 83

55.56 148

56.20 137

children does not go hand in hand with
social progress, there are also some with
medium-high GDP per capita, and even
high GDP per capita (for example: The
United States, Japan, Korea...). Since
the early years of the publication, the
WeWorld Index has shown that a bet-
ter inclusion of women and children is
not triggered only by the rise of GDP,
but is also the outcome of inclusive
policies which improve environmen-
tal, educational, economic parame-
ters, concerning the rights of women
and the under 18’s population, reduc-
ing their exclusion (see WeWorld Index
2016).

Generally speaking, in every country
where there has been economic growth
without broad and deep social reforms,
a “male” power and a “female” power
are opposed (i.e., Kuwait, Brazil and
South Africa). On one hand, a power
committed to favouring spending on
armaments, high energy consuming in-
dustries, elite schools, and on the other
hand a weak power, that could be called
“feminine and intergenerational™, often
forced to shut up, or at least be silent,
which would like to foster socially inclu-
sive policies, women'’s participation in
the labour market, education for every-
body and investments in green econ-
omy, designing less polluted cities and
better sanitation.

Then there are countries which have
not had particularly brilliant economic
results, but have undergone rapid social
changes and democratization processes
that did not impact on the population
in the same way (Tunisia for example).
This is due to the fact that it is difficult to

9 The image of two opposing powers (masculine vs fem-
inine/intergenerational) is obviously a simplification, as
there certainly are men who do not recognize themselves
in masculine power and women who have internalized
patriarchal models.

Value WeWorld

Index GDP per capita
45 65,297.51

54 40,246.88

3 32,000.44

41 31,846.21

2 8,717.18

-18 6,001.4

8 3,317.45

-58 1,219.43
-46 1,122.12

eradicate cultural social economic patri-
archy-based systems which discriminate
women and the under 18 population.
Women and children suffer from discrim-
ination in every country of the world, but
there are places where inequalities are
tougher. These are countries with en-
demic chronic poverty, conflicts both in-
ternal and/or for resource management,
based on profoundly traditionalist and
patriarchal systems. In such countries
social progress is slow, even more so for
women and children, who see their mar-
ginalization and social exclusion increase
(i.e., Benin and Tanzania).

The WeWorld Index, despite its limita-
tions as a succinct tool, shows that the
exclusion of women, children and ad-
olescents is not an inevitable matter
of fact, but the outcome of policies
privileging some and penalizing oth-
ers. Especially where absolute poverty is
beginning to be eroded.

For social progress to leave nobody
behind, it is vital to take into account
the specific conditions of women and
the under 18s population and devel-
op tailored and transversal policies,
keeping in mind the link between
rights and inclusion of these two cat-
egories (see Chapter 1). Adopting a
gender mainstreaming approach in de-
signing political policies is the first, and
now essential, step. Just as it will be
more and more necessary to recognize
children and youth as legal entities,
with their own voice, and to promote
their engagement and active partici-
pation in decision-making processes,
as indicated in the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC).

It is not only an issue of social justice, but
a prerequisite for human development.
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The dimensions

The following 17 dimensions refer to the Four
Building Blocks (health, education, economy and
society) within which women’s and children'’s
capabilities develop. For every dimension two
indicators describing children’s and women's living
conditions have been chosen.
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Children and women living in polluted contexts or with high levels of CO2 emissions per capita
face one of the most extreme forms of exclusion: they are deprived of the opportunity of living in

a healthy environment.

Concentrations of fine
particulate matter (PM2.5)
Annual mean, in micrograms per cubic
meter

(WHO, 2021)

CO2 emissions per capita
Metric tons per capita
(World Bank, 2021)
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the 2030 Agenda

One of the first measures of the newly
elected Biden administration was The
United States’ return to the Paris Agree-
ment. The Paris Agreement, ratified in
2015, commits the signing nations to
limiting the rise of temperatures below
2°C, preferably below 1.5°C.

The cooperation of all countries, main-
ly those which are the main greenhouse
gases emitters, is vital in order to reach
the critical threshold necessary for sub-
stantially reducing emissions.
Considering that the United States is
the second country in the world for
emissions after China (UNEP, 2020),
this event is most important in the fight
against climate change.

Another piece of good news concerns
the approval of the European Green
Deal by the European Union, which pro-
vides an action plan for promoting the
efficient use of resources, recovering bi-
odiversity and reducing pollution.

The European Union set the aim to
achieve climate neutrality - that is the
point at which the level of emissions
does not exceed the Earth’s capacity to
absorb them - by 2050.

Not everybody is to be equally blamed for climate
change: the gap between top and bottom coun-
tries for CO2 emissions per capita is proof of that.
Reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases both
at individual and national level is the first step to
halt the rise of temperatures. 2020 has been one
of the three hottest years ever recorded. The av-
erage global temperature has risen 1.2°C over the
pre-industrial level (1850-1900). The six years be-
tween 2015 and 2020 have been the hottest ever,
as has been the decade 2011-2020 (WMO, 2021).
This increase of temperatures has knock-on effects
such as rising seas and drought, and amplifies ex-
treme natural phenomena like heatwaves, floods,
typhoons, wildfires and floods. Sahel, Horn of Af-
rica and South-East Asia are the regions suffering
most from natural disasters, which add to pre-ex-
isting conflicts and/or economic fragility (WMO,
2021).

According to the State of Global Air (2020), air pol-
lution has become the fourth main risk factor of
death®® with 6,67 million victims. In 2020, among
the victims there were 476,000 children who died
in their first month of life; two-thirds died due to
the use of solid fuel such as charcoal, wood and
animal dung for cooking. Exposure to air pollution
also has repercussions during pregnancy as it rais-
es the risk of babies being born premature, under-
weighted or with underdeveloped lungs (ibid).

10 The other main risk factors are, in order: hypertension, tobacco, malnutrition
(SoGA, 2020).

AR

Covid-19 effect 5%

In 2020 more than 50 million

people were doubly hit: from dis-

asters related to climate change (floods, drought,
forest fires etc.) and from the Covid-19 pandemic
(IFRC, 2020). Lockdowns and quarantine measures
to tackle the virus have slowed down response and
recovery operations in several settings, preventing
the provision of staple goods and the assistance on
the field to victims of natural disasters (ibid). An ap-
parently positive note regards the reduction of pol-
luting concentrations like nitrogen dioxide (NO2),
which seemed to have diminished as a lockdown
effect. Nevertheless, the improvement of the air
quality was of short duration, because the emis-
sions have started to increase rapidly again at the
end of the restrictions (SoGA, 2020).



On the current growth
of carbon dioxide emissions,

Concentrations of fine
particulate matter (PM2.5) global temperature
Annual mean, in micrograms per cubic meter
(WHO, 2021) is expected to
[ ]
(o)
A rise by 3 to 5°C
1 Finland 5.86 by the end of the century
2 Brunei Darussalam 5.90 (UN, 2021q) l
3 New Zealand 5.95
4 Sweden 6.18
5 Canada 6.42 (\)
BOTTOM FIVE COUNTRIES &.
172 Saudi Arabia 87.94 ;
i (o)
173 I %087 overthe last S0vears, 39 26 Of deaths
175 Niger 9 4'05 related to weather, climate and water exreme events
. [ ) [ ]
176 Nepal w72 occurred in Africa  wwo.zo.
CO2 emissions per capita @
Metric tons per capita é&
(World Bank, 2021) &
TOP FIVE COUNTRIES
1 Congo, Dem. Rep. 0.02
2 Somalia 0.04 ° ° -
3 Burundi os The cost of inaction:. -
4 Chad 006  the cost of containing the rise of temperatures 3
5 Central African Republic 0.07 below 1.5 °C has increased | —
BOTTOM FIVE COUNTRIES epge N S’
Brunei Darussalam 16.64 from 103 tr””on dO”arS | — | S—
Bahrain 1959  ayearin 2010 S —
United Arab Emirat 20.79 HIH
K:\INZit Sihiinkiee 2162 to more than 5 tr,”’0n dO"arS
Qatar 3241 (Nature, 2020) ayearin 2020

MARTINA COMPARELLI
Spokeswoman of the movement “Fridays For Future’,
Italy

gies for applying pressure and raising
awareness. The organization of local
and national groups has not changed
and the movement is still horizontal,
but we now have a structure of work
groups which allows us to keep active
during lockdown through online initiatives. We have also

Fridays For Future (FFF) is a movement for the climate
and for climate justice which sprang up spontaneously
all over the world, inspired by the weekly strikes of the

THE VOICE OF

Swedish student Greta Thunberg. Our demands can be
summed up in the following three points: our leaders can
no longer ignore climate science; the climate crisis must
be addressed immediately; ecological transition must be
founded on climate justice. The concept of climate justice
is based on those of social justice and fairness: those who
have not caused this crisis must not suffer its worst con-
sequences. This applies both at the local/global level and
at the generational level.

FFF is made up of local groups, which melt into nation-
al groups interacting at international level. Initially the
strikes were called every Friday. Nowadays in Italy we
take action in other ways too.

The pandemic has indeed forced us to find new strate-

designed and developed recovery proposals through the
“Back to the Future” Campaign.

The political and public attention to the climate has sig-
nificantly increased, but this is not enough to guarantee
an ambitious and scientific movement in favour of the
environment. Firstly, climate and environment have al-
most become fashionable topics now, used for making a
product (or a public figure or a political party) seem more
acceptable or appealing. Secondly, the climate is still
considered as merely an environmental issue, while it has
causes and effects on every aspect of human life. Finally,
many people perceive the climate crisis as something ex-
tremely distant in time and space, and consequently they

do not treat it as a crisis.
O
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The supply of drinking water and basic sanitation facilities is essential to guarantee children's
and women's health and wellbeing. Poor or missing sanitation services infringe rights and deny
fundamental needs for individuals’ dignity and health.

People using at least basic
drinking water services

Percentage of the total population of a country
(WHO/Unicef, 2017)

People using at least basic
sanitation services

Percentage of the total population of a country
(WHO/Unicef, 2017)
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In 2020, WeWorld took on several pro-
jects aimed at providing potable water
and sanitation in 12 countries world-
wide: Burundi, India, Kenya, Libya,
Guatemala, Bolivia, Peru, Nicaragua,
Palestine, Syria and Tanzania. 148 wa-
ter systems and 875 communities sani-
tarion systems were built up and/or re-
stored, and 28,854 hygienic-health kits
were distributed (for more information
see the Social Balance 2020).

These actions were accompanied by
information and awareness-raising
activities about management of re-
sources and the fight against waste
and exploitation of water sources. One
of the most important campaigns for
WeWorld is the Global Handwashing
Day'. It is a day, established by the
Global Handwashing Partnership, for
raising awareness of washing hands
with soap. Water must be accessible to
all and access to water and sanitation
are fundamental rights.

ny

11 This is a coalition of 14 international players: the Academy for
Educational Development, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention in the USA, Colgate-Palmolive, International Centre
for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Johns Hopkins University School
of Public Health, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine,
Procter & Gamble, The Water and Sanitation Program, the Wa-
ter Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council, the World Bank,
Unicef, Unilever, USAID e WaterAid.

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted how im-
portant it is to have clean water and live in ade-
quately hygienic conditions. A common and almost
obvious gesture like washing your hands can save
million lives and reduce the risk of infections and
diseases. However, globally 1 person in 4 does not
yet have safe drinking water at home, and nearly
half of the world population does not have safely
managed sanitation. Moreover, there are still huge
differences in access to drinking water and sani-
tation depending on geographical area and fami-
lies’ social-economic conditions. For instance, in
Sub-Saharan Africa only 54% of the population has
safe drinking water. The percentage of people with
access to safely managed sanitation is 62% at the
global level, but it drops at 44% in rural areas. Lack
of access to water and sanitation has repercus-
sions particularly on women and children: in many
countries they are traditionally appointed to col-
lect water (and usually they have to travel for many
kilometres to get it, see WeWorld Index 2020), but
they are those who suffer more from the lack of
access to it: just think about the need for care and
hygiene during pregnancy or menstruation.

{

Covid-19 effect X
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One of the most effective ways to

prevent the spread of Covid-19

is washing your hands and disinfecting yourself.
Unfortunately, to this day 3 billion people in the
world do not have any basic hand-washing fa-
cilities at home (UN, 2020a). Lack of access to
water makes them more vulnerable to the virus
and more at risk of contracting various diseas-
es. Women and girls, who are responsible for
collecting water in 80% of the families with no
access to it, are at risk of being subjected to vio-
lence and coming into contact with the virus at
the collection points (ibid.).

Some progress has been achieved: from 2000 up
to today, 2 billion people have acquired access to
safely managed services, i.e., accessible on-prem-
ises, available when needed and free from con-
tamination. Nevertheless, climate change (which
is exacerbating the frequency and intensity of
extreme events such as floods and drought) will
worsen the conditions of countries that are al-
ready suffering from water stress, with conse-
guences not only on their natural/water resourc-
es, but also on entire societies.



People using at least basic
e drinking water services
(WHO/Unicef, 2017)
BOTTOM TEN COUNTRIES*
167 Eritrea 51.85
168 Niger 50.27
169 Uganda 49.10
170 Burkina Faso 47.89
171 Central African Republic 46.33
172 Congo, Dem. Rep. 43.24
173 Papua New Guinea 41.33
174 Ethiopia 41.06
175 South Sudan 40.68
176 Chad 38.70

*Top-ranking countries have been not considered
here because the number of countries having levels
of access to drinking water close to 100% is high.
The same parameter has also been adopted for all the
other indicators in the following part of the report.

People using at least basic
sanitation services
(WHO/Unicef, 2017)

BOTTOM TEN COUNTRIES

167 Benin 16.45
168 Togo 16.13
169 Sierra Leone 15.65
170 Niger 13.57
171 Papua New Guinea 12.95
172 FEritrea 11.94
173 South Sudan 11.32
174 Madagascar 10.51
175 Chad 8.34
176 Ethiopia 7.32

Regular hand-washing

with soap can reduce the Iikelihtz;)d
of Covid-19 infection by 3 6/0

(Global Handwashing Partnership, 2020)

2 in 5 health care facilities worldwide
nave NO SOAp and water

or alcohol-based hand rub
(UN, 2020a)
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ROSEMARY AKAI and YUSUF MEDO
Beneficiaries of WeWorld'’s project on climate change
and resilience to drought in Kenya

Rosemary Akai is a 29-year-old farm-
er living in Kakili Village, Isiolo County.
She lives with her parents. They grow
onions, tomatoes, maize and beans.

“In my village we are all farmers, we

grow crops and herd cattle. Water is necessary for irriga-
tion, for the animals and for our house, for cooking and
cleaning. | fetch the water from a river 3 km away, but
sometimes, because of drought, there is less water. Other
times the water of the river is too dirty, as the animals go
there too. Women are the ones who fetch water, and when
there is less water, we need to go even further to find it,
risking a lot. We have to walk for hours, sometimes we are
raped or killed, especially when a conflict arises because of
water scarcity. My village is between two seasonal rivers
which dry up during droughts. Several tribes, pastoralists
and farmers use the rivers. There are many fights over use
of the water, especially when it is almost dry. During con-
flicts, people destroy farms, water pipes and sometimes Kkill
other people. Drilling more boreholes and providing more
water storage facilities may help the situation. For exam-
ple, the water pump WeWorld will provide us can help us
store enough water to avoid going to the river every day. It
will improve our health conditions as we will not share the
water with animals anymore and it will help our food pro-
duction and economic situation too. If we had more water
at our disposal, | would like to plant more trees close to my
house too.”

Yusuf Medo is a senior teacher in
Uhuru primary school in Burart
Ward, Isiolo County. WeWorld pro-
vided his school with latrines and
hand washing facilities.

“Water in schools is essential for drink-
ing, cooking and for the latrines. In our school, we have a
water tank, while at home, the women of my family fetch
water from a river. The water is supplied twice a week by
the county Government through common taps but this is
not enough and the women have to struggle to get water.
Most of the time our taps are dry and we have to either
fetch it at the river or buy water from the supermarket,
which is expensive. Things are worse now because rain
has become scarce and temperatures have risen. We talk
about climate change here in Isiolo, we organize forums
for people to participate in and share their opinions about
it, and talk about the effects they are suffering. | think we
need to tackle climate change through global initiatives
carried out by international communities to help create
awareness on environmental conservation. A concerted
effort to address the provision of water storage, of un-
derground tanks and gutters would be helpful, as well as
planting more trees. | am worried about the school, as it
has only two storage tanks, therefore if the rainfall keeps
on reducing, the situation will be dire.”

©
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Conflicts and Wars

Wars, conflicts and terrorism worsen the economic and social conditions of a country. Children,
adolescents and women are the first to suffer the consequences, becoming witnesses, or worse,
victims of armed conflict.

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
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Global Peace Index

Country peace level on a scale 1 (most
peaceful) to 5 (least peaceful), examining level
of security, presence of internal or external
conflicts, and level of militarisation

(The Institute for Economics and Peace, 2021)

Number of refugees
per country of origin

Percentage of the total population of a country
(including those who have obtained refugee status,
but excluding asylum seekers - those who have
applied for asylum and refugee status but have not
received a response yet, or who are registered as
asylum applicants - and internal displaced people)

(WeWorld elaboration of UNHCR data, 2021)
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To date, 5.4 million Venezuelan
migrants and refugees have left
their country, thus causing one
of the biggest displacement cri-
ses in the world. The crisis has
reached such a scale that, from
2014, a rise by 8,000% of asylum
requests from Venezuelan citi-
zens has been reported (UNHCR,
2021c).

Fortunately, in February 2021
the Colombian government an-
nounced that it will guarantee a
temporary protection status to
1.7 million Venezuelan people,
including nearly 460,000 chil-
dren (UNHCR, 2021b). This will
enable them to have access to
basic health and social services.
It is a major decision, especially
because most of the refugees,
who are employed in the infor-
mal sector, have been affected
by the Covid-19 economic crisis.
This measure will surely improve
the quality of their life and that of
their children (ibid.).

INTRODUCTION

In 2020, there were 26.4 million refugees worldwide (UN-
HCR, 2021a). 39% of them are hosted in only 5 countries:
Turkey, Colombia, Pakistan, Uganda and Germany (lbid).
Despite the mobility restrictions due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the number of internally displaced people has
increased. 40.5 million new internally displaced are regis-
tered, the highest number ever in the last ten years (IDMC,
2021). Of them, 30.7 million fled their homes because of
natural disasters and extreme weather events (EWEs),
and 9.8 million because of conflicts (ibid.). Most of the dis-
placements triggered by conflicts and violence occurred
in Sub-Saharan Africa and MENA Region (Middle East and
North Africa). In particular, the most hit countries were
The Democratic Republic of Congo, Syria and Ethiopia. As
for the new displacements triggered by disasters, most of
them are from East and South Asia and the Pacific. In fact,
tropical typhoons, monsoon rains and floods have severe-
ly affected areas inhabited by millions of people.

For the ninth time in 13 years, the Global Peace Index
(2021) has reported a deterioration in the level of peace
across the world. The least peaceful region in the world
is still the MENA area. Furthermore, the growth of civil
unrest has not stopped between 2020 and 2021, espe-
cially in countries like Belarus, Russia, The United States,
Myanmar and Uruguay (IEP, 2021).

UNHCR estimates l| l| 1]

that between 2018 and 2020
1 million children
were DOKN as refugees

(UNHCR, 2021b)

Every secondin 202,
Y more than ONE per son
& wasforced to flee

within their own country

(IDMC, 2021)



Global Peace Index
(The Institute for Economics and Peace, 2021)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Iceland 1.10
Denmark 1.253
New Zealand 1.256
Portugal 1.267
Austria 1.315
Iraq

South Sudan

Syria

Yemen

Afghanistan

Number of refugees
per country of origin
(WeWorld elaboration of UNHCR data, 2021)

Rwanda

Palestine

Myanmar

Burundi

Somalia

Afghanistan

Central African Republic
Eritrea

South Sudan

Syria
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Initially, it was thought that the pan-
demic-related restrictions would re-
duce worldwide violence, but their
impact on ongoing conflicts was short-
lived, and in the past year the overall
level of political and social turmoil
rose. In particular, social riots grew
in 2020, many fuelled in response to
the pandemic containment measures
taken by governments. Between Jan-
uary and April 2021 more than 5,000
violent pandemic-related events were
reported, from riotous demonstrations
to physical assaults on people of Asian
descent (IEP, 2021). In total, 158 coun-
tries experienced at least one violent
event directly linked to the pandemic
in this period of time (ibid.).

THE VOICE OF

CHIARA CARDOLETTI
UNHCR Representative to Italy,
the Holy See and San Marino
Italy
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The Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted every aspect of human
life, exacerbating many of the pre-existing global challenges
and severely dffecting the lives of forcibly displaced and state-
less people. The pandemic had a contradictory impact on mo-
bility flows: on one hand, its socioeconomic impact increased
aspirations to move due to a lack of prospects; on the other
hand, it limited the ability of people to move by reducing re-
sources that can be invested in such movement. These fac-
tors, together with restrictions on freedom of movement and
border closures imposed by governments made it considerably
harder for people fleeing war and persecution to reach safety.
Despite pleas from the international community for a cease-
fire that would facilitate the Covid-19 response, displacement
continued to occur: as a result, more than 82.4 million people,
or above 1% of the world’s population, had been forcibly dis-
placed worldwide at the end of 2020. Although the number
of infections among forcibly displaced communities was in line
with general trends during the first waves, they nonetheless
saw their lives dramatically affected by the pandemic because
of the heightened difficulties in accessing health services, the
severe impact on their socioeconomic conditions, particularly
when it comes to livelihoods and education, and the disrup-
tion of already fragile coping mechanisms.

The pandemic hit people differently depending on their age,
gender, disability and other intersectional characteristics.
Displaced women and girls, who make up 70% of all forci-
bly displaced people worldwide, were more impacted by the
virus because of their caregiving responsibilities and their
disproportionate presence in the informal economy, which
was hardly compromised by the pandemic. This resulted in
heightened vulnerability not only because of the loss of in-
come, but also because of the lack of social safety nets. In
addition, within months of the outbreak, reports suggested
that violence against women and children had intensified,
as containment measures were trapping them with their
abusers and cutting them off from support systems. Dis-
placed children have also been disproportionately affected
by the pandemic due to their inability to attend school. This
had consequences not only on their nutrition, but also on
their overall protection from abuse and exploitation which
schools increasingly provide in displaced communities. The
number of UNHCR operations reporting abuse of displaced
children by caregivers more than doubled in 2020.

At more than a year into the Covid-19 crisis, we are only
beginning to understand the full extent of its consequences,
particularly on the most vulnerable people. Despite the many
challenges they face, refugees, asylum seekers, internally dis-
placed and stateless people have stepped in to help with the
response to the pandemic as frontline responders, medical
equipment manufacturers, community workers, artists and
much more. The Covid-19 pandemic has shown that we can
only be safe if everyone is included and protected and that
this emergency can only be tackled if we all, as one global
community, work together and demonstrate solidarity. As
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi re-
minds us, “the worst of crises requires the best of humanity.”
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Dimension 4

Power and Democracy

People who do not have the power to stand up for their rights and to participate in politics are the
most disadvantaged due to the lack of democracy. Among them there are women and adolescents.

@

Global Democracy Index

Country democracy state on a scale 0
(authoritarian regime) to 10 (full democracy),
taking into account five aspects: electoral
pluralism, respect of civil rights, efficacy of
government activities, participation of citizens
in politics, and political culture in general.
(Economist Intelligent Unit, 2020)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Norway 9.81
Iceland 9.37
Sweden 9.26
New Zealand 9.25
Canada 9.24
161 Chad 1.55
162 Syria 143
163 Central African Republic 1.32
164 Congo, Dem. Rep. 1.13
165 Korea, Dem. Rep. 1.08

Corruption Perception Index
Perceived levels of public sector corruption in
180 countries/territories around the world on a
scale 0 (more corruption) to 100 (less corruption)
(Transparency International, 2021)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Denmark 88
New Zealand 88
Finland 85
Singapore 85
Sweden* 85

*Switzerland is also ranked 3rd

BOTTOM FIVE COUNTRIES

168 Venezuela 15
168 Yemen 15
170 Syria 14
171 Somalia 12
171 South Sudan 12

5 9 Countr ieS experienced
police violence

related to the response to

Coronavirus restrictions
(Freedom House, 2020)
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Democracy took a bad blow in 2020. Almost 70% of the
countries analysed by the Democracy Index (2020) has
reported a significant decline to the point that the glob-
al mean reached its lowest level since 2006. Sub-Saharan
African regions, the Middle East and South Africa contrib-
uted the most to this overall worsening, being dominated
by authoritarian regimes.

The situation also appears serious with regard to the Cor-
ruption Perception Index (2021). More than 2 countries in
3 of those taken into account have a score below 50 (100
indicates that the country is very clean from corruption).
Corruption is a plague affecting society as a whole, but in
particular women, with direct repercussions on their chil-
dren. In fact, in many societies women are still the main
caregivers and must deal with more or less high levels of
corruption in sectors such as education, health and other
public services. Women are particularly vulnerable to cor-
ruption in the health sector, as their reproductive health
may require regular attention. Incidents of corruption
can occur for simple things like booking an appointment
up to having to pay for treatments which should be free
of charge (UNODC, 2020). When they cannot pay large
bribes or are vulnerable, women are often forced into so-
called “sextortion”, that is “debt payment” through the use
of sexual acts (ibid.).

QS?
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Human Rights Law recognizes that na- @
tional emergency situations can lead to

limitations in the exercise of some human rights (UN,
2020b). Right from the start of the pandemic crisis, we
have been faced with a dilemma: how to reconcile the
right to health with other human rights? Extraordinary
circumstances pushed most of the global governments to
take extraordinary measures. The lockdowns immediate-
ly reduced our freedom of movement, but also our free-
dom of exerting other human rights, such as the access
to health care, food, water, sanitation, work and educa-
tion. As it is well known, the virus does not discriminate,
but its pernicious consequences affect different social
categories in different ways. It has exacerbated the vul-
nerability of the least protected in society, women and
children first (ibid.). Some other measures will have to be
taken in the future to mitigate the side effects of the pan-
demic. Now more than ever we must not overlook hu-
man rights; on the contrary, the focus on human rights
must be the compass to lead us out of this crisis as soon
as possible and to turn our attention to achieving eq-
uitable sustainable development and sustaining peace.



THE VOICE OF

Index

PAULO CESAR CARBONARI
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Brazil

The Brazilian civil society is very active in the political and
democratic life of the country. Without it, the re-democra-
tization process would not have been possible. The struggle
for amnesty, the Diretas Jd'?> movement and the constituent
process are examples of its strong presence and protago-
nism. The setting up of councils, committees and other forms
of social control of public policies and the monitoring of the
exercise of rights are further proof. The organizations of Bra-
zilian civil society give value to substantial democracy and
defend it, beyond representative and liberal goals, through
deliberative, direct and participative forms. Moreover, this
plethora of organizations sees democracy as profoundly
interconnected and interdependent on sustainable devel-
opment and human rights: neither democratic societies nor
sustainable development are possible without human rights
- and vice-versa.

Fighting inequality, poverty and misery, as well as racism,
patriarchy and other forms of oppression is vital for democ-
racy to engage every woman and man. The ultraconserva-
tive fringes which have taken much of the state power and
have infiltrated society with their speeches and their hostile
political practices, have deeply dented the democratic foun-
dations. Their economic, political and religious fundamental-
ism hinders the existence and the expression of plurality and

12 Diretas Ja (Elections Now) was a civil unrest movement born in 1984 which demanded
direct presidential elections in Brazil.

(EIU, 2020)
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diversity. At the same time, digital and
algorithmic technologies are invading relationships with pre-
dictive methods, limiting effective democratic participation.
In the face of all that, civil society organizations are called
upon more and more to collaborate for “stretching the ho-
rizon’, promoting possible but unexplored alternatives. It is
up to them to strengthen the foundations of organized re-
sistance; draw up proposals for retrieving the great historical
causes and struggles; produce alliances and shared actions
able to accumulate enough strength to decisively affect the
big transformations needed; develop major awareness rais-
ing processes through inclusive education.

There is not a single strategy, ways can differ, but democracy
can be achieved only as a way-of-life and in daily practice,
especially for the poorest. It can be achieved if the struggle
of civil society organizations succeeds in putting the protec-
tion of life back at the centre of relationships, together with
human rights, implementation of justice and respect of free-
dom, promotion of diversity and care for the environment,
so that the common good is perceived as a right, and not
privatised or offered as mere products or consumer services.
And these ways will not be opened up and followed unless
the subjects of law become the main protagonist agents, in
a collective action able to stand up to those egoisms which,
aiming to destroy the “us/we’, prevent solidarity.

(Freedom House, 2020)
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An excellent example of how women can be on the front line of the fight against corruption
is the SPAK (Saya Perempuan Anti-Korupsi) initiative, which means “I am a woman against W"—:-
corruption”, launched by the Corruption Eradication Commission of Indonesia (KPK). The initi- 'H
ative is a response to concerns raised after a survey that was conducted in 2012-2013 among =
citizens of Solo and YogyaKarta by KPK. The survey showed that only 4% of parents teach
their children honesty as it should be practiced in daily life, in cases such as the reporting of ¥
corruption cases. Since Indonesian mothers are considered the key figures in moral education of
families, SPAK was born in response to the need of empowering women to strengthen anti-cor-
ruption education. The initiative consists of activities, training and awareness campaigns led
by women in local communities, often by way of games like role-playing. Many people trained
under the initiative become in their turn trainers (SPAK agents) in anti-corruption practices:
now there are more than 2,400 SPAK agents. Since it was set up, SPAK rapidly expanded to
become a national movement (UNODC, 2020). 25

18 ™
e




SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

“an

G

18 ™
o=

26

Intentional homicide rate

Percentage per 100,000 inhabitants per country.
Voluntary homicide is defined as the death
intentionally caused by one person to another person
(UNODC, 2019)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Singapore 0.15

Japan 0.26

Oman 0.26

Luxembourg 0.33

Indonesia 043

Belize

Lesotho

Honduras

Jamaica

El Salvador
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The UN Women global initiative “Safe Cities
and Safe Public Spaces for Women and Girls”
has been working for more than 10 years to
promote and guarantee safety for women and
girls in cities and public spaces. UN Women
has worked, and is still working, with organi-
zations led by women, local and national gov-
ernments, UN agencies and other partners to
develop, implement and evaluate omni-com-
prehensive and multi-sectorial approaches for
the prevention and contrast of violence against
women and girls in public spaces. The initia-
tive was originally launched in Quito (Ecuador),
Cairo (Egypt), New Delhi (India), Port Moresby
(Papua New Guinea) and Kigali (Rwanda), and
today it involves more than 50 cities in the
world. To mention a few results, in Port Mores-
by the initiative has improved safety, hygiene
and comfort standards for women and girls in
markets and on public transport. In Quito, in-
stead, a local regulation has been approved to
include specific penalties against sexual harass-
ment in public spaces. The outcome has been
a decrease of harassment on public transport,
which inspired the Ecuadorian national strategy
on gender-based violence (UN Women, 2020a).

we
world

Security and Protection

People’s wellbeing also derives from the possibility to live in a context where their own physical
safety is not threatened. Women and young people are the most vulnerable in case of disasters.

People dead & affected by natural
and technological disasters

Number of people dead/plus affected by natural
and technological disasters out of the total
population of a country. Expressed in percentage.
(EM-DAT, 2021)

Djibouti

Guatemala

Somalia

Comoros

Zimbabwe

Fiji

Honduras

Lesotho

Korea, Dem. People’s Rep.
Afghanistan

Intentional homicide generates knock-
on effects which go beyond the loss of
a human life. In fact, a homicide hits the
victim's family life and his community life,
the so-called “secondary victims”, creating
a violent and dangerous environment, es-
pecially for the most vulnerable, like wom-
en and children. Above all, it is organized
crime that puts communities at risk, lead-
ing to a climate of profound instability
and impunity. Over recent years homi-
cide rates have diminished, but not fast
enough to achieve the SDG targets on
peace and justice. Furthermore, homicide
rates for children under 14 have not sig-
nificantly changed. Homicide rate for girls
has remained unvaried from 2008 and
2017 (0.9 victims per 100,000 girls) while
that of boys remained almost constant
(from 1.3 in 2008 to 1.2 in 2017) (UNO-
DC, 2019). In 2020, 389 natural disasters
occurred, killing 15,080 people and hit-
ting another 98.4 million, adding on to the
pandemic (CRED, 2021). India and China
have suffered most in terms of human im-
pact, respectively with 19.6 million and
14.9 million people affected. Fuelled by
climate change, the most common disas-
ters have been floods (201 events), even
though the highest number of people af-
fected (45.5 million) and economic losses
(92.7 billion dollars) has been provoked by

storms (ibid.).
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(UNODC, 2019)

Covid-19 effect O3S

One of the consequences of

the pandemic and its subse-

quent lockdown measures has

been a substantial reduction of homicides and
street level crimes in many countries notori-
ous for this kind of crime, such as Colombia,
Guatemala and Honduras. The greatest de-
crease in homicide rates has been reported in
Kazakhstan (-80%) and South Africa (-50%).
As predictable, however, once the anti-conta-
gion measures were loosened, in many coun-
tries the number of homicides started to rise
again reaching the pre-crisis levels, or even
exceeding them. The situation of social and
economic instability caused by the pandemic
has had a catalytic effect both on micro-crime
and major crimes (IEP, 2021).

For women the pandemic has certainly result-
ed in arise in violence. The practical evidence
collected so far shows that violence against
women and girls was exacerbated since the
outbreak of the pandemic. Lockdown and
forced confinement have given violent men
an additional chance to exercise their power
and control. At the same time, following the
economic and social crisis caused by Cov-
id-19, women have seen their income fall and
had fewer occasions for social contact and to
access services and community support, all
of which give them fewer exit options (UN
Women, 2021a).

THE VOICE OF

LAURO ROSSI

Program Director at CIMA (Centro ﬁ‘ e
Internazionale in Monitoraggio Ambientale e ;'
- International Center for Environmental \W
Monitoring) Research Foundation, University of -
Genoa

Italy

Climate change may have a disruptive impact on different
areas of the planet, hitting the most vulnerable hardest, and
contributing to food insecurity, population displacement and
stress on water resources. The effect of climate change is
undeniably exacerbated when coupled with factors that in-
crease exposure and vulnerability, such as unplanned urbani-
zation taking place within high-risk zones, economic activities
in hazard-prone areas, environmental degradation, and pop-
ulation growth.

Climate change affects the extremes of the hydrological cycle
following diverse patterns across the globe, which must be in-
vestigated and understood to quantify impacts on human life
and economic losses, and thus on sustainable development.
Fully probabilistic risk assessment frameworks are nowadays
available to understand the probability that different magni-
tudes of damaging events of flood, drought and wildfire will
occur over an extended period of time®. The final goal is to
identify critical gaps and challenges across sectors and scales
to timely implement climate adaptation actions and to drive
protection policies for the most vulnerable.

In this context women and children are among the categories
of people that suffer the worst consequences.

A quantitative risk analysis should identify and measure driv-
ers that can lead to malnutrition (e.g., cropland and grazing
land, livestock, water sources dffected by floods and droughts),
limited access to education and health service (e.g., damaged
roads, schools and health centers), not wealthy conditions
(e.g., impact on GDP).

To arrest root causes of other secondary cascading effects,
the analysis should extend to indirect impacts. For instance,
increasing frequency/intensity of floods, droughts, and/
or wildfires may worsen food security/nutrition and living
conditions, which may trigger school dropouts, child labour,
longer transhumance livestock migrations, diseases (e.g.,
cholera cases due to use of unimproved water sources), clo-
sure of some schools, family abandonment, domestic vio-
lence, migrations, etc.

In the same way, increasing pressure on the environment
and ecosystem (e.g., in search of alternative sources of in-
come and food may intensify processes of land degradation,
deforestation and depletion of water) will amplify vulnerabil-
ity in the long run.

Understanding the causal links between climate change,
changed hydrology and modified wildfire regimes and their
consequent impacts, and quantifying risk through quantita-
tive indicators, enable policy makers to evaluate medium- and
long-term adaptation measures from a cost-benefit point of
view and take the most promising action.

The same risk assessment framework can be used in near
real-time to forecast and monitor impacts of oncoming haz-
ardous events, issue warnings, and activate emergency plans
focused on the protection of the most vulnerable.

13 See for example country flood and drought risk profiles produced in the framework of the
“Building Disaster Resilience to Natural Hazards in Sub-Saharan Africa Regions, Countries and
Communities” programme, http:/riskprofilesundrr.org/
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Access to information

Information and communication technologies contribute to the wellbeing and inclusion of
women, children and adolescents. Greater access to information for everybody promotes gender

equality and fosters economic and social inclusion.

People with access to electricity
Percentage of the total population of a country
(World Bank, 2021)

Individuals using Internet
Percentage of the total population of a country
(ITU, 2020)
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There is still a major gap in Internet access
and use between women and men, and be-
tween girls and boys. Only in 1 country out
of 4 gender equality in Internet use has
been achieved (ITU, 2020). When women
and girls have access to Internet and ade-
quate skills to use information and commu-
nication technologies (ICTs), they are more
likely to access education and educational
and financial services, find better paid jobs,
start their own business. On average, glob-
ally only 30% of researchers are women.
Less than 1 girl in 3 chooses to enrol in
higher education courses in subjects such
as maths and engineering (World Economic
Forum, 2020). That is why it is important to
promote the participation of girls in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math-
ematics) and ICT related fields since early
childhood.

ITU (International Telecommunication Un-
ion) works to guarantee gender equality
in ICT fields. In particular ITU is guided by
Resolution 70: Mainstreaming a gender
perspective in ITU and promotion of gender
equality and the empowerment of women
through information and communication
technologies. Since 2011, ITU has been or-
ganizing the International Girls in ICT Day,
a global effort to raise awareness, empower
and encourage girls and young women to
follow study courses and careers in ICTs.
Over the years the initiative has engaged
more than 362,000 girls and young women
who have taken part in more than 11,000
events in 171 countries worldwide.

INTRODUCTION

Since 2010 more than 1 billion people have
gained access to electricity. In India, for example,
the government has announced having reached
full electricity access, and several African coun-
tries have implemented effective policies to en-
large the catchment area (IEA, 2020). Despite
this, 758 million people still live without elec-
tricity, half of them in fragile settings or areas
hit by conflicts (World Bank, 2021a). The Cov-
id-19 crisis could seriously jeopardize the pro-
gress made: as of now, it seems unlikely that the
2030 Agenda target of universal access can be
met, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa. In fact, it
is estimated that 660 million people may still not
have access to electricity in 2030 (IEA, 2020).

In April 2021, 4.33 billion active Internet users
were registered in the world, that is 6 people
out of 10. Over the last year, given the pandem-
ic and the lockdown measures, the number of
Internet users increased by more than half a bil-
lion (Datareportal, 2021). Unfortunately, major
differences between countries still remain: if
in Europe and North America 9 people out of
10 are connected, in Eastern Africa more than
3 people in 4 are not. In Southern Asia the sit-
uation is also critical, with more than 1 billion
people connected only in three countries: India,
Bangladesh and Pakistan (ibid.).

On ’ y 5 % of children and young people in

‘ﬂ

R

West and Central Africa
have ’nternet access at home

compared to the 33% global average

(Unicef/ITU, 2020)

ciobally, 3 oUt of 4 students

who cannot be reached by remote learning come

from KUK a’ aredas andsor belong to the
poorest households

(Unicef, 2020a)
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People with access to electricity
(World Bank, 2021)

BOTTOM TEN COUNTRIES

167 Madagascar 2691
168 Sierra Leone 22.70
169 Congo, Dem. Rep. 19.10
170 Niger 18.77
171 Burkina Faso 18.38
172 Central African Republic 14.30
173 Malawi 11.20
174 Burundi 11.06
175 Chad 8.40
176 South Sudan 6.72

®

Individuals using Internet

(ITU, 2020)
TOP FIVE COUNTRIES
1 Bahrain 99.70
2 Qatar 99.65
3 Kuwait 99.54
4 United Arab Emirates 99.15
5 Iceland 99.01
BOTTOM FIVE COUNTRIES
171 Central African Republic 4.34
172 Guinea-Bissau 3.93
173 Burundi 2.66
174 Somalia 2.00
175 FEritrea 1.31
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The health crisis and economic downturn @
caused by Covid-19 added to the problems

that many governments were already fac-

ing in tackling energy poverty and extending access to
electricity. Shifting government priorities, supply-chain
slowdowns together with imposed distancing measures
have jeopardized activities in the area of energy access.
In Sub-Saharan Africa, progress painstakingly achieved
has been overturned by the effects of the pandemic. Es-
timates (IEA, 2020) suggest that the share of population
without electricity is rising for the first time since 2013.
In the year of the pandemic, access to Internet turned out
to be more fundamental than ever. At a global level, there
was a boom in the use of the network for various reasons:
remote-working, distance learning and teaching, online
purchases, use of streaming services, video calls, etc. In
particular, for children and youths Internet proved to be
the only access tool to education for almost two school
years. However, a study led by Unicef and ITU (2020)
shows that globally 2.2 billion children and young people
under 25 do not have Internet at home. The lack of digi-
tal connectivity largely depends on where these children
and young people live, and on the economic resources of
their families. Significantly extending access to the Inter-
net is vital to ensure that all children and youths receive
adequate education and acquire the necessary skills to
support a sustainable future. Finally, access to the Inter-
net poses a problem of online safety for children which
should be adressed by legislators, parents and schools.

Percentage of people with internet access at home, by country income groups

Access to the internet varies widely depending on country income group, the rural-urban divide as well

as a household wealth
(Unicef, 2020b)
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Dimension 7

Gender
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Progress of societies goes through their ability to reduce and remove gender inequalities. In an
inclusive and equal society women and children have many social, economic, educational and

cultural opportunities.

Gender Gap Index (GGlI)
Country gender gap, ranging from 0 (total
inequality) to 1 (total equality)

(World Economic Forum, 2021)

Gender Inequality Index (GllI)
Country gender gap, ranging from 0 (total
equality) te 1 (total inequality)

(UNDP, 2021)

Women’s
employment
s 19% more at risk

compared to men’s
(UN Women, 2021a)

& § Globally,

women aged 25-34
are 2 5 % more likely than men
tolivein €Xtreme poverty

(UN, 2021b)

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

GCALS

INTRODUCTION

Moving forward... the 2030 Agenda

Adopting gender-responsive policies is vital for deal-

Gender inequalities are still an integral part of the contexts
in which women and people under 18 live (see Chapter 1).
Therefore, it is vital to recognize and contrast them and to
guarantee equal opportunities. Unfortunately, in the year
of the pandemic women'’s condition has further worsened.
In 2020, the Global Gender Gap Report stated that 99.5
years would be necessary to reach equality. In 2021 this
time has increased further: at the moment, it will take
135.6 years to close the gender gap. As every year, signif-
icant differences across various geographical areas are re-
ported. Western Europe is again the region that has made
the most progress, while Middle East and North Africa are
reporting the widest gap (World Economic Forum, 2021a).
The most critical dimension is the economic one: 267.5
years will be needed in order to reduce inequalities be-
tween men and women in the employment market. While
progress has been made in other dimensions, the eco-
nomic gap has remained stagnant over the last 20 years.
Worldwide only 62% of women have a job, compared with
93% of men'4 (UN, 2021b). Also, according to the Gender
Inequality Index, we are still a long way from full equality:
in 2019 the Gll is 0.436 (full equality is 0).

To achieve gender equality, a universal value to strive for
and a precondition for development, it is crucial to remove
stereotypes and discriminatory rules. Suffice it to say that
as of today only 10 countries worldwide have full equal
rights for women and men: Belgium, France, Denmark,
Latvia, Luxembourg, Sweden, Canada, Iceland, Portugal
and Ireland. This means that, at least from a legal point of
view, only these countries guarantee equality in spheres
like freedom of movement, work, pay, marriage, child rear-
ing, business ownership, asset management and pensions
(World Bank, 2021b).

14 Itis also to be considered, that globally 58% of women who have a job are employed in the
informal economic sector, with lower income compared to men, and lack of social protection. This
percentage rises to 92% in developing countries (ILO, 2019a).
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en is working together with 62 coun-

75

ing with inequalities exacerbated by the pandemic
and for making progress in reducing the gender gap.
Nevertheless, in order to apply adequate and target-
ed policies it is necessary to rely on up-to-date and
accurate data, divided by gender, age and territorial

10 i .
RN area. Only 60 countries out of 193 are currently re-
- porting data on Covid-19 cases by sex and age to the
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World Health Organization (UN Women, 2021a).

Concerning this, UN Women is trying to fill some of
the gaps in data collection and availability, especially
for developing countries. At the moment UN Wom-

an

tries to collect data that is as accurate

as possible on how the pandemic has hit women and
girls, through rapid gender assessment surveys. For
example, in Samoa, UN Women is collaborating with
the Ministry of Women, Community and Social De-
velopment to design a Covid-19 data collection plan
and promote responses from rural communities. In
the Maldives and in Pakistan, rapid gender assess-
ment surveys are used to inform socioeconomic im-
pact assessment and integrated policy responses to
Covid-19 (ibid.).
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Gender Gap Index (GGlI)
(World Economic Forum, 2021)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Iceland 0.892
Finland 0.861
Norway 0.849
New Zealand 0.840
Sweden 0.823
Syria

Pakistan

Iraq

Yemen

Afghanistan

Gender Inequality Index (Gll)
(UNDP, 2021)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Switzerland 0.025
Denmark 0.038
Sweden 0.039
Belgium 0.043
Netherlands 0.043
Mali
Central African Republic
Chad
Papua New Guinea
Yemen

Sl

Covid-19 effect S

The impacts of crises are never

gender neutral, and Covid-19 is

no exception. Women and girls, who were al-
ready living in profoundly unequal economic,
social and educational conditions, have seen
their situation alarmingly worsen. According
to current forecasts, by the end of 2021, 435
million girls and women will find themselves
below the poverty line, and as a result of the
pandemic, 47 million will join the ranks of the
“new poor” (UN Women, 2021a). These num-
bers may seriously jeopardize decades of pro-
gress and make the achievement of the SDGs
even harder. Adopting gender-responsive pol-
icy making is the key to reverse this trend, fos-
ter female empowerment and close the gender
pay gap. Likewise, to see the reconstruction
post-Covid-19 through gender-lenses is the
only way for starting a structural and systemat-
ic transformation, as pointed out during the last
Generation Equality Forum held in July 2021.

Women’s rights in
@ Afghanistan

Gender inequality is not an innate and immutable con-
dition, but a contextual factor deriving from tradition-
alist and patriarchal socio-cultural practices. Afghan-
istan is a clear example of this. Despite the progress
made over the last twenty years in a country that al-
ready saw women in a condition of substantial inequal-
ity, the recent Taliban comeback to power constitutes
a very serious risk.

From 1996 to 2001, during the first Taliban regime,
women’s rights were systematically violated. Education
was forbidden in almost all cases, as was the possibility
of working outside the home or even going out with-
out a male relative, and in any case always wearing
the burqa. Any form of entertainment and socialization
outside the family was forbidden. Disobeying these
strict rules led to severe punishments, including infa-
mous stoning.

After the ousting of the Taliban, Afghan women fought
for their rights by taking an active role in developing a
culture of human rights in the country. The issue of vio-
lence against women was seriously addressed with the
Elimination of Violence Against Women Law in 2009
and the Ministry of Women'’s Affairs under the demo-
cratic government that fell in August 2021. Moreover,
the country signed many international agreements to
improve the condition of women, including the Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion Against Women (Qazi Zada, 2021). Women and
girls had access to education (for instance today 1 in 3
girls is able to read), they resumed working and doing
business, doing politics, choosing what to wear, acting
in self-determination. Women organized themselves,
gathering in civil society or more institutionalized
groups, to support each other and share good prac-
tices: among these, a virtuous example is Women for
Afghan Women?>, a grassroots organization that has
grown to become the largest organization for women
and by women in the country.

Nevertheless, the specter of inequality, and especial-
ly violence, has never left the country. It is estimated,
in fact, that about 90% of Afghan women have suf-
fered at least one form of domestic violence in their
life. There are still many steps to be taken, especially
with regards to female and reproductive health (WHO,
2020a). This high rate of violence has its roots in cul-
tural and religious values which, with the return of the
Taliban, are fiercely reemerging. Their comeback to
power, combined with a fundamentalist interpretation
of the Sharia, constitute a huge risk to women'’s rights
and to the conquests made in the last twenty years.
The international community as a whole will have to
take responsibility for this crisis, especially when the
spotlight will no longer be on it, and not leave Afghan
women and girls alone.
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Dimension 8
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Children’s Health

The human and economic costs of mortality and child malnutrition are enormous, and affect es-
pecially the weakest and most vulnerable subjects. But they also influence the society as a whole,
both its social progress and economic growth.

Malnutrition encompasses both undernutrition and bad/over nutrition.

Under-five mortality rate
Probability of dying by age 5

per 1000 live births

(Unicef/WHO, 2020)

Children underweight
Percentage of children aged 0-59 months
who are more than two standard deviations
below median height-for-age of the WHO
Child Growth Standards

(Unicef/WHO, 2020)

INDICATORS

’ n 2 02 O, at least
1 child in 3 under 5

was suffering from

a form of ma’nutriﬁon

(Unicef/WFP, 2021)

144

millions

stunTeED 2019 2020
Low height for age
millions
WASTED 2019 2020
Low weight for height

@ (ibid.)

INTRODUCTION

Even if, over the last thirty years, deaths of children under
five decreased from 1 in 11, in 1990, to 1 in 27, in 2019,
overall, 5.2 million children have lost their lives in 2019,
half of whom in Sub-Saharan Africa (Unicef, 2020c). Com-
plications due to premature delivery, asphyxiation/trauma
at birth, pneumonia, congenital anomalies, diarrhoea and
malaria are still the main causes of death, even though all
these factors could be prevented or cured through simple
and affordable treatment (e.g., immunization, adequate
nutrition, safe water and food, quality care by qualified
health workers).

80% of premature deaths are concentrated in Central and
Southern Asia (nearly 25%) and in Sub-Saharan Africa (al-
most 55%), which counts 1 death out of 13 births (Unicef,
2020d). The overwhelming majority of children who suf-
fer from undernutrition lives in the same geographical ar-
eas. In fact, food insecurity is closely related to the rise
in diseases due to malnutrition and hence to the num-
ber of deaths. Access to a sufficient, varied and healthy
diet is essential for women during pregnancy and the
breast-feeding period, a crucial time for a child’s growth.
Yet many women and children do not have access to it, be-
cause of ever more conflicts, climate shocks and poverty.

{2

Covid-19 effect X :

The pandemic has contributed to
weakening food security for children,

especially the most fragile. The eco-

nomic crisis has reduced sources of income for
many households, which have had to fight against
an increase in the price of staple goods because of
the disruption of supply chains on a global level.
According to the Food Price Index, in May 2021 the
price of food items was 4.8% higher than in April
2021, and 39.7 % compared to May 2020 (FAO,
2021a). School closures have had an enormous ef-
fect too. In 2020, globally, an estimated 39 billion
in-school meals were not delivered due to school
closures (Unicef/World Food Programme, 2021).
The consequences mostly affect families under, or
at risk of falling under, the poverty line (1.90 dol-
lars a day). These families often rely on schools for
a series of other social services (besides canteen
meals) too, such as access to water and sanitation.
Among the indirect effects of the pandemic, there
is the risk that children from the poorest families
are forced to work to cope with the economic dif-
ficulties (Unicef, 2020e).
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Under-five mortality rate 3

(Unicef/WHO, 2020) 6
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Iceland 1.96 I:I—:
Slovenia 2.07
Cyprus 2.3
Montenegro 2.32
Finland 2.38

Sierra Leone

Central African Republic
Chad

Somalia

Nigeria

Children underweight
(Unicef/WHO, 2020)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
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Moving forward... the 2030 Agenda

Estonia 1.20
Chile 1.60
Germany 1.60
Netherlands 1.60
Australia 2.10
Niger

Papua New Guinea

Timor-Leste

Eritrea

Burundi
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MANASI SHARMA
Research Consultant (Mental Health), Unicef Office of
Research - Innocenti, Florence, Italy

Even before the Covid-19 pandemic, globally about
13% of children and adolescents aged 6-18 years were diagnosed with
mental health conditions such as depression and anxiety.*¢ Through com-
prehensive evidence syntheses, Unicef Office of Research - Innocenti has
examined how the pandemic and prior public health emergencies have
impacted mental health and development in children.'”

We found that government-imposed lockdowns and school closures sig-
nificantly in 2020 disrupted the daily lives of children and adolescents,
leading to increased fears and concerns about virus infection, restricted
freedom of movement, and irregular sleep and physical activity patterns.
Higher than normal levels of depression, anxiety, conduct disorder, alcohol
and substance use and sedentary behaviours were commonly reported
during lockdown. Most studies were from countries that were hardest hit
initially (e.g.: China, Italy and the US), but another global study by WHO
shows that child and adolescent mental health services were disrupted
in over two-thirds of the 130 countries they surveyed during Covid-19.1¢

However, there were also positive experiences which should be highlight-
ed. Specifically, young people reported perceived benefits from staying
home (e.g., increased quality time with family members) and school clo-
sure (e.g., respite from exam stress and classroom bullying). Engaging in
positive coping strategies, like online learning, taking up new hobbies,
and having more flexible schedules contributed to a sense of well-being
among many during lockdowns.

Ongoing phases of the pandemic and continued waves of lockdown and
isolation may have deleterious effects on young people’s long-term mental
health, social networks, and economic conditions. It should also be noted
that certain sub-groups have unequal access to adequate care and may
be at increased risk for mental health conditions and: children from dis-
advantaged families, those with pre-existing health and mental health
issues, and children with previous trauma or adverse childhood experienc-
es. These groups should be prioritized for mental health intervention and
programming efforts. It is important to ensure that children and adoles-
cents have the assets, skills and are provided adequate support to build
resilience and overcome the shocks of Covid-19 and future adversities, as
well as maintain their positive well-being beyond the pandemic.

16 Vos T, Lim SS, Abbafati C, et al. Global Burden of 369 Diseases and Injuries in 204 Countries and Ter-
ritories, 1990-2019: A Systematic Analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019. The Lancet.
2020;396(10258):1204-1222. doi:10.1016/50140-6736(20)30925-9

17 Unicef Office of Research - Innocenti (2021, forthcoming). Life in Lockdown: Child and Adolescent Mental
Health and Well-being during COVID-19. See: https:/www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1209-life-in-lockdown-
child-and-adolescent-mental-health-and-well-being-in-the-time-of-covid- 19-rapid-review-protocol.htm|

18 See: https:/www.who.int/news/item/05-10-2020-covid-19-disrupting-mental-health-services-in-most-coun-
tries-who-survey
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Fortunately, in recent years the debate about climate
change has widened, and this is positive not only for our
planet’s health, but also for children’s health. Regarding
food security, this debate has contributed to shifting the
attention from quantitative aspects (calories needed for
sustenance), to the quality and sustainability of the food
we eat. The quality of our diets and of the environment
are closely linked, because what we eat comes from the
Earth and everything we produce and consume has an im-
pact on it. On this point, in 2003 the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme (UNEP) launched a strategy in Kenya
aimed at involving the youngest in sustainable activities.
TUNZA, the name chosen for this activity, means “treat
with care and affection” in Kiswahili. Among the initiatives

carried out, in some schools the watering of —

one small plant was entrusted to each child. “‘
The benefits of such initiatives are multiple

and have consequences on the social, economic, nutritional
and ecological spheres. The boys and girls involved devel-
op knowledge about topics such as cultivation, harvesting
and cooking, and such awareness helps them reduce waste.
Furthermore, green spaces in the community increase, CO2
emissions decrease and air quality improves. The availability
of local fruits and vegetables at affordable prices also in-
creases, and children boost their physical activity and their
sense of community, in addition to feeling proud and

satisfied as the products grow (UNEP, 2021a).
33
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Children’s Education

Primary education lay the foundations for lifelong learning and secondary education is a mean to
empower young people and prevent drop-out. Educated children and young people will bring ben-
efits to themselves and the society in which they live as adults.

Primary net enrollment rate

Total number of students in the theoretical age
group for a given level of education enrolled in
that level, expressed as a percentage of the total

population in that age group
(Unesco, 2021)

Lower Secondary net
enrollment rate

Total number of students in the theoretical age
group for a given level of education enrolled in
that level, expressed as a percentage of the total

population in that age group
(Unesco, 2021)

Covid-19 effect O3S

At the peak of the crisis, more

than 1.6 billion students in

more than 190 countries were not attending
any school (Unesco, 2021a), resulting in the
most serious interruption of global education
ever. School closures and distance learning
have amplified pre-existing inequalities, ex-
acerbating gaps in access to education at the
expense of those children and youths living
in poverty, in rural rather than in urban areas,
and of girls rather than boys. For example,
the risk of dropping out of school is higher
for girls who are often forced into premature
marriages and hence abandon school to fi-
nancially support the family (Unicef, 2021a).
The crisis has also affected individual skills,
so strategies for dealing with learning losses
will have to be developed. Unesco (Unesco,
2021a) estimates that more than 100 million
children will fall below the minimum level of
reading skills because of school closures. If
on one hand the prospect is worrying, on the
other hand this historical moment should be
exploited to reorganize the school system
and to offer effective educational support
to teachers, who had to cope with distance
teaching without time to familiarize with it
and often with limited resources.

Before the outbreak of the pandemic, progress towards
inclusive and equitable education for all was proceeding
too slowly, with the prospect of having 200 million chil-
dren still out-of-school in 2030 (UN, 2021c). Nowadays
about 258 million children are out of school: 59 million
out of primary, 62 million out of lower secondary and
138 million out of upper secondary. More than half of
them live in Sub-Saharan Africa (Unesco, 2020a). Enrol-
ment rates for primary and lower secondary are growing
slowly but steadily (Unesco, 2021a).

However, for a comprehensive picture of the current ed-
ucational situation it is necessary to look at attendance
and completion rates. Attendance rates, i.e., how many
students actually go to a school, have increased very
rapidly over the past few years, especially in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, where school taxes have been abolished.
Completion rates indicate how many students reach the
final grade (including repeating students). In Sub-Sa-
haran Africa this trend is also increasing, but not at a
sufficient pace to achieve universal primary completion
within 2030 (Unesco, 2020b).

Over the last 25 years a major improvement in gender
educational equality has been registered. In particular,
in low-income countries primary and secondary enrol-
ment rates have almost doubled while the primary en-
rolment gender gap has halved (Unesco, 2020c). Nev-
ertheless, we are still far from reaching full equality; at
this pace, before 2050 it will not be possible to get all
girls attending primary school (ibid.).

C
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Unesco, 2020a
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Primary net enrollment rate
(Unesco, 2021)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Ireland 100.00
Norway 100.00
Montenegro 99.99
Austria 99.95
France 99.95

THE VOICES OF

Mali

Niger

Eritrea

Equatorial Guinea
South Sudan

Lower Secondary net
enrollment rate
(Unesco, 2021)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Kazakhstan 99.98
Georgia 99.97
Finland 99.93
Canada 99.93
United Arab Emirates 99.91
Mali

South Sudan

Chad

Niger

Tanzania

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
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Moving forward... the 2030 Agenda

Despite the digital divide still existing across several
countries and within the countries themselves, technol-
ogy offers endless new opportunities for teaching and
learning. In particular, it allows the design of personal-
ized approaches to match every single student’s needs.
For instance, EkStep Foundation (2021), in India, has
created an open digital infrastructure which provides
200 million kids with access to learning opportunities,
as well as professional development opportunities for
teachers and school administrators. The platform al-
lows access to content that ranges from teaching ma-

DOCA MICHE QUINOQUE and MARIA MARCOS
Beneficiaries of WeWorld'’s education project in Mozambique
(Photographs by Stefano Cioni)

Doca Miche Quinoque and Maria Marcos are a teacher and
a student who benefit from the projects that WeWorld has
been carrying out in Mozambique since 2000, in both emer-
gency and development settings. Some of the WeWorld main
strategic axes in the region involve increasing rural popula-
tions’ resilience in terms of productivity and adaptability to
natural disasters and climate change effects, and improving
access for the most vulnerable to basic services such as wa-
ter, health and education.

Doca Miche Quinoque, teacher

“The cyclone destroyed the school in 2019,
and as a consequence we had to find a
solution to ensure that our children carry
on studying, since everything had been de-
stroyed: roof, books, school material. With
their parents’ help, we built some outdoor shacks to have a
space for teaching. | was informed of the cyclone at night, by
a colleague who then warned all the other professors. First, we
came to the school to save what could be saved, then we took
shelter at home. When we returned to the school the morning
dfter, we were faced with a scenario of destruction: roofs blown
off and walls, desks, books drenched and damaged. We tried to
do our best, pulling what could be saved from the classrooms.
The situation at school was already serious due to the cyclone,
and then the pandemic arrived. For more than a year the stu-
dents did not come. At the end of the year, the older pupils were
back to school, but we struggled a lot to get all the students
back. We called on them one by one at their homes, trying to get
them back. It is difficult to face up to the pandemic, the families
could not even afford hygiene devices or masks. Time and effort
will be needed, but with everybody’s help we will make it".

Maria Marcos, student
“When the cyclone arrived, | was at home and as soon as |
knew what happened | was very upset, as
I like going to school. My favourite subject
is maths, because it gives me the ability
to make calculations and manage money.
When | grow up and | finish my studies |
would like to become a teacher and teach
others what | have learnt here”.

\ [/
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terials to explanatory videos, interactive “‘
content, stories, practical worksheets

and training assessments. This adaptive technology al-
lows you to monitor which content is more frequently
and advantageously used, guiding decisions on future
contents and making the use of already available re-
sources more effective. To ensure that more and more
students can benefit from technological innovations it
is still necessary to deal with the digital divide, taking
into account that technology must not take over from
face-to-face teaching, but support it.
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Dimension 10

Children’s Human Capital

Starting from childhood every child must have the possibility to benefit from the human capital
existing in its context, that is the set of knowledge, skills and abilities contributing to the forma-

tion of the individual.

(Worid

z Parents’ level of education profoundly affects 2 Adult literacy rate

9 their children’s educational process, health and o @ Percentage of population aged 15 years and over

lL_) personal growth. There are still major regional [ who can both read and write with understanding

S gaps between literacy rates in adults, and there- s a short simple statement on his/her everyday life.

fa) fore in the ability and possibility of parents to - Generally, ‘literacy’ also encompasses ‘numeracy,

(o] create a supportive environment for their chil- 2 the ability to make simple arithmetic calculations

ln_‘ dren’sI education. E;I/en thoug(gjhI over thehlast 50 — (Unesco, 2021)

z years literacy rates have steadily risen, there are

- still 773 million illiterate adults worldwide, of
whom 2 out of 3 are women (Unesco, 2020b). 124 Sierra L‘eone 4521
The situation is particularly critical in South- 125 Afghanistan 43.02
East Asia and in Sub-Saharan Africa. Public pol- 126 Benin 4236
icies aimed at promoting education and culture 127 Burkina Faso 41.22
are an essential requirement for training and 128 Central African Republic 3740
inclusion of the population under 18 too. The 129 Mali 35.47
impact of the pandemic on education has been 130 Niger 35.05
particularly severe: due to the crisis, 2 out of 3 131 South Sudan 34.52
low-income countries have had to curb their 132 Guinea 32.00
budget for public education, versus 1 out of 3 133 Chad 2231
middle and high-income countries (World Bank/
Unesco, 2021).

Government expenditure on
education

QS Percentage of GDP of a country

° (Unesco, 2020)
Covid-19 effect ot

School closures and the use of dis- 1 Norway 791
tance teaching and learning are a clear 2 Denmark 7.81
example of how parent’s cultural and educational lev- 3 Sierra Leone 7.70
el impact on their children’s educational course. It is 4 Iceland 7.65
now evident that the pandemic has amplified pre-ex- 5 Belize 7.56
|shqg mgqua'llt'les. Children and youth comlng from
families in disadvantaged and/or fragile conditions, ;

and with a low level of education, have struggled to 154 Papu? NE:'W Guinea 193
keep up with their school mates during online school- 135 Mauritania 189
ing (where it was provided for by governments). This 136 Congo, Dem. Rep. 145
is due partly to the inability to access the digital devic- 137 Bangladesh 1.32
es for attending classes, but also to insufficient skills 138 South Sudan 0.98

(including digital ones) of parents, who were not able
to help them. digital poverty added to economic and
educational poverty. The dire effects of the pandem-
ic will have a long-term impact and will affect chil-
dren and youth first, but also, the social-economic
development of the countries, which really depends
on the human capital of their inhabitants. Regarding
this, the World Bank (World Bank, 2020a) has esti-
mated that learning losses of millions of children will
result in 10 trillion dollars earnings short-fall in their
future working lives.

Each additional year of

education

boosts a person’s

income by 10%

and increases a country’s

GDP by 18%

(Unicef, 2015a)
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SHADIA MUHIDINI and FATUMA CHITANDAI
Beneficiaries of WeWorld'’s education project in
Tanzania

WeWorld works in Dar Es Salaam in 10 primary schools
with a child sponsorship program. The Mtoni Kijichi
school is in the Southern part of the town. In our inter-
vention we have built new classrooms equipped with
desks and chairs. Moreover, we have restored or built
separate latrines for males and females, and delivered
school material and uniforms. A “Child Club” has been
set up, to make children aware of their rights, through
play and activities (acting, singing etc.). Art-therapy
workshops are held to involve the most fragile children
and help them express what they feel, which is espe-
cially useful in cases of abuse or domestic violence.

Shadia Muhidini, Mtoni Kijichi Primary School

“I am Shadia Mubhidi, | am 13 years old and | live in
Mwanamtoti with my granny. My father is dead and my
mother lives in Kawe. | study at Mtoni Kijichi primary
school. It takes me 30 minutes to get to school. At school
we study a lot of subjects: English, maths, Kiswabhili, so-
cial studies, but we also have activities for vocational
skills and civic education. My favourite subject is maths. |
like school also because there are my friends Khadija and
Shelter, and my teacher Kaleje, my favourite one. During
lockdown | helped my grandma with the housework, for
example | used to wash utensils and clothes or clean the
floor. | missed school. My dream is to become a doctor
one day. | would like to thank WeWorld which has sup-
ported me and my family, has allowed granny to start her
own business and provided her with a sewing machine.
Now she is able to fulfill my basic needs and other school
necessities | might have.”

Moving forward...
the 2030 Agenda

Fatuma Chitanda, Grandmother
“l am Fatuma Ally Chitanda, | am 67 years old and | live in
Mbagala Mwanamtoti. | am a widow. My husband died a
long time ago and I live with my grandchildren, including
Shadia. Shadia’s father is dead too, so she lives with me
and | look after her. Six of us live in our single household. |
do not have a specific livelihood nor my own business, es-
pecially because of my age. | used to make do with some
occasional gigs, but due to the current situation going
around to earn a little money is almost impossible. | am
not strong enough anymore to walk for long... We man-
age to eat something when God blesses my children. | do
not frequently do mat weaving anymore, in the hope of
selling, but usually only when | know that there is a client
asking for it. Business is not good. Even though | have a
sewing machine, | do not use it enough to make a living.
When God endows me little, we do eat and when my son
earns little from his labor, we do eat. When | wake up in
the morning | clean, tidy the house, go to local mini-shops
to get something to eat and cook. | thank God as Shadia
washes utensils, fetches water, washes clothes and at-
tends two schools: Mtoni Kijichi primary school and Ma-
drassa (college for Islamic instruction). But | struggle to
give her pocket money every day. | manage to give her
something every now and then, but usually she goes to
school skint. | am very proud of Shadia. We help each
other. She does her homework and encourages me to
believe that my and her hopes will come true. | love ed-
ucation. | insisted with her not to drop out of school, to
study and not to forget what she
has learnt. My dream for Shad-
ia is for her to continue with her
education, pass her exams, carry
on well and all her plans to be ful-
filled. I love education, I truly love
education.”
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Investing in children’s health and education is necessary to increase the stock of -&ﬁ
human capital. In the past, investments addressed to children’s health and education

have had the highest marginal value of all public investments, with benefits exceed- 4
ing on average by 5 times the cost for the government (Hendren N., Sprung-Keyser

B, 2020). Singapore is a striking example of this.

Part of the country’s strategy has been to make primary education universal, fo- 3
cusing on the quality of teaching and the endorsement of STEM subjects. In 1960,
Singapore showed the same literacy levels as low-middle income economies at that
time, while in 2018 it had a rate of 95% for women and 98% for men, like the most

orl [ 41

10 55k
developed economies (Unesco, 2021b). -
. . . . . s . 'H
Besides being a necessary form of social and intergenerational justice, investing in =

education is a prudent and forward-looking strategy that governments and institu-
tions should implement as soon as possible.
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Children’s Economic Capital

Children growing up in a prosperous family context can study and invest in their lifelong edu-
cation, have economic resources for extracurricular activities (which in turn contribute to the
development of social, educational, sport skills, etc.), receive adequate nutrition and medical care,
have useful resources for their overall development.

Unemployment rate

Percentage of total labour force that is without
work but available for and seeking employment
(ILO, 2020)

GDP per capita (current US$)

GDP per capita, espressed in current U.S. dollars

(World Bank, 2020)
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In Indonesia, the Impact of Covid-19
on Child Poverty and Mobility (2020)
analysis, conducted by Unicef in
collaboration with the Indonesian
Agency for Fiscal Policies, shows the
specific impact of the pandemic on
children and adolescents, focusing
on the reduction of family income
and on the inability of families to im-
prove their economic status (Unicef
and Fiscal Policy Agency of Indone-
sia, 2021). To face the emergency,
the Indonesian government has put
in place a fiscal aid package for sup-
porting low-income families in times
of crisis. The extension of emergen-
cy programs and the doubling of
annual governmental expenditure
for social protection programs have
contributed to preventing poverty
for 1.3 million children in 2020. For
example, the UCT Non-Jabodetabek
unconditional money transfer plan,
enacted outside the metropolitan
area of Jakarta, has involved 9 million
families, which were not enrolled in
other social programs, from April to
December 2020. The BLT Dana Desa,
another unconditional financing plan
for rural areas, in the same period has
covered 11 million families. This has
resulted in an overall reduction of the
average child poverty rate by 11%.

A stable and remunerative job represents one of the saf-
est tools for escaping poverty: over the last few years,
increased income from work has resulted in decreased
global poverty by 40% (World Bank, 2020b). Not by
chance, one of the objectives of the 2030 Agenda is
that of guaranteeing full and productive employment
and decent work for all (SDG8), supporting sustainable
economic growth, aimed, above all, at eradicating global
poverty (SDG1). Besides that, since in low-income coun-
tries more than 90% of people are self-employed or in-
formal wage-workers, the urgent challenge is to adopt
social protection, fiscal and employment policies, to
ensure stable and remunerative jobs. This is even more
true considering the goal to eradicate intragenerational
poverty and the multidimensional nature of child pover-
ty: children do not produce income and can only rely on
adults to satisfy their needs. As of today, the phenom-
enon reaches a worrying level of intensity: almost one
billion children are “multidimensionally poor”*® (Unicef,
2020f).

19 “Multidimensional poverty” refers to a situation that goes beyond the monetary dimen-
sion, since it captures non-income aspects of poverty such as malnutrition, bad health and
poor living conditions faced by children. Hence, children are considered multidimensionally
poor when they suffer the deprivation of access to basic resources, such as clean drinking
water, child nourishment, basic education and health care.

Covid-19 effect &
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According to the 2021 UN Financing

for Sustainable Development Report, the

global economy is undergoing the worst

recession of the last 90 years, which is disproportion-
ally affecting the most vulnerable social groups. It is
estimated that 114 million people have lost their job
and almost 120 million have dropped back below
the extreme poverty line (less than 1.90$ a day). In
addition, the pandemic has further worsened pre-ex-
isting inequalities between countries and between
social groups (UNDESA, 2021). According to fore-
casts, global unemployment is expected to affect
205 million people in 2022, far exceeding the 187
million in 2019, leading to a sharp drop in income
from work and a corresponding rise in poverty (ILO,
2021a). During the pandemic, which has highlighted
further inadequacies in childcare and vulnerability of
this sector worldwide, many parents have struggled
not only to support their children, but also to balance
work responsibilities with quality of care for them.
This has made the need for investments in childcare
even clearer (World Bank, 2021d).
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Unemployment rate

(ILO, 2020)
Cambodia 0.30
Niger 0.70
Burundi 0.80
Solomon Islands 0.80
Lao PDR 1.00
Gabon
Swaziland
Lesotho
Palestine
South Africa

GDP per capita (current US$)
(World Bank, 2020)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Luxembourg 114,685.17
Switzerland 81,989.44
Ireland 78,778.99
Norway 75,419.63
Iceland 67,084.08

Mozambique

Central African Republic
Sudan

Malawi

Burundi

(Unicef, 2020g)
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DAVID STEWART

Co-Chair: Global Coalition to End Child
Poverty Chief, Child poverty and social
protection, Unicef, NY, U.S.A.

Before Covid-19 hit, children already faced a precarious sit-
uation. They were twice as likely to live in poverty as adults,
and almost a billion children were struggling to thrive on un-
der $3.20 a day. The impacts of these economic hardships
are devastating and often life-long, directly affecting chil-
dren’s ability to receive a quality education, access quality
health care or have balanced diets. Covid-19 has made a
bad situation worse. While children have so far been largely
spared the direct health impacts of the pandemic, they have
been heavily affected through impacts on their families and
been among the hardest hit by the socioeconomic impacts.
Global Coalition partners Unicef and Save the Children esti-
mate that an additional 150 million children fell into mone-
tary poverty in 2020 alone, and we know the repercussions
of the pandemic are continuing to play out. What is happen-
ing to children today is simply a window into tomorrow. And
so, we face a crucial inflection point, how we respond now
will determine the paths of this generation of children and
our collective future.

While the challenges are pressing, what is encouraging is how
much we know about what needs to be done and how quick-
ly changes can be made. Experience suggests three areas of
urgent action.

First, we need routine measurement and reporting of child
poverty in every country in the world. While we have an un-
derstanding of what is happening globally, paradoxically only
around 50 countries are routinely collecting and reporting
this information as part of SDG reporting. Technically meas-
uring child poverty is not difficult, and how can we fight child
poverty effectively if we can’t see it?

Second, is the urgent need to scale up social protection. De-
spite the clear evidence that social protection has positive im-
pacts on family income as well as improving access to health
and education and food security, 2 out of 3 children have no
access to a child or family benefit at all. However, the pan-
demic has demonstrated beyond doubt that rapid scaling up
is possible: over 200 countries rapidly increased their social
protection programming in response to Covid-19. These re-
sponses need to be both sustained and scaled up to meet the
challenges of the moment. Progressing rapidly to universal
child benefits is a transformative and affordable approach.
And countries as diverse as the United States, Mongolia and
South Africa are showing how to reach large numbers of chil-
dren through high coverage programs.

Finally, no discussion of child poverty is complete without
considering the climate crisis. With more shocks and crises
to come, social protection systems that are ready to respond
to climatic events will be more important than ever. Climate
change also underlines how strong our obligation is to ad-
dress child poverty. Hopefully we will see accelerating action
to address climate change, but we also have to recognize
we are already leaving global challenges greater than we've
faced before to the next generation. By building universal so-
cial protection systems children have a chance to grow up
free from poverty, to reach their full potential and be as pre-
pared as possible to face the challenges they are being left.
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Violence against Children

Violence against children can be committed in different ways and contexts. Abuse can be phys-
ical, psychological or sexual. It can occur both in and outside of the family, and have serious
immediate and long-term consequences on children. It affects children’'s physical, psychological,
emotional, behavioural and relational development and causes damage to their growth.

Children aged 5-17 involved
in child labour

Percentage of the total number of children

aged 5-17 per country
(Unicef, 2019)

Adolescent fertility rate
Number of births per 1,000 women aged
15-19

(World Bank, 2020)

0
Q
Covid-19 effect RS
As underlined by the General %
Secretariat of the United Na-

tions, the pandemic is rapidly turning into
a “wider child rights crisis” (ILO and Unicef,
2021). Stress factors related to Covid-19
and the measures taken to contain the pan-
demic are weakening the first line of de-
fence and protection that a family ought to
represent. These measures indeed have up-
set the formal and informal protection sys-
tems that usually identify and respond to
risks for children’s safety and health (Unicef
and WHO, 2020). Worldwide, peaks in calls
to help lines for abuses on children and vio-
lencefrom intimate partners have been reg-
istered, as well as a decrease in the number
of reports of abuse addressed to underage
protection systems. Furthermore, due to a
greater use of Internet, cases of cyberbully-
ing, soliciting and sexual exploitation have
increased (WHO, 2020b). Lastly, the em-
ployment crisis and school closures have
forced low-income families to fall back on
child labour or forced marriages as a cop-
ing mechanism (ILO and Unicef, 2021). Due
to Covid-19, child labour could increase by
8.9 million cases by the end of 2022, and
more than half of these would involve chil-
dren between 5 and 11 years old (ILO and
Unicef, 2021).
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Violence against children, regardless of the physical, psycholog-
ical or sexual nature it may take on, causes serious and potential-
ly lifelong consequences: physical injuries, sexually transmitted
infections, anxiety, depression and early pregnancies (Unicef,
2020h). ILO has designated 2021 as the “International Year
for the Elimination of Child Labour”, aimed at fostering le-
gal and practical actions for eradicating this particular form
of violence worldwide. Nevertheless, child labour is still wide-
spread. On a par with child labour, early marriages and frequent
subsequent adolescent pregnancies constitute a violation of
girls’ rights. Girls offered as brides who become mothers pre-
maturely are very likely to abandon their studies and even more
likely to be subject to domestic violence in the future. They will
be disadvantaged on the labour market, if and when they enter
it, and will usually obtain economic outcomes lower than those
of their non married peers. This will have a major impact on
their children, paving the way to an intergenerational poverty
circle (Unicef, 2021b). Moreover, early pregnancies entail other
health risks both for adolescents and babies.

Top 5 causes of mortality
among girls aged 15-19

For adolescent girls, pregnancy is one of the five main cau-
ses of death or serious disabilities. All these phenomena,
along with child trafficking, may be further fuelled by cli-
mate change (see the Focus)

(Unicef, 2021c)
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Children aged 5-17 involved
in child labour
(Unicef, 2019)
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Niger

Haiti
Guinea-Bissau
Mali

Sierra Leone
Cameroon
Chad

Benin

Burkina Faso
Ethiopia

Adolescent fertility rate
(World Bank, 2020)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Korea, Dem. Rep. 0.28
Korea, Rep. 1.26
Switzerland 2.52
Singapore 3.49
Slovenia 3.52
Angola

Equatorial Guinea

Chad

Mali

Niger
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The ODHIKAR project, started in Bangladesh in 2019
by ChildFund Korea in association with Eco Social De-
velopment Organization and Educo, a Spanish NGO,
which is also member of ChildFund Alliance, represents
a good example of the fight against child labour (Child-
Fund Alliance, 2021). More specifically, Educo has fund-
ed three schools which provide basic education in shan-
ty towns of Dhaka city, where a high number of children
is employed in the domestic and transport sectors. A
community-based approach, aimed at parent education
has been adopted: community committees for child la-
bour surveillance have been set up, composed of reli-

AGNES JOHN and THERESIA
MASOLELA

Beneficiaries of WeWorld's project in
Tanzania

WeWorld's constant commitment in
Tanzania results in the KIWOHEDE
Bunju Center, a centre set up in 2003 supporting children
and youth from several regions of Tanzania. The Bunju Center
sustains and supports girls and boys who work as servants,
children from poor families, victims of traffickingand/or
forced into prostitution, forced brides, young mothers, girls
subjected to genital mutilations and children who fled their
home because of physical, psychological and sexual violence.

Agnes John

“My name is Agnes. | come from Dodoma region. | was subjected
to trafficking in Dar Es Salaam in 2017 as a servant. My em-
ployer started exploiting me, until the organization Good Sa-
maritan took me to the police station where | explained exactly
what had happened and my employer was arrested. The police
took me to social assistance officers in Kidondoni and then to
KIWOHEDE, which provided me with shelter and enrolled me in
the centre’s professional education courses, where | learnt how
to sew. | thank KIWOHEDE for these skills as | have never at-
tended any primary education. | thank all the people who helped
me and | advise other street children to find KIWOHEDE, and
parents too. KIWOHEDE is here for everybody. The other girls
should understand that once they have a chance, it is not to be
ignored. Me for example: | have not even gone to primary school,
but it is going well. They must exploit their chance to fulfil their
dreams. Education should be free for everybody, and once they
have received this education, they should help others who are in
need, and not leave them behind with nothing, while they have
succeeded.”

Theresia Masolela

“My name is Theresia, | am 14 and | have been subjected to traf-
ficking by a woman from Mtambalili village, with the promise to
my mother that they would send me to school, but once | arrived
in the town | was forced to work as a servant for nearly three
years without any pay. | worked for several employers until the
organization Good Samaritan saved me, accompanying me to
the police and to KIWOHEDE Bunju Center, which has offered
me shelter, advice, psychological support and has provided for
my needs. At the moment | am studying tailoring at the centre.”

W,
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i d community leaders, teachers %
gious an Y ! : “‘
employers and social assistants, to mo-
tivate parents, employers and children to leave and/or
not to take on dangerous work. Monthly meetings have
been held to induce parents to withdraw their children
from work: they underline, on one hand, how important
education is and, on the other hand, how negative the
impact of child labour is on children. By June 2021, two
years after the start of the project, 50% of the targeted
children has left work and enrolled in traditional insti-
tutes, and some of them have benefited from technical
and professional training.
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Women’s Health

Every day about 800 women die in the world for pregnancy-related causes and the great majority
of deaths could be avoided. Women who are not able to protect themselves also struggle to look
after their children, with the risk that infant mortality will not stop.

Maternal mortality ratio

Number of women died per year during
pregnancy, or within 42 days after the end of
the pregnancy, per 100,000 live births. The
death must be due to some causes related

to or aggravated by the pregnancy or the
relating treatment

(WHO, 2019)

Life expectancy at birth female
The number of years a newborn girl would
live if prevailing patterns of mortality at

the time of her birth were to stay the same
throughout her lifetime

(World Bank, 2020)
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Long term investments in health systems and primary
assistance may partly remedy the devastating effects
of the pandemic, helping to put in place a resilient sys-
tem which offers essential health services to women
whenever they need them. The WHO Reproductive
Health Strategy, launched in Thailand from 2017 to
2021, aimed at guaranteeing the achievement of the
health assistance objective fixed by the United Nations
in 2019, has enabled Thai health services to avoid sys-
temic deficiencies, despite the pandemic. Essential
health and assistance services have been guaranteed
to women, in some cases even at a higher level than
the pre-Covid 19 period. Health care and prevention
services have been widened thanks to more funding:
counselling for mammography and pap smear tests,
for example, are now available in all health facilities.
As confirmed by the Monitoring System of the Thai
National Health Security Agency, the coverage of the
standard anti-retroviral therapy (ART) for women af-
fected by HIV increased by 85% in 2019, by 88.5 %
in 2020, and also the quarterly average coverage of

screening for cervical cancer passed from 38.7%

to 39.7% in 2020 (WHO, 2020d).

\\
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Even though the international community has asserted its
commitment to achieving SDG3, aimed at promoting and
ensuring health and wellbeing for everybody, we are still
far from that goal. The maternal mortality rate continues
to be extremely high: the most recent data indicates
that nearly 295,000 women died during pregnancy or
after delivery and 86% of them are from Southern Asia
and Sub-Saharan Africa (WHO, 2019a). At the same
time, the gap in the mortality rate between low-income
and high-income countries (see infographic) prevents the
achievement of SDG10, which aims to eradicate inequali-
ties between countries and within them (ibid.). One cause
of the high maternal mortality rate is the large number of
unwanted pregnancies that, in developing countries, reach
10 million a year (for girls between 15 and 19). Another
factor in maternal mortality - and also of chronic pathol-
ogies, complications during labour and delivery, and long-
term health problems - are illegal abortions, which ac-
count for 4 of the 5.6 million carried out (WHO, 2020c¢).
But even the unborn’s health is at risk, as the odds of pre-
mature delivery and being underweight at birth are on the
increase. Women's right to health is further infringed on by
other factors, including female genital mutilation, which, if
it continues at the current rate, will affect 4.6 million young
women every year from now to 2030. Also, the spread of
HIV virus and of AIDS remain the primary cause of death
for women aged 25 to 49 (UNAIDS, 2021).

Covid-19 effect &
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The pandemic has had a strong impact

on women'’s health, especially on their
reproductive rights. During lockdowns,

the emergency has made access to legal and safe
abortion centres more difficult. The reduction of
resources earmarked for the provision of health
services for maternal health, and for women'’s re-
productive rights, has led to a rise in the adolescent
maternity rate and in contracting HIV and other sex-
ually transmitted diseases. But on the contrary, it is
vital that such services are provided regularly, above
all to prevent the risk of virus transmission to the ba-
bies (UN Women, 2020b). In 2020, in South Amer-
ica and the Caribbean, 18 million women could not
get regular access to modern contraception meth-
ods because of the pandemic (Human Rights Watch,
2021). Starting from April 2019, the number of un-
wanted pregnancies has risen worldwide, reaching
1.4 million, due to the interruption of family plan-
ning services, which has affected 12 million women
(UNFPA, 2021).



Maternal mortality ratio
(WHO, 2019)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

1 Belarus

1 ltaly

1 Norway

1 Poland

5 Czech Republic*

*In the 5th position there are also Finland, Greece,
Israel and United Arab Emirates

BOTTOM FIVE COUNTRIES

WININININ

171 Somalia* 829
173 Nigeria 917
174 Sierra Leone 1120
175 Chad 1140
176 South Sudan 1150

*In the 171st position there is also
the Central African Republic

Life expectancy at birth female
(World Bank, 2020)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

1 Japan 87.45
2 Korea, Rep. 86.30
3 Spain 86.20
4 Singapore 85.70
5 France* 85.60

*In the 5th position there is also Switzerland

BOTTOM FIVE COUNTRIES

172 Lesotho 57.58
173 Chad 55.66
174 Nigeria 55.61
175 Central African Republic 55.51
176 Sierra Leone 55.49

me maternal mortality
atein OW-iINCOMe countries

is 4 62 per 100,000 births;

in high-income countries

it is 1 1 per 100,000 births
(WHO, 2019b)
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ETIENNE MUGULA
Health coordinator in
WeWorld’s project in Burundi
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In Burundi, poverty and so-
cio-economic instability are among the factors
that determine food insecurity. The main battle
is that against chronic malnutrition, which af-
fects 6 out of 10 children under 5, and that we
fight every day, not only by strengthening the re-
silience of the most vulnerable populations, but
also by accompanying and assisting pregnant
women from the moment of conception up to 2
years of age of their children. The biggest prob-
lem for children is access to health. In 2006 the
Government had decreed free health services
for under 18s, pregnant and breastfeeding wom-
en, but the implementation of the policy clashed
with the complex reality of the country, making
it difficult to access health services which in any
case remain addressed exclusively to citizens and
not to refugees or asylum seekers. These, in fact,
are not integrated within the national health sys-
tem. This is why we have decided to guarantee
medical assistance, nutritional support and psy-
chosocial support to the victims of gender-based
violence. We guarantee medical screening for all
Burundian refugees and returnees upon arrival
(around 4,000 every week), nutritional screening
and preventive therapy for all children under 5
and pregnant or lactating women, as well as the
distribution of kits containing antiretroviral drugs,
pregnancy tests and drugs for treating sexually
transmitted diseases in victims of violence. Here,
in fact, many women live in poverty and suffer
serious violations of their rights. Although Burun-
di has made a commitment to reduce these ine-
qualities, culture does not facilitate the path to
gender equality. Fortunately, the 5 refugee camps
- which house over 50,000 people - have not
been severely affected by the pandemic in recent
months, which has seen very few isolated cases.
However, Covid-19 has led people to avoid health
centers out of fear. The awareness-raising activ-
ities and the creation of a reception triage and
isolation wards, however, convinced people to re-
turn. Nevertheless, the fear remains, and if before
a temperature used to be a clear sign of malaria,
now we immediately think of Covid. More than
health, however, | think that Covid-19 in Burundi
will mainly impact the country’s economy, and, in
part, this is already apparent. Borders have been
closed for about 10 months, limiting business.
This will certainly affect the population’s access
to health, especially impacting those suffering
from chronic diseases and the most vulnerable.
However, | believe that Covid-19 will leave one
positive impact: hygiene. In all premises cleaning
interventions have multiplied and what has now
become a routine I'm sure is here to stay even be-

yond Covid.
&)
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Women's Education

By now, it is well-known that the education of women positively affects economic and social fields.
Educated women are more informed about their own and their children’s health, are more able to
defend themselves against discrimination and are more aware of the importance of education to
participate in the labour market and in the social, and political life. For all these reasons, educated
women contribute to the improvement of living conditions of the whole society.

Adult female literacy rate
Percentage of female ages 15 and above who
can both read and write, with understanding, a
short simple statement about their everyday life
(Unesco, 2020)

Percentage of female graduates
from tertiary education
Percentage of the total number of graduates
(Unesco, 2019)
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In 2020, the World Bank published a
study intitled Girls’ Education, gender
equality and the role of civil society,
which examines the impact of gen-
der inequality within the education-
al sector (World Bank, 2020c). The
study is a framework for govern-
ments, stimulating their collabora-
tion with NGOs to share best practic-
es, in order to reach gender equality
and improve educational opportuni-
ties for girls and young women. The
main steps proposed by the World
Bank to boost school attendance
and guarantee real opportunities for
women and girls to study concern:
accessibility of schools (including
transport and accommodation), their
safety in terms of prevention and
contrast of violence against women,
education affordability and creation
of second chance programs for those
who cannot stay in school, for exam-
ple due to pregnancy. It has been
estimated that the achievement of
gender equality in education, along
with gender equality in wages, may
generate a gender dividend equal to
172 trillion dollars in terms of higher
future earnings for women.

T1\g

The achievement of gender equality in education
would have a diffuse economic and social impact: an
educated woman is more likely to fulfil her potential
over her lifetime, to get a good and well-paid job,
and to ensure a good state of health, nutrition and
education for her children, thus contributing to the
economic growth and well-being of society (Unesco,
2021c). Gender inequality is still deeply rooted not
only in relation to access to education, but also within
some academic sectors and some highly man-dom-
inated professions, such as that of ICTs (Information
and Technologies) and STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics). In fact, only 33% of
academic researchers are women, even though they
account for 55% of Master students and 44% of those
enrolled in PhD programs (UN Women, 2021e). How-
ever, in some regions, like the Middle East and North
Africa, the percentage of graduate women in scientific
subjects is higher than that of Western countries, be-
cause this academic target and the resulting employ-
ment in the STEM sector are perceived as a form of
emancipation from a formally and substantially pa-
triarchal culture. Paradoxically, in Western countries
where formal equality is higher, women seem to be
held back by cultural stereotypes that identify them as
unsuitable for those subjects (Unesco, 2020d).

Covid-19 effect S

School closures during the pan-

demic have led to a rise in wom-

en’s and girls’ non-paid domestic and care work,
limiting the time they can use to learn outside
working hours. Moreover, the “digital gender
gap”, which exists even in settings with high mo-
bile phone and Internet coverage, caused a fur-
ther reduction of female access to ICTs, reducing
their learning chances (Unesco, 2020d). A note-
worthy particular case regards women employed
in the academic and scientific research sectors:
because of lockdown periods, women have been
disproportionally affected compared to male
colleagues. Having had to take on more respon-
sibilities for assistance and care of the home
and children, the percentage of research publi-
cations by women in the STEM sector dropped
from 35.9% in December 2019 to 20.2% in April
2020 (ORWH, 2021).
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Adult female literacy rate
(Unesco, 2020) @

Worldwide,

i s LT 515 million women

121 Benin 31.07

122 Guinea Bissa w77 |ack basic reading skills

123 Afghanistan 29.80

124 South Sudan 28.86 and account for 2 / 3 Of a"

125 Niger 26.64 PR
126 Central African Republic 25.75 ,",terate adu’ts
127 Mali 2573

128 Guinea 21.96 (Unesco, 2021d)

129 Chad 13.96

Percentage of female graduates
from tertiary education

(Unesco, 2019)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES
1 Maldives 68.86 . .
> Qatar 67,35 In more than 2/3 of countries worldwide,

 Namibi 6681 te percentage of women

4 Myanmar 65.97

5 Dominican Republic 65.80 Study,'ng en g,'nee”'ng
T a— o or ICTs s below 25%

124 Maurlta'nla 29.61 (Unesco, 2020¢)
125 Burundi 28.38
126 Bangladesh 28.00
127 Afghanistan 23.55
NAFLA

Beneficiary of WeWorld's humanitarian project in Lebanon

Nafla, born in Syria, is one of the 1.5 million Syrian refugees who have emigrated to Leb-
anon. With her two children, she lives in informal settlements on private land where it is
prohibited to have any permanent structures or equipment. Along with other 75,000,
women, she is one of the beneficiaries of the WeWorld program in Lebanon, aimed at
providing assistance to Syrian refugees living in informal settlements by helping them
meet their basic needs and access essential services.

“The most valuable memento | brought with me from Syria is my university degree. Thanks
to that certificate | can now work here as a volunteer . Everyone who knows me, also knows
that | am a strong woman. | have always been ambitious. | began teaching when my eldest
son was just 40 days old, | picked him up and went out to teach. When | was pregnant with
my second child, | took my first child to work with me. At the start of the Syrian crisis, it got
difficult to go into town to collect my wages, so | worked for a whole year without getting
paid. It saddens me that my children do not go to school. | try my best to give them a basic
education at home, but they cannot reach the levels they would at school. There are many
children who are not going to school in this camp, but not all women think like me. They are
just focused on coping with the life they are living now. Some teenagers here can't read or
write but they adapt to the situation and do not complain. But, because | was a teacher, |
think that my children should have access to education. Not going to school compromises
their future. Life for women here is not easy; some are marginalized, others are considered
inferior just because they live in a community made up mainly of men. For example, men are
paid 15,000 Lebanese pounds a day while women are paid 8,000 pounds a day even if they
do the same job and work the same hours. This depends a lot on the culture and mentality
that people have grown up with. | truly hope and pray that | won't be here in ten years’ time;
I want to find a better job for my own sake and that of my children’”.

Photograph by Francesca Volpi
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Dimension 15

Women's Economic
Opportunities

Encouraging women's participation in the labour market enables them to be powerful, to make
independent choices and invest in the improvement of their own living conditions. Moreover, it is
now well-known that women’s contribution to the economic growth of their own country certainly
improves the economic conditions of the country itself.
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Female unemployment rate
Share of the labor force that is without work
but available for and seeking employment
(ILO, 2021)

Earned income

(female to male ratio)

Ratio between female earned income and
male earned income (estimates)

(World Economic Forum, 2021)
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Moving $

forward... “an
the 2030 Agenda

For women and men to be able to par-
ticipate equally in the labour market,
a redistribution of domestic and care
work is necessary between all respon-
sible players involved. In Canada, the
Québec’s early learning system is the
best example of the benefits that come
from an affordable and well-managed
child assistance programme. When in
1997 the Québec Educational Childcare
Act was set up, the female labor force
participation rate in the region was 4
points less than anywhere else in Can-
ada. Nowadays it is four points above,
and the women from Québec with
children under 3 register some of the
highest employment rates in the world
(Department of Finance Canada, 2021).
The Canadian Minister of Internation-
al Development has declared that the
number of women entering the labour
market has produced sufficient pub-
lic income to “pay back” the childhood
assistance system (Gould, 2021). Even
more important, girls and boys are fol-
lowed from their earliest years, creating
a generation of engaged and well-pre-
pared young students without leaving
anybody behind.
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At global level, the female unemployment rate is stable
compared to previous years, attesting itself to 6.4%
(ILOSTAT, 2021a). Nevertheless, the quality of female
employment is still lower than that of men. In fact,
women tend to be employed in jobs and to be head of
enterprises in less productive sectors, to have part-
time jobs or occasional gigs, with fewer chances of
career advancement compared to men (World Bank,
2017). Besides much female employment is concen-
trated in the informal economy (UN Women, 2021e):
jobs without any safeguards or social protection
(health assistance, sick pay, etc.), which can exacerbate
the vulnerable conditions of women and their children
(see info-graph). Women's economic opportunities
are limited, and their participation in the labour mar-
ket discouraged, among other things, by social norms
and cultural stereotypes still deeply rooted, which see
them as main caregivers. This is so true that the female
inactivity rate (which is the percentage of women who
do not have a job and/or have given up seeking one) is
53.1 % at global level, twice as much as men (26.8%)
(ILO, 2021a). Even at the retribution level major ine-
qualities persist. The wage gap (ratio between wom-
en'’s salary and men'’s salary in the same position) is still
around 37% (World Economic Forum, 2021a). Moreo-
ver, many women still struggle to access top positions
(the so-called “glass ceiling”). In 20 developing coun-
tries the managerial divide between men and women
is still more than 80%, and even in more developed
countries equality has not yet been reached (ibid.).

X

In 2019,

young women

wee MoOre than twice

as likely as young men to be _i Ob' essS

and not to follow education or training (NEET)
(ILO, 2021a)
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Female unemployment rate

(ILO, 2021)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Cambodia
Niger
Qatar

Lao PDR
Myanmar

Lesotho
Sudan
South Africa
Iraq
Palestine

Earned income
(female to male ratio)
(World Economic Forum, 2021)

0.16
0.37
041
0.56
0.58

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

Burundi 1
Liberia 1
Timor-Leste 1
Lao PDR 0.97
Zambia 0.97
Iran

Pakistan

Afghanistan

Iraq

Yemen

THE VOICE OF

SUNITA
Worker in the Agro Pontino Valley, Italy

Photograph by Vincenzo Montefinese

Sunita, Indian day labourer, 32 years old. Sunita
has been living for 10 years in Latina province, together with her
9-year-old son. For short periods of time, she lived in France and
Germany. She was interviewed by the sociologist Marco Omizzo-
lo, Researcher for Eurispes and Professor at La Sapienza di Roma
during the study “Labour exploitation of migrant women: the case
of Agro Pontino in Italy” carried out for WeWorld in the frame of
the project “#GoEathics: European youth stands up for sustainable
food supply chains that respect migrant workers’ rights and reduce
climate change, hunger and poverty as key drivers of migration”.

“I left Punjab for work. My family was going through a very though time.
My father had sold a piece of land to pay for important surgery which for-
tunately went well. In India the Health System is private and very expensive,
above all when it comes to delicate operations. We had to sell our land and
we found ourselves penniless and with no land. Being a family of farmers,
we had no other choice but getting some of our family members to emigrate.
My older brother set out first for England, and then | left for Latina. We both
got help from a family friend, who provided us all the documents, including
the flight ticket. It was this friend of ours who chose the destination, not us.
He chose Italy for me, that for me and my family was fine. What interested
us was only to make some money to make a decent living. For sure, for our
family this was an additional impoverishment as we did not have money to
pay this friend for what he was doing for us, and we got into debt with him.
We did not pay him straight away, but me and my brother send him money
every month to pay off our debt. We have done so for nearly 5 years. We
fixed the sum ourselves, according to what we could afford. Every now and
then | gave him 100 euros, sometimes 200 or 250, no more, because even
in Italy | worked as a day-labourer and did not earn much. Today | live in
Latina province, and work with a fixed-term contract in a big local company.
I work this way for nearly 6 months a year, then for two months | moonlight,
and for the rest | stay at home. | have a son. Life is not easy for a woman with
a son and without a husband in a foreign country, working as a fixed-term
contract day-labourer. It is not only a matter of money. People see you as a
foreign woman, alone with a child, and think that you are easily available,
open to any occasional meeting, inclined to everything. On the contrary, I try
to be serious and think of my son, and not to listen to such voices”.

Covid-19 effect

The impact of the pandemic on the labour market
has had more severe consequences for women
than for men from many points of view. Wom-
en are employed in higher percentages in sectors
that were most affected by closures, so they have
undergone both higher unemployment rates and
greater difficulties in getting back into the labour
market? (World Economic Forum, 2021a). Over-
all, the percentage of women who have lost their
job due to the pandemic is 5% versus 3.9% of men
(ILO, 2021a)%.

Among those women who have carried on work-
ing during the pandemic, many have reduced their

20 The indicator 29 shows the situation before Covid-19, so it cannot highlight the report-
ed rise of female unemployment due to the pandemic. More recent data, for all the coun-
tries taken into account by WeWorld Index, were not available at the time of the collection.
21 Even if, in absolute terms, 64 million women and 80 million men have lost their jobs,
the relative impact is bigger for women as they participate less in the labour market.

0 \®

working time more than men, and a

few have stood down from promo-

tions and leadership roles to look after their family.
This is particularly alarming as women'’s reintegra-
tion after a working gap may lead to a role drop
(ILO, 2021a). School closures have intensified par-
ents care’ responsibilities.

Even though there are indications that men have
contributed more than in the pre-pandemic time,
these responsibilities still fall disproportionally
on women's shoulders (World Economic Forum,
2021a). The lack of childhood assistance systems
continues to be an important limiting factor for
female participation in the labour market at equal
terms, and the pandemic has turned the spotlight
on this need.
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Women'’s Political
Participation

Promoting women's participation in decision-making processes has overall positive effects on so-
cieties. If women have more power in politics, governments will take charge of policies in favor of
women, children, adolescents and families. When women are elected in Parliament, they tend to pro-
mote laws more oriented to the interests of the community, thanks to their direct local involvement.

Globally, women are under-represented at all levels of the deci-
Percentage of women

in national parliaments (seats)

Number of seats allocated to women in the lower

or single House of Parliament, expressed as the
percentage of the total number of Parliamentary seats
(IPU, 2021)

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES

sion-making process and are subject to discriminations limiting
their eligibility as candidates (UN Women, 2020b). As of Janu-
ary 2021, in most of the countries the percentage of women
holding ministerial offices had risen from 0%% to 20%, while
25% of parliamentary seat are occupied by women on aver-
age (IPU, 2021). Women can be discouraged from standing as

candidates by the unequal family responsibilities they bear;

Rwanda 6130 because of the male-dominated mindset of political parties
Cupa - 2340 and parliaments; for the absence of female role models to be
United Arab Emirates 50.00 inspired by (European Parliamentary Research Service, 2021).
New Zealand 48.30 On the contrary, a wider political participation of women would
Mexico 48.20 result in many positive outcomes. Not only the principles of eg-

uity and institutional democracy would be strengthened over-
Kuwai all, but more specifically, political parties and societies would

uwait . g " .

Micronesia benefit from it. In fact, it is well known that political parties can

get benefits by including women. Firstly, women and men bear
different points of view and opinions. Women'’s participation
Vanuatu would bring attention to and raise awareness on political is-
Yemen sues regarding women and gender discrimination; it would also
favour a growth of confidence in the political system, which
would be perceived as more representative of the voters (ibid.).

Papua New Guinea

Percentage of women

in Ministerial positions

Number of women in Ministerial positions (or
equivalent) in the government, expressed as the
percentage of the total number of Ministerial positions

22 In 13 countries of the world (10 considering only those ranked by the WeWorld Index) no fe-
male figure is present in Ministries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Brunei, Darussalam, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Papua New Guinea, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Thailand,
Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Vietnam and Yemen.

(IPU, 2021)
.
Nicaragua 58.82 MOVlng fOl‘WGrd... s""
Austria 57.14 - ~
Belgium 57.14 the 2030 Agenda '4“‘
Sweden 57.14
Albania 56.25 Violence against women holding political positions is endemic
in South America and the Caribbean, although national harmo-
nised data about it does not exist yet (UN Women, 2021f). Up
Saudi Arabia to last year, Bolivia was the only country in the world to have
Thailand adopted a specific law criminalizing violence against women in
Vanuatu politics (for instance, in the shape of stereotyped or sexist lan-
Vietnam guage or harassment). Law 243 in fact, approved in 2021, es-
Yemen* tablishes prison terms from two to eight years in jail for several

types of violence, including that against women in politics. Re-
cently, Mexico has joined Bolivia in strengthening legal sanctions
for violence against women in politics: in April 2020, the State
amended eight national laws to include norms aimed at prevent-
ing and prosecuting violence happening in this sphere. Moreo-
ver, a National Register of People Punished for Violence against
Women in Politics was drawn up, and, in November 2020, a
guide for eliminating the candidature of anyone found guilty of
committing gender-based violence was adopted. The national
electoral Institute, set up in 2014, has received 36 reports of vi-
olence against women in politics since 2020 (ibid.).

*In the 166th position there are also Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Brunei Darussalam, Korea, Dem. Rep.
and Papua New Guinea
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Covid-19 effect

The unequal political representa-
tion means that the decisions tak-
en mainly reflect male approaches
and concepts, with the results that
women specific needs are neglect-
ed in the development, control
and monitoring of Covid-19-re-
lated policies, plans and budgets,
even when it comes to economy
recovery and future health resil-
ience. For example, when auditing
the financial statements and al-
locating resources in response to
the pandemic, there is a real risk
that the already limited support to
small enterprises run by women,
and to services they rely on (such
as pre- and post-natal treatment
and services for their sexual and
reproductive health), be further re-
duced (UN Women, 2020c). On the
contrary, gender budgeting could
mobilize public resources in fa-
vour of investments for achieving
gender equality goals. This is the
direction the “Covid-19 Recovery
Plans” have taken in countries like
Canada and Ireland, which have in-
troduced some elements of gender
impact assessment
in their packages of
fiscal consolidation 6O
(OECD, 2021).

QS2

(UN Women, 2020b)
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22 21
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THE VOICE OF

ROCIO SILVA-SANTISTEBAN

Activist, writer, University Professor and member of
parliament in the coalition of the left “Frente Amplio’,
Peru

The fact that women participate in politics is obviously positive, be-
cause 50 years ago their presence was almost null. Of course, this does
not guarantee that the political agenda will put the spotlight on wom-
en’s rights. In fact, there are many ultraconservative and chauvinist
women who defend their own privileges because they come from high
social classes and this is something that has to be taken into consid-
eration. | think that this massive political presence of women is due to
their access to education, for sure. All these women (educated, profes-
sional figures, who have developed critical thinking, but also illiterate
women, campesinas) have had a political training to the extent that
they have taken part in organizations, had links with other women or
participated in Rondas Campesinas®. This means that they have man-
aged to get out of the domestic sphere and become members in sev-
eral organizations which also serve to think together, among women.
For example, | was in Ayacucho?* to collect information about sexual
violence and forced sterilization, and | joined some women, and this
creates a space for different experiences to meet. | think that this is
really positive, overall. A gender agenda is quite a difficult thing, above
all when it comes to speaking of a wider agenda, for example if we
take into account the rights of lesbian mothers or trans women, to
whom there is a strong opposition here in Peru from ultraconservative
religious sectors. | see the future of female participation in politics op-
timistically, because, in spite of these authoritarian and vertical lead-
erships, like Keiko?’, women are more and more qualified and promote
an important vision on their role in the public sphere. | have just held
a workshop in Ayacucho, with young university students from public
universities, and the questions | was asked were very good, extremely
aware of everything. Their analysis of the political situation surprised
me. It seemed very interesting to me that, in a place like Ayacucho, so
severely hit by internal conflict, some youths can be so prepared and
at the same time so involved in politics.

23 These are types of traditional organizations for security and justice management in campesinas commu-
nities. Originally set up as a form of protection against theft, as time went by the Riondas Campesinas have
taken on a counter-revolutionary role in response to Sentiero Luminoso’s violence against their local leaders.
24 Ayacucho is a Peruvian city, the capital of Huamanga province and Ayacucho region.

25 Politician, daughter of the former President of Republic and dictator Alberto Fujimori, founder in 2001 of
the political party Fuerza Popular.

1 - Bangladesh 12 - Lithuania
2 - Barbados 13 - Nepal
3 - Denmark 14 - New Zealand
4 - Estonia 15 - Norway
5 - Ethiopia 16 - Peru
13 6 - Finland 17 - Republic of Moldova
7 - Gabon 18 - Serbia
1 8 - Georgia 19 - Singapore
9 - Germany 20 - Slovakia
10 - Greece 21 - Togo
19 11 - Iceland 22 - Trinidad and Tobago
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Dimension 17

Violence against Women

Violence against women constitutes a violation of human rights that is recognized by any institu-
tion in any civil country. It is a critical and urgent issue all over the world, because it undermines
women's health and personality, reduces individual liberties, affects collective security, and influ-
ences the growth of human capital and of the whole economic system.

INDICATORS

Percentage of women physically
and/or sexually abused by a partner
Number of women physically and/or sexually abused
by a partner on the total female population, based on
questionnaires filled in by women aged 15 or older (for
further information refer to WHO and OECD)
(WHO/FRA, 2021)

33,

Intentional homicide rate female
Unlawful death inflicted upon a person with the intent
to cause death or serious injury. Rates per 100,000
population. Inclusions: murder; honour killing; serious
assault leading to death; death as a result of terrorist
activities; dowry-related killings; femicide; infanticide;
voluntary manslaughter; extrajudicial killings; killings
caused by excessive use of force by law enforcement/
state officials

(UNODC, 2021)

y, |

137 women ar
killed by a family member
every day

(UN Women, 2021c)

©

In the Middle East and North Africa,
40-60% of women

have experienced Str eet'based
sexual harassment

(ibid.)
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The roots of violence against women are to be found
in those traditional and patriarchal cultural practic-
es which persist in our societies. The most recent
estimates indicate that 26% of women (from 15
years old upwards) has been subjected to a form
of physical or sexual violence by an intimate part-
ner in their lifetime, while 10% of them in the last
12 months (WHO, 2021). If we consider only women
between 15 and 49, the estimates are worse: 28% of
them have been subjected to physical or sexual vio-
lence in their lifetime, and 15% in the last 12 months
(ibid.). Femicide is the most extreme form of violence.
If we take into account only deaths caused by part-
ners, women make up for 82% of the victims (UN-
ODC, 2019).
Violence against women may take on endless forms
and aspects, and it is not experienced in the same way
by different women. The concept of “intersectionality”
refers to the overlapping of personal features which,
simultaneously, affect women'’s lives and their way
of experiencing gender violence. In fact, girls, wom-
en from minorities, transexual women and disabled
women run a higher risk of being subjected to vio-
lence (WHO, 2020e). Also, the resources available for
overcoming the traumatic event differ from context to
context. The poorest women and those most at risk of
social exclusion are particularly vulnerable as they can
rarely rely on social safety nets.
‘sr:
4 \o

the lockdown measures, as %

well as the social and eco-

nomic consequences of the pandemic, have

increased women'’s risk of being subjected to

violence. In 2020, the calls to help lines rose

by up to five times, in some countries, in

the first weeks after the virus outbreak (UN

Women, 2021c). At the same time, the over-

load of health-care facilities limited the access

to health and psychological assistance servic-

es, because in some countries resources usual-

ly earmarked for such services were redirected

to Covid-19 needs. For example, shelters for

women undergoing domestic violence in many

cases could not host new victims, for reduced

capacity due to distancing measures or be-

cause they were turned into health centres for
Covid-19 victims (UN Women, 2021d).

Covid-19 effect

It is now well known that
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L. MARCELINE NAUDI
o Member of GREVIO?¢, Senior Lecturer Department of
Percentage of women 3 Gender and Sexudlities University of Malta, Regional
physically and/or sexually - Editor (Europe) Journal of Gender-Based Violence,
abused by a partner g European Observatory on Feminicide, Malta
(WHO/FRA, 2021) w
T In the context of the Istanbul Convention’s 10th anniversary in May 2021,
TOP FIVE COUNTRIES - but also in the wake of Turkey’s withdrawal from it, much has been said about
Georgia 9 the importance of this Convention. Whilst the news of a state party with-
Singapore 9 drawing is shocking, the outpouring of support from many corners of the
Armenia 10 world showed that there is enormous recognition of the Istanbul Convention
Switzerland 11 as the most important women’s rights treaty in Europe, and because it has be-
Cuba* 12 come the reference for many countries in addressing violence against women
*In the 5th position there are and domestic violence. It offers European governments a set of harmonized
also Macedonia and Malta legal standards to ensure that the same high level of protection is given to
women and girls across the continent, making it the responsibility of the state
to invest in large-scale prevention, and to bring perpetrators to justice. It is
Congo, Dem. Rep. : creating much change on the ground, such as in criminal law and also specific
Central African Republic legislation on all forms of violence against women. It has created an impetus
Congo, Rep. to introduce specific offences in relation to stalking, forced marriage, female
Ethiopia genital mutilation and sexual harassment, where before there were none. Of
Angola course, GREVIO does come across criminal codes that have not, as yet, been
well aligned with the requirements of the Convention. However, the added
value of the Convention is that whilst national laws are a good starting point,
. . . it is on the basis of the Istanbul Convention and GREVIO’s monitoring work
Intentional homicide rate hat th be lifted level th d iminal iusti
female that they can be lifted up to a level that offers adequate criminal justice re-
(UNODC., 2021) sponses to all the forms of violence.
’ We have also seen good examples of States stepping up their investment
TOP FIVE COUNTRIES in support services. Hopefully, this pos'mve trend f)f increasing resources fqr
measures that prevent and combat violence against women and domestic
Iceland 0.00 . . . . . .

- violence will continue, since, on the whole, funding for many of the vital sup-
Bahrain 0.00 port services for women victims of violence is often insufficient or unstable.
Myanmar 0.14 The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted the shortcomings, magnifying them and
Singapore 0.18 giving rise to new ones. The myriad ways in which women and girls are be-
Bhutan 0.28 ing victimized online during this pandemic has been brought to light. In fact,

GREVIO is currently working on an interpretation of the Convention’s scope
. of application in relation to the digital dimension of violence against women,
Belize . .
- to be issued soon. It takes many different measures to protect women from
South Africa . e . . Y
- - violence, and we all have a role to play - politicians, policy makers, practition-
Central African Republic ers, individuals - help us get there!
Venezuela
Jamaica 26 GREVIO (Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence) is an inde-
pendent entity of the European Council charged with monitoring the implementation of the European Convention
for prevention of and combatting violence on women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) by those States
which have ratified it.
SUSTAINABLE
. “’ DE\{‘§,I:0PMEI§
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Even though d i inti = J
gh data suggest that most women endure violence from intimate partners “‘
or relatives, violence against women is also inflicted by strangers, in public spaces
and/or by colleagues, at work. As for harassment at work, in particular, a remarkable step for-
ward was taken on the 25th of June 2021, when the Convention on Violence and Harassment
of the International Labor Organization (ILO) came into force. The Convention provides the first
internationally shared definition of violence and harassment at work, including gender violence
and harassment. It also recognizes that domestic violence affects women’s working participation,
their productivity, their access to work and their health (ILO, 2021c). For the provisions of the
Convention to be put into practice, the single states will have to ratify it. As of August 2021, only
eight states have already done it: Argentina, Ecuador, Mauritius, Namibia, Somalia, Fiji, Uruguay
and Greece. Three of the eight countries which have ratified the Convention are in South America,
which consequently can keep its leadership in ratifying the Convention. Female workers in Latin
America are leading the movement for the ratification in their countries, recognizing the impor-
tance of creating safe working environments, gender violence free, to achieve equality at work.
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The impact of Climate Change
on Women's and Children’s
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What is climate change
and what are its effects

Climate change is a natural process for
which temperature, rainfall, wind and
other elements change over the course
of centuries. Over millions of years the
Earth has been much hotter and much
colder than it is now. Nevertheless, now-
adays we are experiencing un unprece-
dented rapid warming (UN, 2021a). This
variation is mainly due to human ac-
tivities: our societies, especially since
the industrial revolution, have gradu-
ally adopted unsustainable practices
for inhabiting the Earth, relying on an
extractivist?’ economic system (ibid.).
Therefore, as of today, when we speak
of climate change, we refer above all
to “any alteration of the global atmos-
phere directly or indirectly attributable
to human action” (UN, 1992). More
specifically, climate change is the con-
sequence of the effects of greenhouse
gases - emissions caused by more than a
century and a half of burning of fossil fu-
els such as coal, petrol and gas - but also
of deforestation, use of fertilizers and
intensive farming, which have effects
on soil quality and biodiversity too. The
decline of the latter, moreover, directly
leads to zoonotic diseases, including, it
is hypothesized, Covid-19 (UN, 2021d).

Natural Greenhouse Effect: Green-
house gases act as a sort of glass bell.
They allow solar radiation to filter
through to Earth. Here it is partial-
ly absorbed by the Earth's surface,
which then releases it in the form of
heat to the atmosphere. This natural
effect ensures that on Earth there are
temperatures allowing human life.
The “excess heat” is then radiated into
space (UN, 2021a).

Human Enhanced Greenhouse Effect:
Human activities, most of all indis-
criminate burning of fossil fuels, pro-
voke an excessive concentration of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.
This concentration prevents the ra-
diation of excess heat from Earth to
space. Consequently, the radiation is
reflected back towards Earth, heating

27 Extractivism: a term still little used, indicating the
systematic removal of resources from a territory and from
the communities living in it. It can certainly be referred to
oil extraction or mining, or to the use and exploitation of
natural resources such as land and water.

we
world

Natural Greenhouse Effect
vs Human Enhanced Greenhouse Effect

Sunlight
reflected by
the surface

Sunlight absorbed
at surface

GREENHOUSE
EFFECT

Sunlight reflected back to
space by the atmosphere

HUMAN ACTIVITIES CFCs and Haloalkane Carbon dioxide Nitrous oxide Methane
RELEASE > Refrigerators Qil Gasoline Cattle
GREENHOUSE GASES Aerosols Coal Agriculture Fertilizer

the air near the Earth'’s surface and in-
creasing temperatures (ibid.).

The concentration in the Earth’s at-
mosphere of greenhouse gases, such
as carbon dioxide and methane, is
rising.Their molecular structure al-
lows solar energy to pass through
and warm the Earth’s surface, raising
the temperature by day. At night the
Earth loses energy to space, but the
greenhouse gases tend to reflect part
of this lower energy back down again
to the point that, from 1880 to 2019,
the average temperature has risen by
1.15°C (Lindsey and Dahlman, 2021).
As a result the atmosphere warms
up, and collects and holds more wa-
ter, upsetting climate conditions and
making areas already barren even
more barren, and areas already humid
more humid (Denchak, 2017). A rise
in temperature of 1.15°C may appear
to be irrelevant, but the tempera-

ture range allowing human presence
is fairly narrow. In addition, the rise
by 1.15°C represents only a global
average, and doesn't depict signifi-
cant jumps in temperature occurring
in different regions of the world. The
temperature change has had and will
continue to have terrible effects on
the Earth’s climate and on our lives.
At a global level, carbon emissions
from fossil fuels have steadily in-
creased since the beginning of 1900,
causing significant damage such as
severe wildfires, water scarcity, po-
lar ice melting, floods and declining
biodiversity (UN, 2021e). From 1910
to 2010, due to rising temperatures,
the average sea level has risen by 19
cm and, at the current rate, the scien-
tific community believes that it may
rise by a further 40-63 cm within the
next century, forcing populations liv-
ing in coastal areas to migrate in mass
(ibid.).



Global greenhouse gas emissions by sector

This is shown for the year 2016 - global greenhouse gas emissions were 49.4 billion tonnes CO,eq.
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(IFRC, 2020)

In order to respond to rising tempera-
tures and their devastating effects, on
the occasion of COP2128 in 2015, the
international community signed the
Paris Agreement, the first universal
climate agreement?. This pact, en-
dorsed by 186 countries, commits the
parties to exercise a universal respon-
sibility through differentiated actions.
The goal, within this century, is to
keep the global temperature rise well
below 2°C while pursuing efforts to
limit it to 1.5°C. Every country must
put forward their best efforts through
nationally determined contributions
(NDCs).

Greenhouse gases are mainly pro-
duced by industrial activities - in
sectors such as energy, construction,
transport - and intensive productive
processes (Ritchie and Roser, 2020).
At global level, food production is
responsible for 26% of greenhouse
emissions; this figure can be divided
into four sub-categories to better un-
derstand the impact of different sec-
tors. Farming and fishing make up for
31% of these emissions, while 27%
of them is due to agricultural produc-
tion, 24% to excess use of land and
18% to the distribution chain (ibid.).
These practices cause remarkable
damage such as biodiversity loss, land
and ocean deterioration (EPA, 2020).
In this regard, every year the Global
Footprint Network calculates the
Earth Overshoot Day?®°, the day of the
current year by which human beings’
demand for natural resources has
outstripped the Earth’s supply, that is
how much the Earth can re-generate
in that given year. In 2021 the Over-
shoot Day was reached on the 29th
of July. From that date onwards, by
28 COP stands for Conference of Parts of the United
Nations Frame Convention on Climate Change (UN-
Fcco)

29 For further information https:/unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement

30 For further information https:/www.overshootday.
org/

extracting, exploiting and consuming
resources we have been overcoming
the Earth’s ability to re-generate®'.

The effects of climate change can be
related to two macro-categories of
events: slow-onset effects and sud-
den-onset effects:

e Slow-onset: These are changes
which take years to become visible
and that we often notice when it
is too late. For example, some es-
timates suggest that, within 2070,
up to 19% of the Earth's surface
around the Equator might reach the
same temperatures as the hottest
areas of the Sahara Desert, mak-
ing it unsuitable for human life (Xu
et al., 2020). Examples of slow-on-
set events are rise of temperature
and sea-levels, progressive melt-
ing of glaciers, but also periods of
drought. Temperature rise in fact
produces the so-called “high pres-
sure systems”®?, which prevent
humidity from reaching the atmos-

31 The Earth Overshoot Day varies from country to
country, thus demonstrating that not everyone is equally
responsible for climate change. In 2021, the first country
to reach it has been Qatar, on the 9th of February, while
the last one will be Indonesia, on the 18th of December.
32 Ahigh pressure system is a region of the atmosphere
where pressure is higher than the surrounding environ-
ment. In these regions, the temperature of gas increases
with decreasing humidity. As a consequence, water in air
mass vaporizes, leading to dry climate conditions, and
this is the reason why regions with high pressure create a
calm and unchanging climate (IPCC, 2018).

(IFRC, 2020)
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phere and condensing in the form
of rain. Even when these high-pres-
sure systems do not form, the high-
est temperatures tend to speed up
evaporation, reducing soil humidity
level. This change is bound to have
devastating effects on populations
(IPCC, 2018).

Sudden-onset: These are changes
in the frequency, intensity, dura-
tion and timing typical of extreme
weather events (EWEs), such as
hurricanes, floods, wildfires and
heatwaves. These changes are ex-
acerbated by climate change. Even
though these events are more
easily recognizable and traceable
compared to slow-onset events,
they can turn out to be just as de-
structive as they are, or even more
so. The impact of climate change on
the frequency and severity of such
natural disasters, which often occur
in countries already hit by conflicts
and/or poverty, will make it even
more necessary to adopt an all-en-
compassing approach in managing
humanitarian and development set-
tings.
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The macro-consequences
of Climate Change on Human Life

People are already experiencing the effects of climate change. Nevertheless, it does not affect everyone equally: the
most marginalized communities, for social, cultural and/or economic reasons, are the most at risk. In this re-
gard, an intersectional environmentalism movement has recently evolved as a more inclusive version of environ-
mentalism, struggling simultaneously to protect people and the planet. This movement starts from the assumption
that the most vulnerable and excluded categories (children, women, people below the poverty line, ethnical
minorities, people of colour, indigenous communities, refugees, people with disabilities) are the most ex-
posed to the collateral effects of climate change, mainly due to unfair and predatory economic systems. This
point of view transforms the struggle for the environment into a great question of social justice (Haddock, 2020).

In any case, besides the consequences on natural habits and ecosystems, the climate crisis affects people’s lives in
dimensions like health, food security, housing, safety and work. Among the most evident consequences on people’s
lives there are:

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has predicted that an atmosphere 1.5°C hotter than pre-industrial
levels might have effects on agricultural yields and on food prices. Such goods, in fact, would become harder to come
by: populations would have to resort to importations with subsequent price rises. It is estimated that, for these
reasons, between 3 and 16 million people could be pushed below the absolute poverty line (IPCC, 2018).

Climate change is destined to have devastating effects on food and water security for millions of

people, with evident repercussions on health too. It is foreseen in fact that, at the current pace, the global agricultural
yield could fall by up to 30% before 2050. Moreover, the number of people who have insufficient access to wa-
ter (see the “Housing” dimension) will increase from today’s 3.6 trillion to more than 5 trillion by 2050 (Global
Center on Adaptation, 2020).

Migrations are not a new phenomenon and are characterized by their multidimensionality: people

migrate to flee conflicts and persecutions, to join relatives or seek a better life. Climate change has

always influenced human mobility, but has become a very significant push factor over the last

few years, especially for relocation within countries and regions (IPCC, 2018). According to research published
in Nature (2021), if the rise in temperatures cannot be kept below 1.5°C, the areas of the tropical belt might become
unsuitable for life. Nowadays, almost 40% of the world population lives in those areas, and not being able to limit
the temperature rise could result in more than 3 billion people migrating (ibid.)*. Besides that, migrations are driven
by the constant rise in sea levels, which will be more and more of a threat, especially for coastal cities (IPCC, 2018).

Climate change is recognized as a “threat multiplier”, as it worsens pre-existing conflict situations.

In particular, it exacerbates the competition for the control of resources, which are increasingly

scarce. One speaks of “heat-aggression relationship”: every increase by 0.5°C in temperature

is associated with a 10-20% greater likelihood that an armed conflict be unleashed (International Crisis Group,
2020). This represents a danger for entire populations, but in particular for women and children: conflict situations
indeed increase episodes of violence (physical and sexual harassment, forced marriages, sex and work exploitation
etc.) against them (the Child Protection Working Group, 2015; Unicef, 2020h; see also the next paragraph).

33 Migrations for environmental causes, already more and more frequent, have led to the identification of a new migrating profile: the “climate refugee”. However,
this poses problems in terms of recognition of the protection of rights, because, as of today, natural disasters (above all when they are “slow-onset effects”) are not
considered as a real menace to the right to life and health (World Economic Forum, 2021b).
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The impact of climate change
on women and children

Climate change is a global and collec-
tive phenomenon, but does not affect
all areas of the planet in the same way.
Areas already hit by chronic poverty,
such as coastal zones of Southern
Asia, desert regions of Sub-Saharan
Africa, but also the Small Island De-
veloping States are particularly vul-
nerable to unfavourable impacts of
climate change (USGS, 2020a).

Usually, catastrophic events are fol-
lowed by periods of economic hard-
ship, conflict for resource manage-
ment and migrations: the impact of

C Top 10 emitters countries,

climate change is disproportionally
distributed on those populations
that contribute least to the problem.
Just think that the top six emitters of
greenhouse gases are, in order: China,
the United States, the European Un-
ion (including the United Kingdom),
India, Russia and Japan (UNEP, 2020).

This highlights how climate change
exacerbates social inequalities: trig-
gered mainly by high-income coun-
tries it will have catastrophic effects
above all on low-income countries. In
particular, the most vulnerable seg-

ments of population will be suffering,
like women, children and adolescents
(Sanson, Burke, 2019).

Climate change impairs basic life
needs, such as housing, access to wa-
ter and food, and so it is considered
as one of the biggest challenges for
human health and surviving. Con-
sensus of the scientific community is
that climate change will worsen social,
economic and ecological factors on
which diseases and premature deaths
are based, for all age groups (Watts et
al., 2018).

top 10 countries most affected by climate change and their GDP

Top 10 emitters

GDP, US $ millions

10 most affected countries™

(UNEP, 2020) (World Bank, 2020) (GCRI, 2021)
1 China 23,009,776.52 1 Puerto Rico
2 United States 19,846,716.18 2 Myanmar
3 EU (including UK) 19,799,882.36 3 Haiti
4 India 8,443,359.94 4 Philippines
5 Russia 3,875,685.90 5 Mozambique
6 Japan 5,224,854.66 6 The Bahamas
7 Brazil 2,989,431.81 7 Bangladesh
8 Indonesia 3,130,467.09 8 Pakistan
9 lIran 1,044,309.33 9 Thailand
10 Canada 1,742,791.97 10 Nepal

68%

GDP, US $ millions
(World Bank, 2020)

106,817.54
247,239.28
31,620.15
871,562.11
38,415.43
12,097.93
793,489.05
1,021,134.61
1,206,622.91
110,721.78

*Between 2000 and 2019 (GCRI, 2021).

o 3%

(UN, 2021d)
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Nevertheless, children are the

category most at risk: almost

2 billion of them live in areas

where every year air pollution

levels exceed the standards fixed
by the World Health Organization
(Unicef, 2021e); 1 child out of 4 dies
before 5 due to unhealthy environ-
ments (WHO, 2017). Since children’s
physiological protection systems are
not fully developed yet, they turn out
to be more vulnerable to the direct ef-
fects of heat waves, drought and nat-
ural disasters. They are often victims
of injuries, environmental toxin inhala-
tion or infectious, gastrointestinal and
parasitic diseases, which will prevail as
temperatures rise and rainfall increas-
es (Sanson, Burke, 2019). Nearly 90 %
of the global burden of disease asso-
ciated with climate change is borne
by children under 5 years of age. Chil-
dren are also highly susceptible to wa-
terborne diseases and pathogens that
emerge as a result of floods and con-
tamination of water supplies. Every
year 525,000 children die from diar-
rhoea, often caused by contaminated
water (Unicef, 2021d).
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Children are also more subject to in-
direct effects of climate change, such
as scarcity or lack of food and water,
resource management conflicts, eco-
nomic precariousness and migration.
When children are victims of extreme
weather events (EWESs), they also un-
dergo their effects in the period fol-
lowing the catastrophe. In conditions
of social vulnerability, children and
adolescents are more at risk of suffer-
ing physical and sexual violence, leav-
ing school early, recruitment in armed
groups, forced marriage and exploita-
tion (The Child Protection Working
Group, 2015). Furthermore, there is
more and more evidence that climate
change impacts children’s and youth's
mental health: it may cause post-trau-
matic stress disorders, depression,
panic attacks, anxiety and sleep dis-
orders, cognitive deficit, learning
disability and impaired language de-
velopment (Harvard C-Change, 2020).
According to the Children’s Climate
Risk Index by Unicef (2021f), approxi-
mately 1 billion children (nearly half of
the world’s children) live in extreme-
ly high-risk countries. It is significant

£.0

(Unicef, 2021f)

that only 40% of the extremely high-
risk countries in this ranking have
mentioned children and/or youth in
their Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions (NDCs), provided for by the Paris
Agreement (see the first paragraph).

In the long run, the impact of climate
change on children’s physical, psycho-
logical, social and cognitive growth
will have repercussions on their adult
life, making it harder to fulfil their po-
tential and truly exercise their capa-
bilities®**. Such effects in turn could
diminish their ability to look after fu-
ture generations and the exercise of
sustainability, creating an intergener-
ational vicious circle impeding human
development (Unicef, 2015b).

34 Forin-depth analyses on the concept of “capabilities”
see Chapter 1.
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(UN Women, 2016)

Even women and girls are par-
ticularly subject to the negative
effects of climate change. In fact,
it amplifies pre-existing gender
inequalities and exacerbates mar-
ginalization and discrimination of
women and girls in the affected com-
munities (UNDP, 2010).

Women and girls, especially in devel-
oping countries, depend, to a greater
extent, on climate-sensitive jobs. For
example, in Sub-Saharan Africa and
in South-East Asia more than 60%
of working women are employed in
agriculture (ILO, 2019b), and limited
access to economic resources makes
them more vulnerable to slow-onset
events, such as drought. When a sig-
nificant change in climate conditions
damages natural resources necessary
to make a living, women cannot get
by and support their families®>. Con-
sequently, they are often forced to
resort to practices that are not envi-
ronmentally sustainable, for instance
to deforestation for obtaining agri-
cultural land, or to burning wood to
make charcoal. This exposes them to
serious risks for their health (like inha-
lation of toxic substances), and fuels
the vicious circle of practices inducing
climate change. Moreover, as occurs
with children, the aftermath of an
emergency is always the most critical;
water and food scarcity, conflicts for
resource management, reduction of
many basic hygienic-health services
etc. are high risk factors for women
and girls (UN Women, 2009).

35 Even though such changes affect men too, adverse
impacts on families and communities are worse if the
economic precariousness damages women. In fact, work-
ing women, or women having resources available, are
inclined to re-invest 90% of their income in the family,
versus 30-40% of men (see WeWorld Index 2020).

Further trouble comes from the tradi-
tional role of caretakers. Women and
girls are typically in charge of collect-
ing water and food. In fact, they collect
80% of water for households world-
wide (Unicef, 2021f). When access
to these resources is not available on
the spot - as in the event of drought
- they are compelled to travel long
distances to get them. This is a risk to
their safety (see also the dimension
“Housing”), and prompts many girls to
leave school because of the excessive
workload (Unicef, 2020i).

Women and girls have also fewer
chances to move and flee natural dis-
aster effects. In fact, when climate
makes an environment inhospitable,
men usually migrate to send home
remittances, while women remain in
their place of origin®. For example,
97% of migrants fleeing from floods
in Bangladesh over the past 10 years
were men, while women and children
stayed in their homeland trying to
cultivate the land and make a living
(CARE, 2020). Lastly, women'’s tradi-
tional role as caretakers also affects
their chances to survive a calamity. It
is estimated that women are 14 times
more likely to die or be injured during
a disaster than men. For example, 90%
of the victims from floods striking the
Salomon Islands in 2014 were wom-
en and children. These figures reflect
gender norms: as flooding started,
women were at home taking care of
household and family chores, while
men were at work outdoors. When
water levels rose, many women got

36 If men are usually the first to migrate, in some com-
munities it is women who do so. The rising feminization
of contemporary migration phenomena is the outcome of
push and pull factors, first among many the rise in car-
egiving work demand in host countries.
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trapped in their houses and could not
save themselves (UN Women, 2016).
Due to other patriarchal legacies, in
many communities women, who take
less part in social life, are also less
informed about the risks related to
the onset of calamities. Furthermore,
they are not informed about the
emergency and response plans, are
less likely to know how to swim and
consequently find it more difficult to
run for their life (ibid.).

But there are also common cases
of entire communities moving after
extreme climate events. According
to some empirical evidence (Unicef,
2021e), communities of displaced
people tend to adopt more conserv-
ative practices and to exacerbate pa-
triarchal habits. Conditions of heavy
stress, economic hardship and vi-
olence put displaced girls in great
danger, exposing them to the risk of
forced marriages, becoming victims
of work and/or sexual exploitation
and of dropping out of school.
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How to act on climate change?

Climate change is a complex phenomenon, with several repercussions on people’s lives and on natural habitats,
which therefore requires addressing with a multifaceted and encompassing approach. Two macro-categories of in-
tervention can be distinguished for fighting climate change (mitigation and adaptation), to which a transversal one is
added (awareness-raising and advocacy):

Climate change mitigation encompasses all actions aimed at reducing causes and limiting practices that global warm-
ing is based on. It deals, in particular, with actions aimed at reducing or preventing greenhouse gas emissions, but also
actions for use of technologies and sources of renewable energy, energy re-efficiency, reduction of natural resource
wastefulness, turning to sustainable agro-ecology, responsible waste management etc. It is a very wide spectrum of
interventions which can vary from urban re-planning to retouching the design of a cook stove (UNEP, 2021b).

Mitigating climate change effects might no longer be sufficient, to the point that the need to adapt to a warming
world is becoming more and more evident. There are several adaptation practices, but the most important are eco-
system-based and community-based (UNEP, 2021c). Ecosystem-based adaptation is a strategy which resorts to
nature-based solutions and ecosystem services. For example, preserving vegetation like mangroves is vital to protect
coastal habitats from flooding risks, as well as reforestation which may slow down the desertification process (ibid).
Community-based adaptation encompasses actions aimed at increasing community resilience levels, for example
investing in agricultural techniques and practices of disaster risk reduction, for limiting the adverse effects of cli-
mate change. Among other things, if communities became more resilient, migrations due to slow-onset e sudden-on-
set events could diminish (ibid.).

Along with mitigation and adaptation measures, it is necessary to carry out awareness-raising and advocacy actions
on the risks of climate change and on practices for preventing and/or tackling it. Such actions are fundamental both
within local communities in countries most at risk, and in the developed world among civil society, companies, na-
tional and regional institutions (like the European Union). Adequate awareness-raising and advocacy campaigns,
petitions and active citizenship demonstrations can raise awareness about the phenomenon, re-direct consumers’
choices more consciously, influence political policies in terms of investments.
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Below is a schematic representation of the effects of cli- previous pages, the climate crisis is a multidimension-
mate change on women and children and of the possible al phenomenon both in its symptoms and in its effects.
solutions to be implemented. As amply illustrated in the Consequently, possible solutions to prevent, mitigate and
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adapt to climate change must also adopt a multidimension-  are also many actions that reduce children’s and women’s
al approach. The only long-term solution to climate change exposure and vulnerabilities that can greatly reduce their
is reducing greenhouse gas emissions. However, there overall level of climate risk.

@ The impact on
@ WOMEN
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What to do

Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
Eco-system-based adaptation (e.g., reforestation)
Community-based adaptation
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Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
Ecosystem-based adaptation (e.g., preservation of
mangrove vegetation)

Community-based adaptation
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Adoption of resilient farming techniques
Disaster Risk Reduction

Early warning systems
Eco-system-based adaptation
Community-based adaptation
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Disaster Risk Reduction
Prevention and awareness raising
Early warning systems
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Use of renewable technologies and energies
Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions

Energy efficiency

Reduction of the consumption of meat from intensive
farming
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—> Responsible waste management

= Reduction of waste of natural resources

= Agro-ecology

- WASH programmes and practices

— Best practices awareness raising

= Investment that improves access to resilient water

= Responsible waste management

= Agro-ecology

= Soil conservation practices

= Reduction of waste of natural resources

= Reduction of the consumption of meat from intensive
farming

—> Best practices awareness raising

—> Reduction of waste of natural resources

= Agro-ecology

= Reduction of the consumption of meat from intensive
farming

= Natural resources management strategies
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WeWorld’s action

Dealing with climate change is an integral part of
the goals 13 and 16 of the 2030 Agenda. In order to
achieve these goals, in 2020 WeWorld worked in 11
countries in which extreme weather events have in-
creased, over recent years, with heavy repercussions
on agriculture and the livelihood of vulnerable com-

KENYA

WeWorld Index position: 121st in 172
Value: -28

Analysis of the Country

Kenya's geographic location makes it prone to cyclical droughts
and floods, nowadays intensified by climate change. Temper-
atures rise, droughts appear to be more frequent and pro-
longed, rainfalls have become unpredictable and more intense,
causing severe floods that endanger humans, animals and in-
frastructures. Approximately 85% of Kenya is classified as arid
or semi-arid area, and the extent will increase due to deserti-
fication. Droughts are causing reduction or disappearance
of rivers, placing the population at risk of hunger and mal-
nutrition, weakening the country’s economy by reducing
exports while increasing imports, and reducing hydropow-
er potential. Global warming is causing the spread of several
diseases, and increasing migration flows, from climate disas-
ter-prone areas to urban settlements, creating social, health
and infrastructural challenges. The receding of rangelands is
threatening the livelihood of pastoralists and agro-pastoralists,
while human-wildlife conflicts are also exacerbated. Biodiver-
sity, fishing and tourist’s attractions are threatened (from coral
bleaching to sea level rise endangering the coastline), risking a
loss also in terms of income.
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
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munities. Furthermore, WeWorld promoted initiati-
ves for reducing air pollution and greenhouse gases,
also through analyses, research and awareness-rai-
sing campaigns (in Italy and Europe too).

Here are a few examples.

WeWorld's Action

In Kenya, WeWorld is tackling the issue of climate change
through several interconnected interventions in Isiolo and
in Narok County, and with communities in Migori Coun-
ty living near Lake Victoria, whose livelihood depends on
seasonal fishing activities on the lake. A number of actions
are aiming to build up the resilience of vulnerable groups
towards droughts and other negative effects of climate
change, as well as reducing the number of stunted children.
We World in fact works with pastoralist and agro-pastoral-
ist communities in a number of arid lands in Kenya.
Through different interventions WeWorld is improving a
drought resilient and nutrition-sensitive agriculture/live-
stock production, supporting peace-building strategies for
conflicts that arose due to the scarcity of resources, and
promoting women’s economic empowerment, ultimately
generating sustainable livelihood. Advocacy and sensitiza-
tion activities are implemented to empower local institutions,
facilitate local political commitment and raise awareness
among local people about climate change, its effects and ways
to tackle it. Local pastoralists and agro-pastoralists have been
involved in community meetings to collect practices, percep-
tions, challenges and knowledge gaps in order to improve a
better herd management.

Schools are supported through provision of latrines, gutters
and tanks, training of teachers and pupils on nutrition and
hygiene practices, distribution of seedlings and materials,
environmental clubs, tree-planting campaigns, screening and
distributing vitamins and deworming tablets for smaller kids.
Training, tree-planting campaigns, provision of water tanks
and distribution of seedlings are also targeting local house-
holds, contributing to the diversification and enhancement
of the food crop production and the promotion of good
agricultural practices, soil conservation and agro-forestry.
Water pans, boreholes, springs and fetching points are re-
stored or constructed to improve availability and usage of
water for both farming and domestic activities. Farmers are
linked to input supply through cooperatives and, together
with leading groups, are trained in management, entrepre-
neurship and business models, self-help savings and credit
initiatives. Women'’s self-help groups are trained in man-
agement, use of innovative technologies, entrepreneurial
and leadership skills; they are supported in accessing so-
cially inclusive financial services as well.
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MOZAMBIQUE

WeWorld Index Position: 140th in 172
Value: -49

Analysis of the Country

Mozambique ranks third among African countries most vulner-
able to natural disasters. Cyclones represent the most recurrent
and significant risk affecting an average of 2 million people per
year. Droughts and floods affect 600,000 and 200,000 people
a year, respectively. To these are added landslides and earth-
quakes. In the past decades, 13 droughts, 25 floods, 14 tropical
cyclones, 23 epidemics and 1 earthquake of significant magni-
tude were registered.

In 2019, the country faced a severe drought wave in the South-
ern region and two devastating cyclones, Idai and Kenneth,
which hit the Central and Northern regions and highlighted the
weakness of institutional and community preparedness and re-
sponse capacity. A year and a half after those cyclones, more than
100,000 displaced people are still living in temporary housing in
the country’s 6 Central and Northern provinces, with limited access
to essential services, health, water and sanitation, social protec-
tion and opportunities for subsistence, especially for women
and children, with an increased risk of gender-based violence
(GBV).

Interventions in the country aim to strengthen the resilience and
ability of local populations and institutions to face exogenous
disaster events, promoting sustainable development through the
adoption of an integrated and multi-sectoral approach, maintain-
ing priority attention to the vulnerable, the excluded and those
who risk being left behind, such as women, children, elders and
people with disabilities.

WeWorld's Action

WeWorld has been operating in Mozambique since 2000 with in-
terventions in both emergency and development in the provinces
of Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, Manica, Zambezia and Cabo Delgado.
Some of WeWorld’s main strategic axes in the region include
increasing the resilience of rural populations in terms of pro-
ductivity and adaptability in response to natural disasters and
to the effects of climate change; to improve the socioeconom-
ic conditions of the population affected by natural disasters
through the application of sustainable production techniques,
capable of preserving biodiversity and strengthening food se-
curity (agroecology, selection of indigenous seeds, etc.); to
improve the access of the most vulnerable population to basic
services (water, health, education); to raise awareness of gen-
der issues, promoting participatory solutions. In 2018, WeWorld
began managing a three-year cross-border project, financed by the
Italian Cooperation Agency, in consortium with COSPE to mitigate
the effects of the El Nifio® drought in Maputo province. More than
2,000 small farmers received agricultural inputs (seeds, fertilizers,
tools, irrigation systems), training courses in agroecological and
participatory selection/multiplication of local seeds and support
for targeted agro-transformation activities, while promoting ac-
cess to local markets. Since 2019, WeWorld has been a World Food
Programme partner in supporting the food needs of 8,000 people
caused by drought and food shock in some provinces. From July to
December 2020, in partnership with AIFO, WeWorld implemented
a UNDP-funded project in the municipality of Pemba with the aim
of strengthening the resilience of the most vulner-
able families affected by Cyclone Kenneth through
community cash for work and Income Generation
Activities (IGAs) (60% women and 20% people
with disabilities). From December 2020 to April
2021, similar activities were implemented in
Mecufi District (60% women and young people).
In 2020, WeWorld began implementing a two-
year ECHO-funded project in Manica province in
response to cyclone IDAI and to improve DRR (dis-
aster risk management) capacities in schools, com-
munities, and capacity building. This year, 2021,
we are implementing the strongest gender equal-
ity project, financed by the Italian Cooperation
Agency, aiming to strengthen the resilience of the
most vulnerable groups in the target communities,
improving food security, access to water, security
services (SSR) and reducing the risk of diseases
through the adoption of an integrated approach
with the objective of reducing the gender gap.

37 El Nifo is a periodic weather phenomenon which generally occurs
every 5 years in the Pacific Ocean, and it consists of a warming of ocean
waters. This warming can affect entire areas of the planet, in particular
those directly overlooking the Ocean. The climate consequences of it
are droughts (for example in Australia and Mozambique) and torrential
rains in normally arid zones (ex. Ecuador and Peru).
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WeWorld Index Position: 92nd in 172
Value: 2

Analysis of the Country

Desertification is the main problem of the territory where We-
World works in Brazil, one of the most critical soil degradation
processes in arid, semi-arid, dry sub-humid regions all over the
planet. In the desertification process, the soil loses almost all
its nutrients and plants stop sprouting. This happens because
in these regions the soil is naturally frailer, with little water and
little organic matter. The removal of plant cover - deforestation
- leaves the soil exposed to the sun and worsens the situation.
The soil rapidly becomes sandy and rocky. Without nutrients and
water, it is almost impossible for new living beings to settle in.
Weather events like wildfires, excess number of feral animals and
the felling of trees speed up this process, which can become ir-
reversible for the soil. These causes are also responsible for al-
teration of the river flow rate, which makes provisions of local
community and familiar agriculture scarce.
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WeWorld's Action

The State where WeWorld works is Ceara, in the North East of
Brazil, one of the least economically developed areas, with large
pockets of poverty, due also to the drawbacks of living in the
Sertio, literally “great desert”, which crosses most of the States
in the region. The biome of the Sertio is Caatinga (an indigenous
word meaning “white forest”). Its name comes from the whitish
landscape of vegetation during the dry season; most plants shed
their leaves and the trunks become whitish and dry. Caatinga is
the most fragile of the Brazilian biomes. The unsustainable use
of its soils and its natural resources for hundreds of years of oc-
cupation makes it pretty degraded. It is undergoing a fast deser-
tification process, because of climate change and deforestation.
To limit the extension of desertification and preserve Caatin-
ga, it is necessary not only to control these impacts through re-
search, reforestation and creation of protected areas, but also
design and stimulate a culture of prevention, which is to be
taught and learnt from childhood.

WeWorld in Brazil works through education contextualized?®
to the semi-arid area. Along with partners, training for more
than 1,500 teachers, from more than 150 schools of 27 munic-
ipalities, is provided. Training topics related to the context are:
identity, cohabitation models with semi-arid areas, seeds, water,
agricultural and non-agricultural production process, family and
ecosystem... etc. We believe that for tackling climate change a
deep, cultural change is needed, which can be achieved only by
educating the new generations. To reach this goal we also work
a lot through advocacy and lobbying, to make contextualized
education institutional, through ad hoc laws ensuring that this
educational model can endure over time. Besides the precau-
tionary approach in education, we support the development and
delivery of low-cost cohabitation technologies with semi-arid
areas, like the Bioagua system, a technology which, through fil-
ter systems, purifies clear waters and makes them suitable for
irrigation. We also support the construction of tanks to collect
rainwater, both for families and for schools and agriculture, with
agro-ecological techniques. What we do with more than 30
groups of women from rural communities is also crucial. These
groups are supported both on the subject of empowerment and
contrast to violence, and on that of economic emancipation,
which encompasses the creation of vegetable gardens cultivat-
ed with environmentally friendly techniques (agro-ecology), sys-
tems for recycling water and reuse of local resource.

38 Contextualized learning/education is a special type of education that integrates habits, cos-
tumes and traditions of local realities, because being in a context means to learn from the reality
you live in, in order to give value to it, to accept it and to improve it if necessary.
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Analysis of the Country

The territory of Peru is home to more than 70% of the biodiver-
sity on the planet. Moreover, the country features seven charac-
teristics among those identified by the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)¥, and because
of that it is considered particularly vulnerable to climate change’s
negative effects. Among these effects, the high vulnerability of
fragile populations and ecosystems is to be highlighted. This
vulnerability is due to various factors: poverty, institutional fra-
gility, weak governance of development and the environment,
high climate susceptibility of the production base, etc. In Peru,
there are many effects of climate change, some more evident
than others. In particular: loss of agricultural land, salinization of
soils, displacement of cultivated areas - over the last ten years
the best area for growing coffee has risen by 200 metres above
sea level - threaten food security and the independence of rural
populations. In recent years, there are many more forest fires,
with consequent reduction of biodiversity and expansion of
desertification. For geographical reasons then, the country is
exposed to extreme weather events such as frosts, floods and
above all El Nifo, which causes torrential rains. Furthermore, it
is worth noting that 70% of the planet’s tropical glaciers are in
Peru: over the last 40 years, a 42% reduction of glaciers has been
registered, with consequent alteration of the water cycle and re-
duction of the main reserves which supply the Amazon basin.
The situation appears to be particularly worrying if we consider
that Lima, with its 10 million inhabitants, is the biggest city in
the world built in a desert, and that in the next years it may not
have sufficient drinking water. It is a situation similar to that of
most cities of the coastal zone of the country, where 75% of the
population lives.

39 The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, also known as The Rio Con-
vention, was signed in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. It is the main international treaty aimed at fighting
against climate change. The declared goal of the Convention is the reduction of greenhouse gas-
es. To monitor progress made by the countries, every year a Conference of Parties is held (COP).
Furthermore, the Convention lists a series of wake-up calls identifying vulnerable environments
and resources and projected future impacts. For more information https:/unfccc.int/files/essen-
tial_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf

WeWorld's Action

The extractive industry is one of the productive sectors most
affecting climate change, and it is also one of the driving sectors
of the Peruvian economy. In fact, Peruvian industry has built its
economic cycles on several expansive cycles of raw materials,
and in particular, the last twenty years of economic growth. Over
and above considerations on the impact of mineral extraction
on the production of greenhouse gases (15% of fuel emissions
and two thirds of industrial sector emissions), the biggest impact
is that of almost 8,000 abandoned mines, without any protec-
tion for the environment, with no maintenance nor any attention
paid. Nearly two thirds of social-environmental Peruvian con-
flicts are due to the mining industry, to the failure to comply
with national norms, and to the Convention 1694° on indige-
nous and tribal populations, regarding prior consultation.
Through two projects called “;Derechos Humanos y Ambientales
Ya!” and “Alianza De Oro”, WeWorld, together with the Barto-
lomé de las Casas Centre, aims to improve the abilities of Defen-
sores de Derechos Humanos y Ambientales of the high Andean
communities in Cusco and Apurima regions, in developing pro-
posals for better natural resource management, of territories in
their remit, and in improving public policies to ensure adequate
territorial planning and recovery and prevention measures for
pollution caused by the extractive industry. Indeed, it has severe
repercussions on the population’s health (high concentration of
heavy metals in the blood), on agricultural production and on
the water cycle. The two projects, co-financed by the European
Union, are set in Espinar, Chumbivilcas, Grau and Cotabambas
provinces, among the most exposed to food insecurity and to
rainfall variations over the next years. The projects aim to pro-
mote women's role in decision-making processes, and to boost
communication skills and the leading role of Andean communi-
ties, rural municipalities, and at the same time to reinforce the
role of the State at all levels, as the bearer of responsibilities and
obligations towards the population and the mining companies.

40 Itis also known as ILO Convention n. 169. For more information https:/www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/
groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_345065.pdf
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In Italy, WeWorld deals with climate change through education,
information and awareness raising activities.

Exponi le tue idee!
(Express your ideas)

The educational competition “EXPONI LE TUE IDEE!” (EX-
PRESS YOUR IDEAS!”) invented by WeWorld in the school year
2014/15, takes place through matches between high school and
university students in the form of structured debates, before
qualified judges. The subjects on which students are called to
debate are highly topical global issues: human rights, inclusion,
participation, environmental protection, discrimination, migra-
tion and development, youth policies, etc. On each of these sub-
jects two teams confront each other, presenting the pro-and-con
arguments, respectively. The winner is the team which shows off
the best analytical skills, expositive abilities, and content rea-
soning. “EXPRESS YOUR IDEAS!” then is a competition aimed
at developing youth’s reasoning skills and abilities to collect and
select relevant and accurate information. The contest is usually
held in Italian, but in the 2020/21 edition a parallel tournament
was also added, completely in English.

The 2020/21 edition of the tournament is part of the End Cli-
mate Change, Start Climate of Change - in short #ClimateOf-
Change - project, co-financed by the European Commission, of
which WeWorld is the leading agency or coordinator (see also
the following pages). The debate contest has been organized in
13 nations. The winning national team of the high school tourna-
ment in English, and the winning national team of the University
tournament will participate in the Pan-European Final, which will
take place in November 2021 in Brussels.
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Some examples of debate for
Exponi le tue idee! 2020/2021

Water as a common good:
public or private management?

Educational systems provide students
with the tools necessary to become more
aware of the current situation and encour-
age their involvement in climate justice?

More obligations for high-income
countries to combat climate change?

Should international protection for
people migrating due to climate change
be introduced?

Can climate change be combated by switch-
ing to a meat-free diet?
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THE VOICE OF

FABRIZIO FERRARO

G. BERTO’S TEAM, Scientific
Liceum Giuseppe Berto, Vibo
Valentia,

Italy

After our team participated in the Exponi com-
petition, | am quite confident in saying that
everybody’s view of everyday-life problems
has definitely changed. | do not believe that
we were completely neglecting the issue of cli-
mate change, but after a super intense week of
very detailed data collection from indisputable
sources, such as the UN or the EU, the puzzle
saw many pieces being added to it. Certainly it
has still to be completed, ... but knowing how
almost every little thing we do every day affects
climate change, (whether it is the waste or the
CO2 emissions we produce) surely changed
the way we approach such matters. Just to see
how irregular the typical seasonal weather pat-
tern has become, to read how entire species of
plants and animals are going towards extinc-
tion, and to know that in a few years the entire
Antarctic continent will be completely melted
reminds us of the huge responsibility we have
by just doing our part, however little. Waste
management, the way several means of trans-
portation contribute to pollution in different
amounts, what kind of industries to support,
and what to do in our daily life to slow down
climate change, thus saving our own future and
helping those people who are already in much
pain and whose lives are being threatened be-
cause of it. All these things are very difficult to
forget, especially once you experience the frus-
tration of seeing how poorly society is aware of
them and how it barely tries to adapt to an en-
vironmentally-friendly lifestyle. Our knowledge
has for sure benefitted from such an experience,
because it has positively affected and made us
change many of our daily habits towards a more
ecological way of respecting our planet.

THE VOICE OF

SOPHIA VALENTE
CONFUTO ERGO SUM
TEAM, ISS “Alfano da
Termoli”, Termoli,

Italy

If | have learnt one thing by participating in
the Exponi debate is that you never know -
or almost never - everything about what you
thought you knew. Take any subject, your ideas
about it, and then give yourself a position, PRO
or CON. Regardless of your position, you will re-
alize that you probably know less than a half of
what could constitute a real argument. Almost
certainly you do not have reliable sources, you
have no data, you know only some quotations
out of the context which of course cannot be
a real idea. And we speak of just one single
opinion to support. Imagine how little infor-
mation we have to be able to know a subject
“all-around”. If there is a topic about which we
believe we are informed, but about which in-
stead we know very little, it is that of fighting
against climate change. Having to defend an
idea, in favour or against, forced me to search,
to demolish not only my opponent’s theory, but
also and above all my theory, to prevent poten-
tial attacks. As a consequence, this leads one to
question one’s own initial opinions, to acquire
new information, that we were not aware of be-
fore. So, yes, | have changed my mind, for two
different reasons: because | have challenged my
ideas and, sometimes, | have realized that they
were not grounded; and because those ideas
which have remained steadfast have become
more updated and more well-founded.
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#CLIMATE
CHANGE

#ClimateOfChange is a European project coordinated by We-
World and financed by The European Commission within the
DEAR (Development Education and Awareness Raising) Pro-
gramme. The project, which will be implemented between 2020
and 2023, stems from WeWorld’s expertise in formal and infor-
mal youth education, in local, national and European advocacy
actions, together with climate change contrast and migrant pro-
tection activities in Italy and worldwide.

The main objectives of #ClimateofChange are raising awareness
and critical understanding of the link between climate change
and migrations among European youth, and also analysing pre-
vailing production and consumption models; encouraging the
establishment of a movement of informed people, ready to
change their life style and ask for innovative development poli-
cies at all levels, local, national and European.

To do that, WeWorld coordinates a consortium made up of 15
non-governmental organizations, universities and local public
entities from 13 European countries, together with 10 associat-
ed partners and 10 other European countries. In Italy WeWorld
works together with the Municipality of Bologna, the Alma Mater
Studiorum University of Bologna, in synergy with the Municipal-
ity of Milan and ASviS - Alleanza Italiana per lo Sviluppo Sosteni-
bile (Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development) - and with a
network of associations and platforms of local and national civil
society.
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The #ClimateOfChange project in a nutshell:

RESEARCH

A survey has been carried out, in collaboration with Ipsos, in 23
European countries on a sample of 22,000 youths. Topic: the link
between climate change, migrations and development models. A
result that emerged from the survey is the willingness to engage;
for example, 8 out of 10 Italian youths could vote or have vot-
ed for politicians who prioritize issues on climate change and
migration (due also to climate change). Simultaneously, a study
on the wellbeing economy has been conducted*:, a sustainable
and fairer economy, overcoming exploitation models on a global
scale, instead of favouring them. In collaboration with an inter-
disciplinary team of experts of the University of Bologna, a case
study has been performed, regarding the climate crisis impact on
migrations in Senegal, Kenya, Cambodia and Guatemala“2.

AWARENESS RAISING, INFORMATION and EDUCATION
The action to raise awareness, inform and educate the new gen-
erations is closely connected to the #ClimateofChange’s goals. In
this regard, debates in 13 European countries have been organ-
ized, involving 14,000 youths and 600 teachers (see above the
box “Exponi le tue idee!”). In these actions of raising awareness,
information and education the contribution of youths them-
selves is crucial: 60 youth associations are committed to engag-
ing more than 20,000 boys and girls.

41 The results of the Ipsos survey and the research on wellbeing economy are available on the
#ClimateofChange website here - https:/climateofchange.info/italy/media-e-dowload/
42 The work will be published in December 2021
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CAMPAIGN

With the #ClimateofChange project we have launched a petition throughout Europe which asks Europe-
an and national Institutions to act against climate change, to change direction and to reduce its negative
consequences. The requests will be delivered to the President of the European Commission, Ursula Von
Der Leyen, on the occasion of the 27th Conference on Climate (COP27), in November 2022.

We specifically ask for:

1. global warming to be kept below 1.5° C for EU climate neutrality (see the “Environment” Dimen-
sion) within 2040, by promoting the use renewable energies, energy efficiency, and the reduction
of energy consumption

2. a socially and ecologically just wellbeing economy to be adopted, for which social interests count
more than profits, in the name of a revitalised, sustainable, democratic, fair and care-based economy

3. resilient communities and global justice to be built up, financially and technically supporting coun-
tries victims of climate change and an international protection system for migration induced by
climate change

4. Youth Councils to the European Union to be set up, putting youth at the centre, in single States and
local administrations, and meeting their requests through political decisions

These requests are to be put into practice through actions and investments, firstly by the National Plan
for Recovery and Resilience (Piano Nazionale di Ripresa e Resilienza - PNRR). It involves immediately
abolishing all economic aid to fossil sources, promoting sustainable transport including rail, promoting
a circular, social and solidarity/supportive economy, addressing the funds of Politica Agricola Comune
(PAC: Common Agricultural Policy) to agro-ecology and dignified agricultural work. It involves backing
the forthcoming European law which binds all businesses to respect human rights and the environ-
ment (NHREDD)**. These requests must result in help for the most fragile families to accompany them
through this transition, and an increase in funding for Cooperation for Development and Aid (0.7 % of
GDP), to strengthen resilience, mitigation and adaptation to climate change in vulnerable countries,
while protecting environmental migrants.

https:/climateofchange.info/participate/petition/

44 |t is a bill proposing the introduction of mandatory corporate due diligence obligation, in order to identify, prevent, mitigate and account for human
rights violations with collateral environmental effects in supply chains. For more info https:/www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/659299/
EPRS_BRI(2020)659299_EN.pdf

ADVOCACY

The core of the project is the pan-European #ClimateofChange
campaign, which involves and will involve millions of boys and
girls from 16 to 35, in 23 European countries. In 2021, a Street
Tour has been organized in 10 European countries: a traveling
show of performative arts on climate change*®. In 2022, a series
of TEDTalks and a Webseries of 4 episodes will be carried out.

43 Astep of the Street Tour has taken place on the occasion of the preparatory works for COP26.

Throughout the project, advocacy actions will be proposed, at all
levels, from local up to that of the European Commission. An ex-
ample of this is a petition that will be presented at COP27 (see
the box above). Youth’s active participation in decision-making
processes is fundamental for climate justice to be at the heart of
the political agenda, at all levels. In fact, the project includes par-
ticipation in important meetings together with youths and rep-
resentatives of local communities of the four countries in which
the case study has been performed (Senegal, Kenya, Cambodia
and Guatemala).
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Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change has slipped from the top of the global agenda. Yet the Cov-
id-19 emergency shows us, as never before, that environmental crisis and global phenomena are intercon-
nected. The Covid-19 health pandemic is at least the sixth since 1918, and even though its origins seem to be
attributable to pathogens transmitted by animals, like all pandemics, its emergence is due to human activities
(Ciccarese, 2020). In the meantime, the climate crisis has proceeded relentlessly. Greenhouse gas concentra-
tions increased in 2020, reaching new records, and we are to blame (see the “Environment” Dimension). The
Special Report published in August 2021 by the IPCC is clear: human activities are estimated to have caused
approximately 1.°C of global warming above pre-industrial levels. At this rate, global warming is likely to
reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052. This is no longer about facing extreme weather events, but coping with
a complex phenomenon, which is upsetting national economies and affecting all living beings and the whole
ecosystem. The climate crisis is a social crisis, and acts as a multiplier of inequalities, worsening pre-existing
disparities and generating new ones, making vulnerable people and communities even more fragile.

The economic impact, also, risks being devastat-
& ing. According to a survey by Swiss Re Institute

J
~ (2021), G7 countries risk losing 8.5% of GDP
per year, nearly 5 trillion dollars, if temperatures
will rise by 2.6°C before 2050 (as foreseen).
The climate crisis may have an impact equal to
two Covid-19 pandemics per year on high-in-
come countries’ economies. At the current rate,
global GDP may decrease by 11-14 percentage
points by mid-century, compared to a world without climate change. If instead we were able to meet the goals
of the Paris Agreement, the loss would be about 4% (Swiss Re Institute, 2021).

2021 could be a turning point in fighting climate change. Two
important events held this year, the G20 (which has dedicated a
summit on the environment in Naples) and COP26%, provide a
good occasion to think hard on the next steps to be taken. X
Urgent action is needed to deal with the structural causes of the

climate crisis through a multidimensional approach, based simul- — E————1
taneously on respect for the planet and for human rights. Special

attention must be addressed to marginalized communities, the

most exposed to adverse climate crisis effects. As to this, the

intersectional environmentalism approach highlights not only

the overlapping across discriminations (gender, generational, ethnical, racial etc....), which make some people
more vulnerable than others, but also how the struggle for safeguarding the planet must proceed at the same
speed as the struggle for human and civil rights.

A rethink of our productive and consumption systems is needed, as they have been built on extractivist and
predatory practices. Betting on circular economy and renewable energy use, reduction of meat consump-
tion from intensive animal farming and of disposable packaging are all choices that can no longer be put
off but must be carried out both at macro and micro level. A collective change is required, as many youth
movements are demonstrating. There must be a collective shift to place the climate crisis issue at the core
of the political agenda, together with a personal life-style change towards sustainability, for everyone in a
position to make such change.

For a just and fair ecological transition, for a sane

and sustainable future in favour of current and fu-

ture generations. A future in which nobody is left

behind and everyone shares the weight for a just

and fair change, bearing in mind that too often
Q those who suffer the effects of the climate crisis

most are those who are least responsible for it. In
order to do all that, it is no longer sufficient to fulfil
the commitments undertaken in the Paris Agree-
ment, but a bigger, multifaceted effort is required,
involving both single individuals and States. Time is
running out. The time is now.

-

45 For further information https://ukcop26.org/the-conference/
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WeWorld Index:
methodology and technical notes

The WeWorld Index measures the inclu-
sion level of children, adolescents and
women, based on 17 DIMENSIONS re-
ferring to 34 Indicators (two per dimen-
sion), related to the Four Building Blocks
for the implementation of women'’s and
children’s rights: health, education, econ-
omy and society.

Three indicators were changed in the
2021 edition of the WeWorld Index: n.2
Terrestrial and marine protected areas
(%o of total territorial area) was replaced
with Per capita CO2 emissions; n.16 Chil-
dren underweight was replaced with Chil-
dren under 5 years old stunted; n. 17 Net
enrollment rate pre-primary with Net en-
rollment rate lower secondary. The rea-
soning behind these changes concerns
the fact that precendetly used indicators
are now considered obsolete and of little
utility in order to measure women's and
children’s inclusion. Alongside with these
considerations, the availability, accuracy
and recentness of the indicators were
also taken into account. Nonetheless, the
original construction of the Index around
34 indicators allow these three changes
of indicators without significantly affect-
ing its calculation.

The indicators derive from internation-
ally accredited sources (WHO, Unesco,
World Bank, Unicef, UNDP etc.), or they
are widely used indices (such as the Gen-
der Gap Index or the Global Peace Index;
see page x and the following pages for
a complete list of the 34 indicators and
their definitions). The calculation method
of the WeWorld Index 2020 is the same
as in the previous editions (for further
information refer to them). All the coun-
tries with a population over 200,000 in-
habitants have been taken into account.
As the collection of statistical data at a
global level is not always complete, coun-
tries with more than 9 missing data (out
of 34) have been removed from the final
ranking, but they have been considered
in rankings related to single indicators.
Overall, the countries included in the
2021 edition are 176, and the countries
in the final ranking are 172. The countries
excluded because of missing data are:
Micronesia, Somalia, Solomon Islands
and Korea, Dem. Rep.

The method used to draw up the We-
World Index is the Z-Score standardi-
zation. By means of this procedure, it is
possible to convert indicators to a com-
mon scale, making them homogeneous
and “groupable” in a synthetic index.
Moreover, the advantage, compared to
other methods, is that it shows the extent
of the differences between countries de-
pending on a given indicator, and in the
synthetic index. Some preliminary opera-
tions have been carried out before build-
ing up the synthetic index. In fact, some
indicators may be positively correlated
with the phenomenon to be measured
(e.g., the percentage of female graduates
is positively correlated with the inclusion
of women and children), whereas others
may be negatively correlated with it (e.g.,
infant mortality rate). Thus, prior to nor-
malization, it is necessary to transform
indicators so that an increase in an indi-
cator corresponds to an increase in the
composite index. Secondly, missing val-
ues have to be filled in with estimations
or proxies, by considering older data
or using the average of the geographic
area of which a country is part. Finally,
the indicators - expressed in different
measurement units - have been made
homogeneous through standardization.
The average of the new values obtained
is by definition equal to O and the vari-
ance equal to 1, and they vary over a very
small range between positive and nega-
tive values. The more the values move
away from O, the further they are from
the average value. Positive values repre-
sent a score above the average; negative
values represent a lower-than-average
score. From standardised values and by
calculating the arithmetic mean, three
“partial” synthetic context-related indices
have been created; children, adolescents,
and women respectively. Therefore, the
WeWorld Index is the arithmetic mean of
three partial indices. The scores obtained
by the countries in the synthetic index
have been multiplied by 100 and round-
ed up to whole numbers, so that they are
easier to read. The values obtained vary
from +105 (first country in the ranking)
to -125 (last country in the ranking).

In the 2020 edition 3 indicators concern-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic were added.

In 2021, they were included again:

Confirmed cases of Covid-19
Real GDP
Day of school closure

For the indicator 35, the cases of infec-
tion, made available per country on the
WHO website, have been calculated as
the percentage of the population of the
country. For the indicator 36, GDP per-
centage change in 2021 per country es-
timated by the International Monetary
Fund has been taken into account. For
the indicator 37, the school closure days
have been calculated per country ac-
cording to the information on the Unesco
websites.

All the data referring to the three indica-
tors are updated to June 2021.

The three indicators have been pro-
cessed following the same method as the
other 34; they have been transformed
to be coherent with the WeWorld Index,
normalized through the z-score proce-
dure and added to the others for calcu-
lating the average. Before being added,
the three indicators have been given a
heavier weighting than the others (1.25,
while the other indicators have been giv-
en a weight of 1), in order to reflect their
relative importance, for the composite
Index, in the year of the pandemic.
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Acronyms

ASviS
COP
CRED

DEAR

DRR
EM-DAT
EPA
EWEs
FAO
FFF
GBV
GDP
GGGR
GGl
Gll
ICG
ICTs
IDCM

IEP
IFRC

ILO
IMF
IPCC
IPU
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Alleanza Italiana per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile
Conference of the Parties
Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters

Development Education and Awareness Raising
Programme

Disaster Risk Management

Emergency Events Database
Environmental Protection Agency
Extreme Weather Events

Food and Agriculture Organization
Fridays For Future

Gender Based Violence

Gross Domestic product

Global Gender Gap Report

Gender Gap Index

Gender Inequality Index

International Crisis Group

Information and Communication Technologies
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre
International Energy Agency

Institute for Economics and Peace

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent

Societies

International Labour Organization
International Monetary Fund
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Inter-parliamentary Union

ITU
KPK
MENA
NDCs

OECD

ORWH
PAC
PNRR
SDGs
SPAK
STEM
UNAIDS
UNDP
UNEP

UNFCCC

UNFPA
UNHCR
UNODC
USGS
WB
WEF
WFP
WHO
WMO

International Telecommunication Agency
Corruption Eradication Commission of Indonesia
Middle East and North Africa

Nationally Determined Contributions

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development

Office Research on Women'’s Health

Politica Agricola Comune

Piano Nazionale di Ripresa e Resilienza
Sustainable Development Goals

Saya Perempuan Anti-Korupsi

Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change

United Nations Population Fund

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
United States Geological Survey

World Bank

World Economic Forum

World Food Programme

World Health Organization

World Meteological Organization


http://weworldindex.org/

Geographical areas*

West Europe, North America, Australia and
New Zealand

Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United Stated,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand.

Central and East Europe

Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan,
Macedonia, Montenegro, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia,
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan.

Middle East and North Africa

Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen,
Israel.

Central and West Africa

Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cameron, Central African
Republic, Chad, Republic of Congo, Ivory Coast, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia,
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania,
Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tomé and Principe, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Togo.

East and South Africa

Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Comoro Islands, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, Somalia, South Africa,
South Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia,
Zimbabwe.

East Asia and Pacific

Brunei, Cambodia, China, Democratic Republic of Korea,
Republic of Korea, Fiji, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Malaysia, Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Papua
New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, East Timor,
Vietnam, Japan, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands.

South Asia
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,

Pakistan, Sri Lanka.

Latin America and Caribbean

Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Jamaica, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela.

* The geographical areas reported here have been established in the WeWorld Index to
make estimates to fill in for missing data and do not necessarily correspond to commonly
recognized areas.

THE VOICES of the
WeWorld Index 2021

MARTINA COMPARELLI

Spokeswoman for the “Fridays For Future” movement, Italy

ROSEMARY AKAI and YUSUF MEDO
Beneficiaries of WeWorld's project on climate change and
resilience to drought in Kenya

CHIARA CARDOLETTI
UNHCR Representative to Italy, the Holy See and San Marino,
Italy

PAULO CESAR CARBONARI

Graduate in Philosophy, Social Educator and Human Rights
Activist, Brazil

LAURO ROSSI

Program Director at CIMA (Centro Internazionale in
Monitoraggio Ambientale - International Center for
Environmental Monitoring) Research Foundation, University of
Genoa, ltaly

MANASI SHARMA
Research Consultant (Mental Health), Unicef Office of Research
- Innocenti, Florence, Italy

DOCA MICHE QUINOQUE and MARIA MARCOS
Beneficiaries of WeWorld's education project in Mozambique

SHADIA MUHIDINI and FATUMA CHITANDA

Beneficiaries of WeWorld's education project in Tanzania

DAVID STEWART
Co-Chair: Global Coalition to End Child Poverty Chief, Child
poverty and social protection, Unicef, NY, U.S.A.

AGNES JOHN and THERESIA MASOLELA

Beneficiaries of WeWorld’s project in Tanzania

ETIENNE MUGULA,
Health Coordinator in WeWorld's project in Burundi

NAFLA

Beneficiary of WeWorld’s humanitarian project in Lebanon

SUNITA
Worker in the Agro Pontino Valley, Italy

ROCIO SILVA-SANTISTEBAN
Activist, writer, University Professor and member of parliament
in the coalition of the left “Frente Amplio’, Peru

MARCELINE NAUDI

Member of GREVIQ, Senior Lecturer Department of Gender and
Sexuadlities University of Malta, Regional Editor (Europe) Journal
of Gender-Based Violence, European Observatory of Femicide,
Malta

D,



(Worid

WeWorld Index 2021 Indicators

G

(s,

DIMENSION

INDICATOR

ENVIRONMENT

1 - Concentrations of fine particulate matter (PM2.5)

2 - CO2 emissions per capita

HOUSING

3 - People using at least basic drinking water services

4 - People using at least basic sanitation services

CONFLICTS AND WARS

5 - Global Peace Index

6 - Number of refugees per country of origin

POWER AND DEMOCRACY

7 - Global Democracy Index

8 - Corruption Perception Index

SECURITY AND PROTECTION

9 - Intentional homicide rate

10 - People dead & affected by natural and technological disasters

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

11 - People with access to electricity

12 - Individuals using Internet

GENDER

13 - Gender Gap Index (GGl)

14 - Gender Inequality Index (GllI)

CHILDREN’S HEALTH

15 - Under-five mortality rate

16 - Children underweight

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION

17 - Primary net enrollment rate

18 - Lower Secondary net enrollment rate

CHILDREN'S HUMAN CAPITAL

19 - Adult literacy rate

20 - Government expenditure on education

CHILDREN’S ECONOMIC CAPITAL

21 - Unemployment rate

22 - GDP per capita (current US$)

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

23 - Children aged 5-17 involved in child labour

24 - Adolescent fertility rate

WOMEN'S HEALTH

25 - Maternal mortality ratio

26 - Life expectancy at birth female

WOMEN'’S EDUCATION

27 - Adult female literacy rate

28 - Percentage of female graduates from tertiary education

WOMEN’S ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

29 - Female unemployment rate

30 - Earned income (female to male ratio)

WOMEN'’S POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

31 - Percentage of women in national parliaments (seats)

32 - Percentage of women in Ministerial positions

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

33 - Percentage of women physically and/or sexually abused by a partner

34 - Intentional homicide rate female

COVID-19

35 - Covid-19 cases

36 - Gross Domestic Product increase

37 - Days of school closures




Index

DEFINITION

SOURCE

Annual mean, in micrograms per cubic meter

WHO, 2021

Metric tons per capita

World Bank, 2021

People using at least basic drinking water services. Percentage of the total population of a country

WHO/Unicef, 2017

People using at least basic sanitation services. Percentage of the total population of a country

WHO/Unicef, 2017

Country peace level on a scale 1 (most peaceful) to 5 (least peaceful), examining level of security,
presence of internal or external conflicts, and level of militarisation

The Institute for Economics and Peace,
2021

Percentage of the total population of a country (including those who have obtained refugee status, but
excluding asylum seekers - those who have applied for asylum and refugee status but have not received a
response yet, or who are registered as asylum applicants - and internal displaced people)

WeWorld elaboration of UNHCR data,
2021

Country democracy state on a scale O (authoritarian regime) to 10 (full democracy), taking into account
five aspects: electoral pluralism, respect of civil rights, efficacy of government activities, participation of
citizens in politics, and political culture in general

Economist Intelligent Unit, 2020

Perceived levels of public sector corruption in 180 countries/territories around the world on a scale O
(more corruption) to 100 (less corruption)

Transparency International, 2021

Percentage per 100,000 inhabitants per country. Voluntary homicide is defined as the death
intentionally caused by one person to another person

UNODC, 2019

Number of people dead/plus affected by natural and technological disasters out of the total population
of a country. Expressed in percentage

EM-DAT, 2021

People with access to electricity. Percentage of the total population of a country

World Bank, 2021

Individuals using Internet. Percentage of the total population of a country

ITU, 2020

Country gender gap, ranging from O (total inequality) to 1 (total equality)

World Economic Forum, 2021

Country gender gap, ranging from O (total equality) to 1 (total inequality)

UNDP, 2021

Probability of dying by age 5 per 1000 live births

UNICEF/WHO, 2020

Percentage of children aged 0-59 months who are more than two standard deviations below median
height-for-age of the WHO Child Growth Standards

UNICEF/WHO, 2020

Total number of students in the theoretical age group for a given level of education enrolled in that level,
expressed as a percentage of the total population in that age group

Unesco, 2021

Total number of students in the theoretical age group for a given level of education enrolled in that level,
expressed as a percentage of the total population in that age group

Unesco, 2021

Percentage of population aged 15 years and over who can both read and write with understanding a
short simple statement on his/her everyday life. Generally, ‘literacy’ also encompasses ‘numeracy;, the
ability to make simple arithmetic calculations

Unesco, 2021

Percentage of GDP of a country

Unesco, 2020

Percentage of total labour force that is without work but available for and seeking employment ILO, 2020
GDP per capita, expressed in current U.S. dollars World Bank, 2020
Percentage of the total number of children aged 5-17 per country Unicef, 2019

Number of births per 1,000 women aged 15-19

World Bank, 2020

Number of women died per year during pregnancy, or within 42 days after the end of the pregnancy, per
100,000 live births. The death must be due to some causes related to or aggravated by the pregnancy or
the relating treatment

WHO, 2019

The number of years a newborn girl would live if prevailing patterns of mortality at the time of her birth
were to stay the same throughout her lifetime

World Bank, 2020

Percentage of female ages 15 and above who can both read and write, with understanding, a short
simple statement about their everyday life

Unesco, 2020

Percentage of the total number of graduates

Unesco, 2019

Share of the labor force that is without work but available for and seeking employment

ILO, 2021

Ratio between female earned income and male earned income (estimates)

World Economic Forum, 2021

Number of seats allocated to women in the lower or single House of Parliament, expressed as the
percentage of the total number of Parliamentary seats

IPU, 2021

Number of women in Ministerial positions (or equivalent) in the government, expressed as the percentage
of the total number of Ministerial positions

IPU, 2021

Number of women physically and/or sexually abused by a partner on the total female population, based
on questionnaires filled in by women aged 15 or older (for further information refer to WHO and OECD)

WHO/FRA, 2021

Unlawful death inflicted upon a person with the intent to cause death or serious injury. Rates per
100,000 population. Inclusions: murder; honour killing; serious assault leading to death; death as

a result of terrorist activities; dowry-related killings; femicide; infanticide; voluntary manslaughter; bbbt bl
extrajudicial killings; killings caused by excessive use of force by law enforcement/state officials

Confirmed cases of people infected by countr WHO, 2021
Percentage increase of GDP in 2021 by country IMF, 2021

Days of school closures by country

World Bank/Unesco, 2021
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WeWorld Index 2021 Components / 1

&l
Conflicts And
Wars

DIMENSIONS q i 2'.
Environment Housing
e
Afghanistan 160 B seoc 020 6706 4342
Albania 64 10,30 193 91,04 97,72
Algeria 95 42,53 359 93,56 87,59
Angola 149 18,20 0,88 55,84 49,88
Argentina 26 32,52 398 99,08 94,26
Armenia 76 1247 1,88 99,91 93,64
Australia 13 12,47 15,47 99,97 99,99
Austria 11 19,92 714 100,00 99,97
Azerbaijan 85 38,89 322 91,39 92,51
Bahamas, The 66 27,74 5,86 98,89 94,93
Bahrain 71 17,36 19,59 100,00 100,00
Bangladesh 129 19,14 0,51 97,02 48,23
Barbados 47 590 4,36 9849 97,28
Belarus 43 2301 625 96,48 97,79
Belgium 10 38,99 817 100,00 99,49
Belize 85 11,64 1,77 97,99 87,86
Benin 137 42,93 0,68 6641 16,45
Bhutan 105 23,09 1,82 97,23 69,25
Bolivia 80 12,70 2,00 92,85 60,72
Bosnia and Herzegovina 99 18,76 6,78 96,14 95,36
Botswana 113 56,82 3,64 90,34 7727
Brazil 54 23,08 2,04 98,19 88,29
Brunei Darussalam 3792 16,64 99,90 96,35
Bulgaria 26 70,81 585 99,11 86,00
Burkina Faso 152 60,84 021 47,89 19,40
Burundi 125 12,88 0,05 60,83 45,82
Cabo Verde 85 15,72 114 87,08 73,85
Cambodia 116 10,64 0,68 78,51 59,23
Cameroon 127 44,90 0,34 60,38 39,08
Canada 29 17,63 1549 99,44 99,29
Central African Republic 167 6,43 0,07 46,33 25,32
Chad 166 42,67 0,06 38,70 8,34
Chile 33 52,66 4,62 99,83 100,00
China 58 25,88 740 92,85 84,76
Colombia 92 20,54 1,60 97,30 89,63
Comoros 34,77 031 80,17 35,86
Congo, Dem. Rep. 164 167 4663 0,02 4324 2046
Congo, Rep. 146 16,52 0,61 7322 20,17
Costa Rica 39 19,00 1,65 99,70 97,82
Cote d'lvoire 157 153 1y 72,79 0,39 72,87 32,13
Croatia 46 15,01 4,05 99,59 96,54
Cuba 29 N/A 2,20 95,33 92,81
Cyprus 36 16,07 6,07 99,61 99,15
Czech Republic 36 12,02 9,64 99,88 99,13
Denmark 2 13,72 576 100,00 99,60
Dijibouti 143 19,49 0,51 75,63 63,61
Dominican Republic 101 75 1T 38,88 2,36 96,69 83,89
Ecuador 51 86,99 2,31 9399 8799
Egypt, Arab Rep. 119 12,52 2,50 99,11 94,19
El Salvador 93 N/A 1,06 97,39 87,43
Equatorial Guinea 150 16,21 5,09 64,67 66,31
Eritrea 158 9,70 0,23 51,85 11,94
Estonia 17 38,97 12,10 99,71 99,15
Eswatini 143 N/A 0,95 69,01 58,35
Ethiopia 151 13,46 0,14 41,06 732
Fiji 105 1181 215 93,79 95,07
Finland 4 10,84 8,04 100,00 99,45
France 12 N/A 4,61 100,00 98,65
Gabon 138 1047 217 85,77 4741
Gambia, The 142 149 J 29,77 0,24 7799 39,23
Georgia 75 34,71 2,53 98,39 90,02
Germany 8 15 J 45,54 8,55 100,00 99,23
Ghana 117 N/A 0,54 8145 18,47
Greece 54 22,72 6,08 100,00 98,98
Guatemala 111 11,63 111 94,19 65,06
Guinea 152 33,98 025 61,90 22,72
Guinea-Bissau 155 5324 0,16 66,63 20,54
Guyana 108 14,69 313 95,54 85,76
Haiti 133 1592 0,29 6547 34,70
Honduras 111 1220 4071 101 9483 8125
Hungary 41 52,02 474 100,00 97,99
Iceland 4 21,38 6,23 100,00 98,78
India 130 N/A 179 92,67 59,54
Indonesia 95 90 1T 4434 217 89,34 7313
Iran, Islamic Rep. 122 61,63 7,69 9524 8842
Iraq 127 6,48 4,89 96,53 94,12
Ireland 19 38,97 7,62 97,39 91,25
Israel 33 16,75 697 10000 100,00
Italy 18 1340 537 99,44 98,77
Jamaica 85 33,00 2,89 90,65 87,31
Japan 29 13,82 8,74 99,01 99,89
Jordan 95 11,70 247 98,94 97,34
Kazakhstan 48 28,57 12,06 95,63 97,87
Kenya 124 22,73 035 58,92 29,05
Korea, Dem. People’s Rep. 101 8,16 0,70 94,51 83,16
Korea, Rep. 42 370 60,74 12,22 99,79 100,00
Kuwait 48 91 J 16,64 21,62 10000 100,00
Kyrgyz Republic 66 65 T 25,61 173 87,46 96,51
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=
5
3,64
187
2,28
2,08
197
213
1,38
127
23
N/A
22
212
N/A
211
149
N/A
218
15
2,07
2,04
1,69
241
N/A
1,62
231
25
N/A
2,01
2,65
129
323
2,53
18
216
2,64
N/A
324
2,34
1,69
2,16
1,61
2,07
1,92
133
1,28
221
199
2,08
2,48
2,24
189
2,56
1,68
1,93
2,52
N/A
14
193
211
189
211
1,49
177
187
226
2,08
2,15
205
221
228
1,55
107
2,62
183
2,67
348
137
2,77
1,69
2,04
1,36
1,95
1,94
237
2,96
1,82
172
2,09

4.
Power And
Democracy

Indicator | Indicator | Indicator
6 7 8
9

7877 2,85 1
0,542 6,08 36
0,011 377 36
0,027 3,66 27
0,000 6,95 42
0,354 535 49
0,000 8,96 77
0,000 8,16 76
1,005 2,68 30
0,141 N/A 63
0,037 249 42
0,012 599 26
0,085 N/A 64
0,034 2,59 47
0,000 7,51 76
0,019 N/A N/A
0,005 4,58 41
0,914 571 68
0,005 5,08 31
0477 4,84 35
0,009 7,62 60
0,001 6,92 38
0,004 N/A 60
0,008 6,71 44
0,075 373 40
3,141 2,14 19
0,004 7,65 58
0,076 3,10 21
0,296 2,77 25
0,000 9,24 77
13,301 132 26
0,064 155 21
0,004 828 67
0,013 2,27 42
0,373 7,04 39
0,088 3,09 21
0,926 113 18
0,270 311 19
0,005 816 57
0,139 411 36
0,580 6,50 47
0,079 2,84 47
0,002 7,56 57
0,011 7,67 54
0,000 9,15 88
0,220 2,71 27
0,006 6,32 28
0,010 6,13 39
0,026 2,93 33
0,704 590 36
0,012 192 16
14,719 2,15 21
0,021 7,84 75
0,018 3,08 33
0,156 3,38 38
0,057 5,72 N/A
0,000 9,20 85
0,000 7,99 69
0,022 3,54 30
0,438 449 37
0,199 531 56
0,000 8,67 80
0,045 6,50 43
0,001 7,39 50
0,137 497 25
0,192 3,08 28
0,091 2,63 19
0,035 6,01 41
0,225 4,22 18
0,347 536 24
0,047 6,56 44
0,003 9,37 75
0,001 6,10 40
0,005 6,30 37
0,160 2,20 25
0,831 3,62 21
0,000 9,05 72
0,004 7,84 60
0,000 7,74 53
0,092 713 44
0,000 813 74
0,024 3,63 49
0,015 3,14 38
0,015 5,05 31
0,003 1,08 18
0,000 801 61
0,030 3,80 42
0,044 4,21 31

5

Security And
Protection

Indicator | Indicator | Indicator
9 10 1

6,65
2,28
137
9,65
532
1,69
0,89
0,96
2,20
31,95
0,54
2,37
9.76
2,39
1,69
37,78
112
119
6,21
117
10,53
27,38
049
130
125
6,05
6,80
1,84
138
175
20,12
9,02
4,40
0,52
25,34
7.6
1336
10,08
11,26
11,84
0,57
505
1,26
0,62
1,00
6,77
10,04
580
323
52,01
321
7,46
2,11
11,55
7.6
2,97
1,62
119
9
9,07
2,22
094
2,09
094
22,50
8,46
114
14,24
6,67
38,92
2,48
0,89
3,07
043
4,12
10,08
087
149
0,56
43,85
0,26
135
5,06
492
441
0,60
178
2,18

67,43
7,30
032
0,17
031
082
014
0,00
0,00
3,94
0,00
9,64
0,00
0,53
0,02

14,02
0,06
0,07
513
048
176
0,30
0,00
0,01

13,66
096
0,00
7,58
0,10
0,26
048
0,25
0,01
2,04
101

37,49
093

10,23
2,99
0,17
547
049
0,01
0,00
0,00

33,79
045
0,98
0,02
8,64
032
0,00
0,00

20,37
049

52,47
0,00
0,02
0,00
0,61
031
0,00
040
013

34,09
035
0,63

19,01
0,88

55,37
1,54
0,00
5,57
1,64

12,15
0,08
0,00
0,00
0,01
0,00
191
0,00
018

11,16

62,94
021
0,00
0,00

6.
Access To
Information

97,70
100,00
99,50
45,67
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
92,20
100,00
100,00
100,00
92,72
40,32
100,00
96,30
100,00
70,18
99,80
100,00
100,00
18,38
11,06
95,53
93,00
63,45
100,00
14,30
840
100,00
100,00
99.77
84,05
19,10
48,33
99,71
68,55
100,00
99,80
100,00
100,00
100,00
61,28
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
66,59
50,39
100,00
7717
48,27
100,00
100,00
100,00
90,69
59,92
100,00
100,00
83,50
100,00
95,72
42,42
31,04
92,02
45,37
92,78
100,00
100,00
97,82
98,85
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
99,38
100,00
100,00
100,00
69,70
49,37
100,00
100,00
99,88

Indicator Indicator | Indi
12 14

1145
68,55
49,04
14,34
74,29
66,54
86,55
87,75
81,10
85,00
99,70
12,90
81,76
82,79
90,28
47,08
14,12
48,11
4747
69,95
41,41
7391
95,00
67,95
15,88

2,66
61,94
40,55
23,20
92,70

4,34

6,50
82,33
54,30
65,01

8,48

8,62

8,65
81,20
36,29
79,08
6797
86,06
80,87
98,05
55,68
74,82
57,27
57,28
50,49
26,24

131
89,53
30,30
18,62
49,97
89,61
83,34
50,32
19,84
68,85
88,13
37,88
75,67
40,70
21,83

393
37,33
3247
32,14
80,37
99,01
20,08
47,69
70,00
75,00
84,52
86,79
74,39
55,07
92,73
66,79
81,88
22,57

N/A
96,16
99,54
38,20

7o
Gender

0,444
0,770
0,633
0,657
0,752
0,673
0,731
0,777
0,688
0,725
0,632
0,719
0,769
0,758
0,789
0,699
0,653
0,639
0,722
0,713
0,716
0,695
0,678
0,746
0,651
0,769
0,584
0,684
0,692
0,772

N/A
0,593
0,716
0,682
0,628

N/A
0,576

N/A
0,672
0,627
0,733
0,746
0,707
0,711
0,768

N/A
0,699
0,739
0,639
0,738

N/A

N/A
0,733
0,729
0,691
0,674
0,861
0,784

N/A
0,644
0,732
0,796
0,666
0,689
0,655
0,660

N/A
0,728

N/A
0,716
0,688
0,892
0,625
0,688
0,582
0,535
0,800
0,724
0,721
0,741
0,656
0,638
0,710
0,692

N/A
0,687
0,621
0,681

0,655
0,181
0,429
0,536
0,328
0,245
0,097
0,069
0,323
0,341
0,212
0,537
0,252
0,118
0,043
0415
0,612
0421
0417
0,149
0,465
0,408
0,255
0,206
0,594
0,504
0,397
0474
0,560
0,080
0,680
0,710
0,247
0,168
0,428

N/A
0,617
0,570
0,288
0,638
0,116
0,304
0,086
0,136
0,038

N/A
0,455
0,384
0,449
0,383

N/A

N/A
0,086
0,567
0,517
0,370
0,047
0,049
0,525
0,612
0,331
0,084
0,538
0,116
0,479

N/A

N/A
0,462
0,636
0,423
0,233
0,058
0,488
0,480
0,459
0,577
0,093
0,109
0,069
0,396
0,094
0,450
0,190
0,518

N/A
0,064
0,242
0,369

(Word

8.
Children's
Health

60,26
9,68
2325
74,68
9,26
11,78
36
347
20,43
126
6,9
30,75
12,65
323
34
123
90,28
28,49
25,97
585
41,59
13,93
11,42
6,73
87,54
56,46
14,86
26,59
748
4,85
110,05
113,79
6,97
79
1375
62,89
84,8
47,8
8,61
79,28
4,78
511
23
317
3,76
57,49
27,97
13,98
20,28
13,28
81,84
40,49
2,39
49,36
50,73
25,69
2,38
4,45
42,46
51,72
9,58
38
46,15
3,75
24,51
988
7847
29,25
62,79
16,81
3,66
1,96
34,27
23,88
1393
25,88
327
3,67
3,13
13,85
246
15,58
1045
43,15
173
319
79
18,31

Indicator
16

35,10
9,60
9,30

37,70
7,80
9,10
2,10
N/A

16,30
N/A
510

30,20
6,60
390
2,30

13,30

31,30

22,40

12,70
9,10

22,80
6,10

12,70
6,40

25,50

57,60
9,70

29,90

27,20
N/A

40,10

35,00
1,60
4,70

11,50

22,60

40,80

18,00
8,60

17,80
N/A
7,00
N/A
2,50
N/A

34,00
590

23,10

22,30

11,20

19,70

49,10
1,20

22,60

35,30
7,50
N/A
N/A

14,40

16,10
5,70
1,60

14,20
2,20

42,80

29,40

28,00
9,00

2040

19,90
N/A
N/A

30,90

31,80
6,30

11,60
N/A
N/A
N/A
8,50
5,50
7,30
6,70

19,40

18,20
2,20
6,00

11,40

a - the data relating to child labour are taken from the Unicef Global Database, which collects information from different sources (WHO, MICs, DHS, national surveys). The data per geographical area estimated by
Unicef have been used to fill unavailable data. In the cases when a figure was not available for a given area (West Europe), some estimations have been made (per groups of countries) based on the values reported
by the indicator “adult literacy rate”, assuming that the more adult population is educated and literate the less children are likely to be involved in child labour.



Index

93
Children's
Education

N/A N/A
97,89 96,30
99,60 N/A

N/A N/A
99,59 99.89
91,12 89,70
99,57 97,55
99,95 99,69
91,54 99,82
74,23 N/A
97,65 96,26

N/A N/A
98,93 94,98
98,69 98,94
99,48 99,14
99,51 89,95
93,52 N/A
96,34 87,98
94,67 92,90

N/A N/A

N/A N/A
9948 97,55
9942 96,87
86,69 87,14
7812 53,85
92,42 66,33
93,55 86,54
90,64 86,69191
91,67 63,28337
99,78 99,92752

N/A N/A
73,84 37,77
98,71 94,70

N/A N/A
99,02 94,47
81,84 80,79

N/A N/A
84,37 N/A
99.87 98,08
95,00 55,59
98,38 99,13
99,21 89,76
99,42 99,73
99,58 98,68
99,39 9942
66,99 52,33862
96,04 94,35
98,68 95,55
99.27 97,61
86,30 83,00
43,48 N/A
52,65 63,92
97,84 98,81
83,65 N/A
84,62 52,95187
98,58 N/A
98,67 99,93
99,95 99,18

N/A N/A
85,25 N/A
99,37 99,97
99,31 95,33
99,18 89,40
98,57 96,03
89,28 67,24
76,02 N/A

N/A N/A

N/A N/A

N/A N/A
87,45 62,37
95,55 96,83
99,94 99,81

N/A N/A
94,37 83,66
99,77 N/A

N/A N/A

100,00 99,46
99,68 N/A
96,85 97,95
81,02 82,14

N/A N/A
81,33 7047
90,38 99,98

N/A N/A

N/A N/A
99,07 97,25
82,75 9372355
99,50 97,88

b - FMI estimation
¢ - When data were not available for a given country,
N.A. - Not available

10.
Children's
Human
Capital

43,02
98,14
8141
66,03
99,00
99.74

N/A

N/A
99,79

N/A
97,46
74,68
99,60
99,76

N/A

N/A
42,36
66,56
92,46
96,99
86,82
9323
9721

N/A
41,22
68,38
86,79
80,53
77,07

N/A
3740
2231
96,40
96,84
95,09
58,82
77,04
80,30
97,86
4717

N/A

N/A

N/A
99.83

N/A

N/A
93,78
92,83
71,17
89,01

N/A
76,57

N/A
88,42
51,77
99,08

N/A

N/A
84,67
50,78
99,36

N/A
79,04
97,94
81,29
32,00
45,58
85,64
61,69
87,21
99,10

N/A
74,37
95,66
85,54
85,60

N/A

N/A
99,16
88,10

N/A
98,23
99,78
81,53

N/A

N/A
96,06
99,59

4,05
3,61
N/A
N/A
492
2,70
512
5,35
245
N/A
2,32
132
320
4,79
641
7,56
2,93
6,85
N/A
N/A
N/A
6,32
443
4,09
5,38
507
518
2,16
3,13
N/A
N/A
245
541
N/A
4,50
249
145
3,51
7,04
325
391
N/A
577
3,85
7,81
3,62
N/A
5,00
N/A
3,59
N/A
N/A
497
713
474
3,88
6,37
545
2,67
242
3,52
4,90
3,98
N/A
3,21
2,31
2,13
549
2,78
6,06
4,66
7,65
3,84
3,58
3,95
N/A
3,50
6,09
4,04
516
3,18
3,07
2,88
5,30
N/A
4,56
N/A
6,02

11. 12. i 16. 17.

Children's Violence a3, , 14. 5 Women:s Wonfen's Violence

Economic Against pomens Wome'n s EConome Political Par- Against

Capital Children Health Education OpPgrtu- ticipation Women

nities
11,70 507,10 N/A 61,32 638,00 66,38 29,80 23,55 13,81 0,13 27,00 645 48,00 0385 0,3649
11,70 5.35324 3,30 19,50 15,00 80,20 97,76 63,33 11,31 0,58 29,51 56,25 13,00 092 4,6253
1280 3.97396 4,26 9.59 112,00 7813 75,32 64,46 2044 0,19 26,00 14,70 29,00 04 0,3148
7,70 279072 18,72 145,39 241,00 64,03 5341 5041 721 0,72 29,60 31,81 38,00 3,67 0,1247
11,70 9.91228 N/A 62,34 39,00 79.99 99,06 60,00 10,69 0,55 42,40 18,18 30,00 174 9,7993
20,20 4.622,73 4,10 20,28 26,00 78,51 99,67 59,43 20,27 0,49 22,70 0,00 10,00 0,64 7,5790
6,60 55.057,20 N/A 10,93 6,00 85,00 N/A 57,76 511 045 31,10 26,66 17,00 0,66 0,1190
580 50.121,55 N/A 6,74 5,00 84,20 N/A 54,93 4,34 0,54 39,90 57,14 14,00 0,88 72597
630 479312 N/A 57,15 26,00 7545 99,72 56,65 573 0,54 18,20 0,00 14,00 121 3,3260
14,40 34.863,74 N/A 28,44 70,00 76,08 N/A 60,00 10,11 0,66 12,80 6,66 26,00 3,00 32691
4,10 23.503,97 N/A 13,11 14,00 7842 94,94 63,59 4,76 0,34 15,00 4,54 29,00 000 17,5695
530 1.85573 N/A 81,66 173,00 74,59 71,94 28,00 6,55 04 20,90 7,69 50,00 151 0,5545
12,80 18.14824 135 28,71 27,00 80,48 99,60 60,00 10,35 086 20,00 31,57 26,00 337 14163
530 6.697,96 0,98 1299 2,00 7940 99,72 57,77 3,50 0,61 40,00 3,57 22,00 172 4,4247
6,00 46.34540 N/A 448 5,00 84,00 N/A 59,71 492 0,65 42,00 57,14 19,00 14 94129
780 481516 3,30 67,61 36,00 77,84 N/A 64,27 9,65 0,56 12,50 11,11 24,00 8,67 3,1568
250 1.21943 41,30 81,97 397,00 63,32 31,07 59,58 248 0,72 8,40 20,83 25,00 5,00 0,0675
370 331617 3,50 17,60 183,00 72,17 57,08 34,19 301 0,58 14,90 10,00 22,00 0,28 0,2819
560 3.552,06 N/A 62,90 155,00 74,50 88,58 60,00 3,53 0,67 46,20 22,22 40,00 5,30 3,7333
1690 6.108,51 N/A 8,65 10,00 79,85 N/A 58,58 18,72 0,56 26,20 18,75 13,00 0,59 6,2520
17,70 7.961,32 N/A 44,65 144,00 72,38 N/A 47,51 20,51 0,61 10,80 15,78 35,00 3,67 2,9868
1370 871718 N/A 56,66 60,00 79,55 9342 60,71 14,14 0,56 15,20 10,52 24,00 347 8,7566
840 31.086,75 N/A 9,15 31,00 77,10 96,30 63,16 827 0,72 9,10 0,00 19,00 1,06 0,0564
570 9.828,14 N/A 38,79 10,00 78,50 N/A 60,70 3,86 0,64 23,80 38,88 16,00 0,89 6,1017
5,00 786,89 42,00 99,80 320,00 62,29 32,68 40,19 4,53 0,56 6,30 15,38 18,00 5,00 0,0645
0,80 26124 30,92 5391 548,00 63,37 61,22 28,38 0,98 1 38,20 37,50 41,00 23 0,0459
1340 3.603,78 N/A 71,63 58,00 76,19 82,04 64,44 11,46 0,69 36,10 14,28 17,00 3,69 58271
030 1.643,12 12,60 51,26 160,00 71,90 75,03 42,77 0,16 079 21,60 9,37 19,00 1,06 03214
3,60 1.507,45 38,90 101,18 529,00 60,56 71,58 48,70 3,77 047 33,90 14,89 38,00 09 0,3046
9,50 46.189,66 N/A 7,68 10,00 84,20 N/A 57,56 525 0,66 29,60 51,42 27,00 09 3,7256
4,30 467,90 30,46 124,85 829,00 55,51 2575 42,06 421 N/A 11,10 20,68 27,00 10,40 0,1478
2,30 709,54 38,95 154,73  1.140,00 55,66 13,96 42,06 185 0,67 1540 20,00 28,00 5,00 0,0301
11,50 14.896,45 5,90 39,22 13,00 82,44 96,33 56,97 8,01 0,54 22,60 30,43 21,00 0,97 79962
500 10.216,63 N/A 7,65 29,00 79,24 95,15 52,92 398 0,61 24,90 3,22 18,00 1,06 0,0084
1540 6.428,67 3,60 64,31 83,00 80,01 95,31 56,15 12,76 0,53 18,80 36,84 31,00 4,16 8,2807
840 1.370,14 2847 62,77 273,00 66,12 52,95 47,55 10,02 N/A 16,70 10,00 16,00 3,67 0,4466
4,60 580,71 2674 120,99 473,00 62,23 66,50 35,14 3,24 0,63 12,80 17,77 47,00 5,00 0,0450
10,30 227996 14,13 109,64 378,00 66,02 74,61 41,74 10,23 N/A 11,30 21,21 30,00 500 0,2690
17,10 1224381 1,70 51,57 27,00 82,89 97,92 61,59 14,96 0,64 45,60 52,00 28,00 1,90 7,1404
350 227633 29,11 114,68 617,00 59,11 40,49 42,06 3,75 0,55 12,90 12,76 27,00 5,00 0,1790
720 14.94435 N/A 7.84 8,00 81,60 N/A 59,64 7,15 0,72 31,10 2352 14,00 0,65 8,8967
390 882181 N/A 51,43 36,00 80,77 N/A 56,76 179 N/A 53,40 22,58 12,00 21 1,6845
7,20 27.858,37 N/A 4,33 6,00 83,03 N/A 64,03 8,01 0,72 14,30 2727 16,00 1,67 8,5137
2,90 23489,83 N/A 11,89 3,00 82,10 N/A 61,22 2,38 0,62 23,00 30,76 18,00 0,72 15,5909
570 60.213,09 N/A 421 4,00 83,20 N/A 56,36 526 071 39,70 31,57 20,00 093 50376
11,60 3.41492 N/A 18,04 248,00 69,35 N/A 56,79 11,26 N/A 26,20 13,04 29,00 044 1,0462
890 828211 7,00 91,80 95,00 7738 93,76 65,80 9,60 0,51 27,90 17,39 18,00 270 3,1107
620 6.183,82 N/A 78,26 59,00 79.83 92,08 57,66 4,59 0,72 38,00 32,00 32,00 173 2,6184
1040 3.019,20 4,79 5235 37,00 74,35 65,50 53,63 21,32 0,22 27,40 2424 28,00 044 0,2788
700 4.18725 10,00 67,76 46,00 77,84 87,23 5548 3,70 0,6 27,40 43,75 23,00 6,71 12144
920 813192 N/A 151,28 301,00 5991 N/A 42,06 811 N/A 23,00 10,71 46,00 5,00 0,6212
740 N/A N/A 48,85 480,00 68,55 68,94 36,97 6,46 N/A N/A 17,64 35,00 3,67 0,1674
6,50 23.717,79 N/A 649 9,00 82,80 N/A 63,10 4,84 0,58 25,70 14,28 17,00 0,86 9,8619
2340 3.894,67 777 74,01 437,00 64,84 88,54 38,77 2396 0,79 9,60 31,57 35,00 3,67 1,6933
2,80 855,76 48,56 6342 401,00 68,53 4442 33,52 2,68 0,58 38,80 40,00 37,00 3,67 0,2841
480 6.175,88 N/A 48,92 34,00 69,33 99,08 53,75 532 047 21,60 23,07 50,00 28 0,4909
780 48.771,37 N/A 5,50 3,00 84,50 N/A 60,26 6,17 0,72 46,00 50,00 21,00 1,07 1,7329
8,60 4049636 N/A 4,74 8,00 85,60 N/A 56,11 8,38 0,71 39,50 50,00 19,00 0,85 8,6944
20,50 776701 19,60 90,90 252,00 68,66 8342 42,06 2795 N/A 16,20 23,07 42,00 5,00 1,1852
9,60 777,81 31,00 73,22 597,00 63,48 41,58 42,06 12,03 0,7 8,60 25,00 23,00 5,00 0,2513
12,10 4.697,98 1,60 4396 25,00 78,14 99,29 57,45 10,14 05 20,70 36,36 9,00 091 9,8833
430 46.467,51 N/A 7,61 7,00 83,40 N/A 51,12 273 0,69 31,50 40,00 16,00 0,65 4,4833
450 220211 19,90 64,95 308,00 6517 74,47 41,04 4,28 029 14,60 25,00 23,00 5,00 0,3107
16,90 19.580,98 N/A 6,65 3,00 84,50 97,39 58,30 2154 0,64 21,70 10,52 18,00 036 3,9383
470 4.619,98 N/A 68,58 95,00 7715 76,37 62,38 342 047 19,40 13,33 22,00 6,96 1,6336
4,40 962,83 24,19 131,43 576,00 62,11 21,96 33,01 317 0,83 16,70 27,77 35,00 500 0,1701
320 697,29 36,20 101,62 667,00 60,21 30,77 42,06 2,78 N/A 13,70 50,00 30,00 5,00 0,2123
1580 6.609,58 10,84 7135 169,00 73,09 85,03 60,00 16,45 039 35,70 31,81 32,00 4,62 2,5361
14,50 1.27249 35,50 50,23 480,00 66,18 58,30 60,00 16,25 N/A N/A 25,00 22,00 1,03 0,1636
940 257491 N/A 70,78 65,00 77,55 87,26 62,82 713 0,69 21,10 28,00 18,00 8,08 2,6360
440 16.729,78 N/A 24,57 12,00 79,30 99,10 60,54 3,50 0,57 12,10 2142 15,00 0,61 82715
500 67.084,08 N/A 554 4,00 84,20 N/A 58,18 311 073 39,70 40,00 21,00 0,00 1,8266
710 2.099,59 N/A 10,96 145,00 70,95 65,79 50,36 521 02 14,40 9,09 34,00 2,66 2,2024
410 4.13556 N/A 46,43 177,00 7396 93,99 58,66 3,34 0,51 21,00 17,14 21,00 1,06 0,8062
11,00 5.550,06 N/A 40,75 16,00 77,88 80,79 41,63 18,12 0,18 5,60 6,66 31,00 06 3,8082
13,70 5.955,10 5,56 71,75 79,00 72,65 79,90 56,79 30,59 0,11 26,40 9,09 26,00 044 33537
590 7877899 N/A 6,59 5,00 84,30 N/A 51,88 4,69 0,66 22,50 28,57 14,00 0,33 54452
4,60 4358871 N/A 8,77 3,00 84,70 N/A 56,79 3,93 0,61 24,20 25,00 29,00 06 9,1321
9,30 33.225,64 N/A 498 2,00 85,40 98,97 58,51 11,10 0,57 35,70 36,36 13,00 0,36 7,0697
840 5.582,26 290 49,88 80,00 76,11 92,70 60,00 9,93 0,62 28,60 16,66 23,00 11 1,8313
3,00 40.246,88 N/A 3,54 5,00 8745 N/A 49,70 2,23 0,56 9,90 10,00 19,00 0,28 0,6361
18,50 4.40548 1,70 25,80 46,00 76,30 97,83 54,49 23,80 023 11,50 9,37 23,00 07 7,3602
6,10 9.812,52 N/A 28,97 10,00 77,30 99,73 55,36 532 0,59 27,10 9,52 16,00 24 25173
300 1.816,54 N/A 73,01 342,00 69,04 78,18 45,23 2,75 071 21,60 3043 39,00 1,69 03771
2,80 N/A 4,30 0,28 89,00 7574 N/A 36,36 2,23 N/A 17,60 0,00 19,00 1,06 0,0000
4,10 31.846,21 N/A 1,26 11,00 86,30 N/A 51,26 3,57 0,49 19,00 27,77 19,00 0,60 0,3046
6,80 32.000,44 N/A 7,57 12,00 76,58 94,90 56,79 6,13 0,39 1,50 6,66 29,00 0,44 7,3047
790 1.309,53 16,15 32,11 60,00 75,80 9949 57,63 8,69 047 17,10 10,52 21,00 127 1,9181
the data per geographical area estimated by WHO (2013), Global and regional esti-mates of violence against women, and OECD database (2014) have been used

Covid-19

4,00
5,00
286
037
583
1,00
453
347
231
1,99
329
503
4,10

0,39
4,04
192
497

192
5,50
3,50
7,50
365
1,64
440
425
281
576
415
343
5,04
349
1,76
617
843
515
0,00
377
021
2,59
595
4,70
N/A
301
421
276
5,00
548
2,50
247
4,20
397
2,00
340
142
1,98
5,00
227
581
117
600
3,50
3,60
4,63
375
4,50
555
3,00

16,39
1,00
450
4,30
3,70

12,54
4,30
2553
111
423
499
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146
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202
3,19
7,56
N/A
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0,65
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WeWorld Index 2021 Components / ?

DIMENSIONS
Country Posion Podtian
Lao PDR 114 104
Latvia 21
Lebanon 85
Lesotho 138
Liberia 148
Libya 107
Lithuania 24
Luxembourg 7
Macedonia, FYR 83
Madagascar 141
Malawi 132
Malaysia 44
Maldives 69
Mali 163
Malta 32
Mauritania 162
Mauritius 66
Mexico 58
Micronesia, Fed. Sts.
Moldova 39
Mongolia 71
Montenegro 62
Morocco 101
Mozambique 145
Myanmar 121
Namibia 109
Nepal 119
Netherlands 9
New Zealand 15
Nicaragua 73
Niger 164
Nigeria 156
Norway 1
Oman 77
Pakistan 146 145 1T
Palestine/West Bank and Gaza 117
Panama 63
Papua New Guinea 130
Paraguay 93
Peru 64
Philippines 90
Poland 22
Portugal 24
Qatar 45
Romania 56
Russian Federation 57
Rwanda 82
Sao Tome and Principe 114
Saudi Arabia 77 102
Senegal 125 124
Serbia 73
Sierra Leone 161 155
Singapore 26
Slovak Republic 33
Slovenia 14
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa 118 115 BN
South Sudan 171
Spain 23
Sri Lanka 100
Sudan 152 158 4
Suriname 79 71 1
Sweden 3 3 -
Switzerland 6
Syrian Arab Republic 135
Tajikistan 104
Tanzania 109
Thailand 48 57 J
Timor-Leste 114
Togo 136
Trinidad and Tobago 51
Tunisia 83 8
Turkey 98
Turkmenistan 80
Uganda 123
Ukraine 58
United Arab Emirates 53
United Kingdom 16
United States 19
Uruguay 38
Uzbekistan 90
Vanuatu 116
Venezuela, RB 70 19 [0
Vietnam 58 52 Ry
Yemen, Rep. 159 154 T
Zambia 138 132 T
Zimbabwe 133 139 J
82

1

Environment

Indicator Indicator | Indicator
1 3 4

30,62

N/A
1798
4000
54,25
22,40
1036
1342
38,52

7,79
16,03

731
55,66
1390
3555
1445
2356
1024
4438
22,54

9,89
4011

N/A
4742
5385

N/A

N/A

696
14,53
1203
7179
17,61
99.73
34,75
1140
11,26
24,78
2087
3322
1806

N/A
48,63
11,90
14,61
16,16
4321
82,86
24,78
5537
19,07
44,61
2447
11,87
16,02

618
21,62
24,72
27,43
44,61

673
62,62
4069
17,56
17,16

N/A

N/A
21,76
5049
4615
54,10
26,25
37,65
4431

N/A
16,69
20,30
3891
1331
2219
2845

741
2220
4552

N/A
11,65
25,10
2225

N/A

2,66
3,95
4,03
121
0,27
8,82
4,13
15,33
3,53
0,12
0,08
7,60
370
0,29
319
090
3,26
3,74
159
3,17
6,72
4,04
185
0,22
0,60
173
042
8,77
6,57
0,80
0,10
0,66
7,03
1519
0,98
N/A
242
0,86
121
1,69
133
823
4,84
3241
3,84
1112
0,08
0,66
15,26
0,62
6,52
0,13
8,39
6,05
6,77
0,56
0,04
749
0,12
552
099
0,48
3,61
3,53
4,40
1,64
0,80
0,20
371
0,50
0,28
12,77
2,59
501
1225
0,14
4,15
20,79
539
1524
189
3,40
0,61
4,78
2,69
0,32
044
0,84

2

Housing

82,06
98,63
92,60
68,65
72,95
98,53
97,54
99.89
93,14
54,40
68,83
96,70
9926
78,26
100,00
70,70
99.87
99,32
78,57
89,06
8331
97,04
86,78
55,69
81,77
82,54
88,81
100,00
100,00
81,52
50,27
71,38
100,00
91,94
91,47
96,83
96,38
41,33
99,61
91,13
93,57
99,72
99,91
99,57
100,00
97,09
57,71
84,29
100,00
80,68
85,52
60,81
100,00
99,79
99,54
67,78
52,44
92,68
40,68
99,93
89,42
60,27
95,42
100,00
100,00
9722
81,20
56,73
99,93
78,34
65,13
98,18
96,25
98,88
98,81
49,10
9379
98,05
100,00
99,27
99,40
97,83
91,26
95,72
94,72
6347
59,96
64,05

74,46
92,15
98,48
4275
16,97

100,00
93,35
97,60
99,12
10,51
26,23
99,57
99,37
39,34
99,96
4844
95,50
91,18
88,31
76,31
58,48
97,77
88,50
29,36
64,33
34,50
62,05
97,71

100,00
74,43
13,57
3917
98,05

100,00
59,87
96,94
83,32
12,95
89,78
74,34
76,53
98,80
99,61

100,00
84,31
90,48
66,57
4297

100,00
51,47
97,57
15,65

100,00
97,94
99,11
33,53
38,34
75,75
11,32
99,90
95,78
36,58
84,46
99,30
99,89
91,22
97,02
29,91
98,75
53,52
16,13
9340
90,92
97,30
98,70
1847
96,22
98,59
99,11
99,97
96,60

100,00
34,07
9394
83,52
59,05
26,37
36,22

3

Conflicts And

Wars

4.
Power And
Democracy

Indicator | Indicator | Indicator | Indicator
5 6 7 8
9

184 0,092 177 2
17 0,008 7,24 57
282 0,081 416 25
2,13 0,001 6,30 41
187 0,112 532 28
325 0,265 195 17
17 0,002 713 60
N/A 0,001 8,68 80
19 0,077 5,89 35
19 0,001 5,70 25
188 0,003 574 30
1,52 0,003 719 51
N/A 0,022 N/A 43
2,72 0,837 3,93 30
N/A 0,001 7,68 53
228 0,915 3,92 29
1,54 0,015 814 53
2,57 0,012 6,07 31
N/A 0,000 N/A N/A
195 0,084 578 34
172 0,068 6,48 35
194 0,087 577 45
2,05 0,012 5,04 40
213 0,000 3,51 25
242 2,074 3,04 28
186 0,018 6,52 51
197 0,026 522 33
1,52 0,000 8,96 82
119 0,001 9,25 88
2,55 0,134 3,60 22
26 0,078 329 32
2,86 0,171 4,10 25
149 0,000 9,81 84
1,94 0,001 3,00 54
297 0,064 431 31
2,69 1,967 3,83 N/A
187 0,002 7,18 35
215 0,006 6,10 27
199 0,002 6,18 28
2,06 0,009 6,53 38
247 0,000 6,56 34
1,65 0,002 6,85 56
124 0,000 7,90 61
1,61 0,001 324 63
1,54 0,007 6,40 44
3,04 0,036 331 30
2,04 1941 3,10 54
N/A 0,013 N/A 47
244 0,006 2,08 53
1,82 0,084 567 45
184 0,432 6,22 38
1,82 0,072 4,87 33
1,32 0,001 6,03 85
1,56 0,025 6,97 49
1,36 0,001 7,54 60
N/A 0,006 N/A 42
33 5414 N/A 12
2,31 0,001 7,05 44
344 15,888 N/A 12
171 0,000 812 62
2 0,651 6,14 38
3,04 1,776 2,54 16
N/A 0,003 6,82 38
147 0,000 9,26 85
136 0,000 8,83 85
3,53 39,569 143 14
2,18 0,023 194 25
185 0,001 5,10 38
2,24 0,000 6,04 36
186 0,001 7,06 40
22 0,093 2,80 29
2,07 0,021 7,16 40
2,09 0,014 6,59 44
295 0,111 448 40
227 0,009 172 19
22 0,018 494 27
292 0,085 581 33
175 0,002 2,70 71
177 0,000 8,54 77
23 0,000 7,92 67
17 0,001 8,61 71
215 0,009 212 26
N/A 0,000 N/A 43
293 0,612 2,76 15
192 0,325 2,94 36
341 0,103 195 15
179 0,001 4,86 33
248 0,057 316 24

5

Security And
Protection

Indicator | Indicator | Indicator
9 10 1

6,87
435
249
38
322
249
4,56
033
1,20
0,62
178
192
085
10,82
1,59
10,22
291
29,07
4,67
4,09
6,18
2,22
141
339
2,25
16,93
2,29
0,58
0,74
7,18
4,47
34,52
046
0,26
3,88
049
9,38
1042
7,14
7,90
6,46
0,73
0,78
81
128
8,20
4,51
344
1,26
73
122
192
0,15
113
048
N/A
5,56
35,90
137
0,62
2,42
049
543
1,08
0,58
087
144
6,48
2,58
3,69
9,14
30,88
3,05
2,59
42
10,52
6,18
046
1,20
495
12,06
113
2,13
36,68
1,52
6,67
585
6,74

1531
0,00
4,65

5745
0,00
032
0,00
024
0,00

10,63
4,67
031
1,02

33,68
0,00

2391
2,37
011
9,52
021
9,74
0,00
0,20

16,60
039

1121
074
0,00
0,07

20,44

18,86
1,08
0,02
0,00
3,50
057
012
6,95
9,24
0,26

2646
0,00
0,00
0,05
0,02
0,05
042
0,00
0,01
015
0,20
022
0,00
0,01
0,00
0,15

37,00
125

1395
0,01
6,60
2,98
0,00
0,00
0,00
3,06
0,16
3,55
3,22

11,37
0,67

10,66
059
012
0,00
083
0,14
0,00
0,00
0,55
0,70
020

29,59
0,06
337
247

10,92

46,33

6.
Access To
Information

100,00
100,00
100,00
44,64
27,65
68,53
100,00
100,00
100,00
26,91
11,20
100,00
100,00
48,02
100,00
45,81
100,00
100,00
82,12
100,00
99,13
100,00
99,60
29,62
68,36
55,20
89,90
100,00
100,00
88,21
18,77
55,40
100,00
100,00
7391
100,00
95,83
63,46
100,00
98,35
95,63
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
37,78
7518
100,00
70,40
99,80
22,70
100,00
100,00
100,00
70,26
36,03
85,00
6,72
100,00
100,00
53,83
97,89
100,00
100,00
89,32
99,64
37,70
99,90
94,72
52,44
100,00
100,00
100,00
99,90
41,30
100,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
99,90
100,00
64,67
100,00
99,40
72,75
43,00
41,09

Indicator Indicator | Indi
12 14

25,51
86,14
78,18
29,79

7,98
21,76
81,58
97,06
7917

9,80
1378
84,19
63,19
12,72
85,78
20,80
64,00
70,07
35,30
76,12
51,08
7348
74,38
20,77
23,62
36,84
21,40
93,29
90,81
27,86

525
42,00
98,00
95,23
17,07
70,62
63,63
1121
68,52
59,95
43,03
80,44
7535
99,65
73,66
82,64
21,77
2993
95,72
29,64
7742
13,24
88,95
82,85
83,11
1192

2,00
56,17

7,98
90,72
34,11
30,87
48,95
94,49
93,15
34,25
2196
16,00
66,65
27,49
12,36
77,33
66,70
73,98
21,25
2371
62,55
99,15
92,52
88,50
77,37
55,20
25,72
64,31
68,70
26,72
14,30
27,06

7o
Gender

0,750
0,778
0,638
0,698
0,693

N/A
0,804
0,726
0,707
0,725
0,671
0,676
0,642
0,591
0,703
0,606
0,679
0,757

N/A
0,768
0,716
0,732
0,612
0,758
0,681
0,809
0,683
0,762
0,840
0,796
0,629
0,627
0,849
0,608
0,556

N/A
0,737
0,635
0,702
0,721
0,784
0,713
0,775
0,624
0,700
0,708
0,805

N/A
0,603
0,684
0,780
0,655
0,727
0,712
0,741

N/A

N/A
0,781

N/A
0,788
0,670

N/A
0,729
0,823
0,798
0,568
0,650
0,707
0,710
0,720
0,683
0,749
0,649
0,638

N/A
0,717
0,714
0,716
0,775
0,763
0,702

N/A
0,625
0,699
0,701
0,492
0,726
0,732

0,459
0,176
0411
0,553
0,650
0,252
0,124
0,065
0,143

N/A
0,565
0,253
0,369
0,671
0,175
0,634
0,347
0,322

N/A
0,204
0,322
0,109
0,454
0,523
0478
0,440
0,452
0,043
0,123
0,428
0,642

N/A
0,045
0,306
0,538

N/A
0,407
0,725
0,446
0,395
0,430
0,115
0,075
0,185
0,276
0,225
0,402
0,537
0,252
0,533
0,132
0,644
0,065
0,191
0,063

N/A

N/A
0,406

N/A
0,070
0,401
0,545
0,436
0,039
0,025
0,482
0,314
0,556
0,359

N/A
0,573
0,323
0,296
0,306

N/A
0,535
0,234
0,079
0,118
0,204
0,288
0,288

N/A
0479
0,296
0,795
0,539
0,527

(Word

8.
Children's
Health

45,52
36
72

864
84,62
11,54

365

275

612

50,6
41,63

855

7,61
94,03

698
72,89

16
14,16
29,38
14,35
15,63

232
21,38
74,24
44,66
4235
30,79

4,03

474
16,64
80,36
1172

244
11,41
67,24
19,44
14,85
44,79
19,44
1321
27,27

439

367

651

697

576
34,32
29,82

665

453

531

109,23

254

575

207
19,66

116,97

34,45
96,22
31
71
5841
17,99

257

401
21,52
33,77
50,29

9,01
4421

669
17,51
16,85
10,04
42,03
4583

838

7,48

427

647

7,05
17,42
2591

242
19,93
58,35
61,66
54,61

Indicator
16

30,20
N/A
10,40
32,10
28,00
43,50
N/A
N/A
4,10
40,20
37,00
20,90
14,20
2570
N/A
24,20
8,70
12,10
N/A
4,90
7,10
810
12,90
37,80
25,20
18,40
30,40
1,60
N/A
14,10
46,70
35,30
N/A
12,20
36,70
7,80
14,70
48,40
4,60
10,80
28,70
2,30
330
4,60
9,70
N/A
32,60
11,80
390
17,20
530
26,80
2,80
N/A
N/A
29,30
27,40
2320
30,60
N/A
16,00
33,70
8,00
N/A
N/A
29,60
15,30
32,00
12,30
48,80
23,80
8,70
8,60
6,00
7,60
27,90
15,90
N/A
N/A
3,20
6,50
9,90
28,70
10,60
22,30
37,20
32,30
23,00

a - the data relating to child labour are taken from the Unicef Global Database, which collects information from different sources (WHO, MICs, DHS, national surveys). The data per geographical area estimated by
Unicef have been used to fill unavailable data. In the cases when a figure was not available for a given area (West Europe), some estimations have been made (per groups of countries) based on the values reported
by the indicator “adult literacy rate”, assuming that the more adult population is educated and literate the less children are likely to be involved in child labour.
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91,57 7241 84,66 294 100 2.534.89 12,30 64,46 185,00 69,74 79,39 50,85 0,56 097 22,00 11,10 18,00 1,06 0,0292
98,86 99,02 99.89 4,39 820 17.819,27 N/A 1543 19,00 79,90 99,90 6345 542 0,71 29,00 23,07 24,00 4,08 72013
N/A N/A 95,07 243 6,60 7.583,69 N/A 13,94 29,00 80,86 93,30 56,79 9,77 0,34 4,70 31,57 29,00 044 79834
97,56 82,6274 76,64 6,98 2460 111813 N/A 92,43 544,00 57,58 84,93 59,21 28,12 0,6 23,30 22,22 40,00 3,67 0,5501
78,64 N/A 48,30 2,58 3,30 621,89 14,00 135,17 661,00 65,49 34,09 42,06 2,17 1 11,00 22,22 41,00 5,00 0,0831
N/A N/A N/A N/A 1940 7.68594 N/A 5,66 72,00 75,95 N/A 56,79 24,12 N/A 16,00 5,55 29,00 0,44 29120
99,82 99,85 N/A 381 8,40 19.550,72 N/A 9,55 8,00 81,00 N/A 61,74 5,50 0,77 27,70 42,85 25,00 148 9,9703
99,00 95,69 N/A 3,56 7,00 11468517 N/A 448 5,00 84,70 N/A 51,78 553 0,67 31,70 2941 18,00 07 11,2931
99,30 N/A 97,80 N/A 1840 6.022,21 756 14,60 7,00 77,84 96,70 57,60 18,38 0,59 39,20 21,05 12,00 0,38 74991
97,67 69,96 74,80 282 190 523,35 N/A 105,88 335,00 68,68 72,38 49,52 170 0,83 17,90 34,78 35,00 3,67 0,1530
98,14 81,43 62,14 471 6,00 411,55 19,38 131,51 349,00 6741 55,20 47,55 6,48 0,59 22,90 17,39 30,00 3,67 0,1720
99,64 86,85272 94,85 4,16 4,60 11.414,20 N/A 13,51 29,00 7831 93,50 53,18 3,64 0,61 14,90 16,12 19,00 106 22829
97,99 91,37 97,73 4,07 720 10.626,51 N/A 7,01 53,00 80,77 98,11 68,86 521 0,37 4,60 30,00 18,00 151 19,5233
59,01 47,23 35,47 3,78 7.50 879,00 37,09 164,60 562,00 60,08 25,73 42,06 8,19 0,28 27,30 16,00 28,00 5,00 0,0734
99,50 9846 94,50 4,82 4,10 29.737,24 N/A 1211 6,00 84,70 95,98 54,87 3,60 0,53 1340 15,00 12,00 137 5,9462
76,85 71,83 53,50 1,89 10,70 1.679.44 17,38 68,20 766,00 66,51 43,35 29,61 11,52 034 20,30 21,73 30,00 5,00 0,5003
98,59 95,27 91,33 471 7,10 11.099,24 N/A 24,82 61,00 77,56 89,36 56,66 942 049 20,00 13,04 35,00 218 0,1498
99,30 92,21 95,38 4,52 470 9.946,03 4,90 58,54 33,00 77,87 94,60 5347 3,51 05 48,20 42,10 26,00 597 1,9666
89,67 N/A N/A N/A N/A  3.568,29 N/A 12,53 88,00 69,59 N/A N/A N/A N/A 0,00 18,18 34,00 1,06 0,0000
89,71 84,48 99,36 6,11 470 4.494,02 N/A 21,94 19,00 76,15 99,14 58,29 4,34 0,74 24,80 40,00 28,00 2,04 9,7445
99,38 9245 9842 4,08 430 4.339,84 16,56 31,88 45,00 74,14 98,64 59,92 4,75 0,66 17,30 18,75 24,00 251 34420
99,99 92,26 98,85 N/A 1590 891049 9,39 824 6,00 79,30 98,27 58,45 15,68 0,71 24,70 30,76 17,00 157 16,0868
99,58 90,60 73,75 N/A 10,20 3.204,09 N/A 30,32 70,00 77,89 64,59 48,62 1047 0,23 20,50 15,78 29,00 0,64 1,4780
97,59 56,89088 60,66 549 340 503,57 N/A 143,87 289,00 63,67 50,29 49,80 3,50 0,77 42,40 4545 30,00 3,67 0,2370
98,05 79,03 75,55 1,93 180 1.40781 N/A 27,90 250,00 70,11 71,85 65,97 0,58 0,56 15,30 3,80 19,00 0,14 0,2956
98,48 N/A 91,53 3,10 2040 4.957,45 N/A 59,63 195,00 66,51 91,43 66,81 18,53 0,82 44,20 39,13 29,00 3,67 3,5001
96,29 97,38 6791 5,10 440 1.071,05 21,71 63,67 186,00 72,20 59,72 48,31 273 074 32,70 13,63 28,00 1,51 22160
99,61 9745 N/A 517 4,10 52.295,03 N/A 3,61 5,00 83,60 N/A 56,06 335 0,65 39,30 47,05 19,00 049 9,6758
99,71 98,83 N/A 6,28 4,60 41.557,80 N/A 17,93 9,00 83,50 N/A 57,25 4,38 0,63 48,30 40,00 19,00 05 0,0468
N/A N/A 82,61 4,35 580 1.91290 N/A 81,61 98,00 7798 82,78 60,00 515 045 47,30 58,82 26,00 1,60 0,1017
58,97 3505713 35,05 3,54 0,70 553,89 34,40 180,48 509,00 63,62 26,64 32,29 037 0,55 25,90 15,78 23,00 5,00 0,0227
N/A N/A 62,02 N/A 9,00 222985 31,48 103,56 917,00 55,61 52,65 42,06 7,44 0,58 3,60 10,34 30,00 5,00 0,0813
100,00 99,48 N/A 791 4,60 75419,63 N/A 5,06 2,00 84,70 N/A 57,81 3,39 0,79 44,40 38,88 19,00 0,60 24315
97,18 97,98 95,65 497 500 15.343,06 N/A 12,33 19,00 80,34 92,69 62,72 7,36 0,26 230 12,00 29,00 035 6,0415
67,57 N/A 59,13 289 4,70 1.284,70 N/A 37,61 140,00 68,28 46,46 44,94 4,32 0,16 20,20 10,71 27,00 1,51 0,4590
96,54 9745 97,22 525 2740 3.562,33 9,38 50,99 27,00 7575 95,74 60,25 41,13 N/A N/A N/A 31,00 0,29 6,7243
86,78 8782114 9541 N/A 10,20 15.731,01 N/A 80,24 52,00 81,75 94,88 65,04 582 0,67 22,50 31,25 17,00 245 9,4083
73,65 85,64256 N/A 193 270 282917 N/A 51,30 145,00 65,82 N/A 53,75 128 0,74 0,00 0,00 48,00 106 0,1962
N/A N/A 94,02 344 7,60 5414,79 17,85 69,86 129,00 76,39 93,53 60,00 8,34 0,61 15,00 30,55 19,00 1,56 58126
98,20 98,23 94,41 384 620 6.977,69 14,50 55,02 88,00 79,50 91,70 57,98 3,27 0,62 26,15 42,10 42,00 16 6,1267
96,94 89,38 98,18 N/A 340 348508 N/A 55,36 121,00 75,50 N/A 58,61 2,52 0,69 28,00 13,04 13,00 0,80 1,2987
97,84 97.92 N/A 4,55 3,60 15.694,73 N/A 9,80 2,00 81,80 N/A 65,21 3,59 0,64 28,30 4,76 13,00 041 7,5871
99,58 99,89 96,14 5,01 7,20 2321397 N/A 7,62 8,00 83,50 95,07 5791 715 0,73 40,00 42,10 19,00 09 8,5272
98,08 94,85 9346 2,69 3,50 62.088,06 N/A 9,25 9,00 82,01 94,71 67,35 041 042 9,80 714 29,00 03 79254
87,49 91,06 98,84 3,09 4,80 12.913,07 N/A 34,85 19,00 79,30 98,59 58,55 3,38 07 18,50 5,00 20,00 071 5,5947
99,83 99,78 99,73 4,68 570 11.584,99 N/A 18,54 17,00 7817 99,73 55,98 4,42 0,58 15,80 9,67 23,00 373 3,7562
93,65 96,23 7322 3,07 1,40 820,02 19,00 38,59 248,00 7113 69,39 47,54 101 0,6 61,30 54,83 38,00 3,67 0,2952
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N/A N/A N/A N/A 6,70 17.397,98 076 28,57 67,00 76,22 N/A 60,00 348 0,54 26,20 33,30 29,00 4,2 23251
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N/A N/A 76,53 2,13 240 794,34 18,10 113,30 375,00 65,62 70,83 47,55 2,21 0,59 32,90 34,48 46,00 39 0,1927
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99.78 99.91 93,23 3,10 500 43.103,32 N/A 522 3,00 79,31 95,10 51,81 6,32 0,35 50,00 27,27 29,00 0,70 57137
99,33 99,88 N/A 544 4,30 4232890 N/A 1191 7,00 83,10 N/A 57,22 3,52 0,58 34,00 23,80 22,00 0,73 71174
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98,64 N/A 95,00 4,16 230 271527 13,12 27,37 43,00 79,52 93,59 53,84 2,00 081 30,30 0,00 25,00 1,06 0,0175
84,17 71,55685 N/A N/A 1340 774,33 N/A 57,97 164,00 67,82 N/A 56,79 25,25 0,06 0,00 0,00 29,00 0,44 0,0213
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N/A N/A 88,69 587 570 146398 N/A 80,36 458,00 62,89 88,28 41,54 5,55 0,74 31,90 20,83 35,00 3,67 0,3195
b - FMI estimation
c - When data were not available for a given country, the data per geographical area estimated by WHO (2013), Global and regional esti-mates of violence against women, and OECD database (2014) have been used

N.A. - Not available
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world

Member of ChildFund Alliance

WeWorld is an ltalian independent organization committed for nearly 50 years to guarantee the rights of women and children in 26
countries, including Italy.

WeWorld works in 170 projects reaching over 10,5 million direct beneficiaries and 71,8 million indirect beneficiaries. We operate in:
Italy, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Libya, Tunisia, Burkina Faso, Benin, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, Mali, Niger, Bolivia, Brazil,
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Haiti, Cuba, Peru, India, Nepal, Thailand, Cambodia, Afghanistan.

Children, women and youth, actors of change in every community, are the protagonists of WeWorld projects and campaigns in the
following fields of intervention: human rights (gender equality, prevention and contrast of violence against women and children, mi-
grations), humanitarian aid (prevention, aid and rehabilitation), food security, water and sanitation, health, education and learning, so-
cio-economic development, environmental protection, global citizenship education and international volunteering.

We work for girls, boys, women and youth, actors of change in every community for a fairer and more inclusive world.

We support people overcoming emergencies and we guarantee a life with dignity, opportunities and a better future through
human and economic development programs (in the framework of the 2030 Agenda).

We strive for a better world where everyone, especially women and children, must have equal opportunities
and rights, access to resources, to health, to education and to decent work.

A world in which the environment is a common good to be respected and preserved; in which war, vio-
lence and exploitation are banned. A world where nobody is left behind.

ChxldFund

Alliance

ChildFund is a child-focused global development organization, founded in 1938, which helps
nearly 16 million children and family members in more than 60 countries. Twelve child-focused
development agencies are part of the global network ChildFund Alliance. The members work
to end violence and exploitation against children and to overcome poverty and the underlying
conditions that prevent children from achieving their full potential.

MISSION

We work in partnership with children and their communities to create lasting change,
and the participation of children themselves is a key component of our approach. Our
commitment, resources, innovation, knowledge and expertise serve as a powerful force
to transform the lives of children. Annually, our investment in children is more than
$500M USD.

ChildFund’s VISION is for a world in which all children enjoy their rights and achieve their
full potential. Our mission focuses on working together with children to create sustaina-
ble solutions that protect and advance their rights and well-being. The collective strength
of our members helps us serve as a global voice with and for children, to highlight the
issues children care about, and to mobilize effectively to address threats to their lives,
safety and well-being.
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